 Munro

Height(no.)

Date Climbed
Weather


Climbed With

Ben Lomond and the Arrochar Alps

Ben Lomond
974m/3195f(184)

20/07/02
Went up with Dad – He drove for the first time, down to Stirling










And up by kippen, Balloch etc. Met Ross who drove up himself










From Glasgow. Started from car park at 11 ish – weather windy










And patchy cloud at lower levels. However once near top we were










Hit bya squal which made it feel very cold and dreich!! Met a 










Canadian called Trevor who accomponied us most of the way. 










Dad fell near top. Got back to car at 5 ish.








29/07/12
This as a trip for a bit of Alpine excerise before our ill fated trip in 
2012. We had planned something quick as we needed to go through and pactise rope work and glacier travel at Gerrys afterwards. As I HAD NEVER DONE IT WE DECIDED ON THE ptarmigan ridge ascent. This was a fun route up. There were showers around and the waterproofs were dawned. Did not take too long but a good leg stretch andf a far better way up the mountain than the tourist route!! Gerry will take us back up in Winter!!

Ben Vane

915m/3002f(283)

19/08/00
Climbed this along with Ben Ime and Ben Narain on my own 


Beinn Ime

1011m/3317f(118)

19/08/00
after dropping Leanne off at Glasgow airport. The weather was

Beinn Narnain
926m/3038f(259)

19/08/01
excellent whilst walkingup Ben Vain. Got into difficulties 










Between Ben Vane and Imeie going down through all the crags!!










Weather still ok on Ben Ime. However it closed in rapidly near top 










Of Ben Narnain with a severe thunderstorm. Very Scary heavy

 rain and thunder and lightening right above me at the summit. 

Ben Vorlich

943m/3094f(229)

16/06/01
Climbed this with Dad walking up to Loch Sloy from Inveruglas










As for others (Ime etc). Went directly up the mountain from the










Dam. Was very steep and were attacked by midges!! Slow going. 










Weather was high cloud base not thick cloud though. Very still










On the ascent.

Beinn Bhuide
948m/3110f(216)

29/11/09
This is probably one of the last hills left in the southern half of the
Highlands which I had to tick off for  my Munro lists. We had not done much walking this year (bar the fabulous week in the nw highlands in May/June). The first snow of the winter had arrived earlier in the week and on a trip to a SOS meeting in Stirling I noticed Ben Vorlich and Stuc a Chroin very white indeed. This spurred us on the get out and we chose this route as we could cycle in as well and use our bikes to good advantage. The forcast was ok with sunny spell but gale force buffeting expected on the tops. We met a little before 10am on the Sunday at the little car park at the head of Loch Fyne and just over the old bridge. We jumped on the bikes and were away at 10.03am! We took the road past the brewery which was tarmac almost all the way to the bike rack which made pleasant riding. At one point we had to negotiate our way past a heard of highland cows who were based in the middle of he road. We reached Inverchoirachan about 10 mins after leaving the bikes and it was around 10.45 by this point. Still only had glimpses of the summit ridge which was white with snow but more immediately we had a steep pull up the burn side. We kept on the south side up to the base of the waterfall where we stopped for a bite to eat. So far weather was ok a wee bit blowy but nothing too bad. The ground was now starting to freeze as we gained height and one at the top and source of the waterfall we could see our objective. From on the ground was white with snow. For being a relatively unknown or less popular hill as described in the guide books there were certainly enough people today!! In fact on the journey up all the usual car parks for hill walking were extremely busy. I would not like to pick a cloudy day to climb this hill as route finding on this clear day was hard enough. Anyway we found a snow gully to ascend which I found hard going as I had a sore back and putting the ice axe in meant bending more than I wanted, so I took some pain killers. We met some people who were on their way down who warned of spin drift and extremely windy condition once the ridge was gained. I already had my ski goggles and balaclava on in preparation!!! And they were right – for the last 400-500 meteres on the ridge (which had previously sheltered us) the wind was terrific and impeded steady walking. Luckily I was not affected by spin drify due to my gear – to note I never had to put on an extra top layer – my Rab vapour rinse working superbly again! ( It was good to reach the summit and the view from here are spectacular with the sea lochs and islands to the west and cruachan and oss and lui to the north. A great view point. We stayed for a few photos and then retreated!!! On way down bumped into Craig from across the road – I think the first tim I have ever met someone I know when on the hill – strange given this hills unpopular nature!!! Got back to car after pleasant bike down Glen Fyne at around 3 pm making round journey 5hrs.
Crianlarich Hills

Beinn Chabhair
933m/3061f(244)

14/09/02
This 4-6 hour route took us 9 hours!Went with dad-he drove.After










The day before (Etive More) I new the weather would be perfect










And it was. There was mist in Perth and all the way until Crianlari










Ich where it was more patchy. Left the car at Inverarnan Hotel










Walked to Bbeinglas farm and up steep slopes past impressive










Waterfall of BenGals burn. Still misty here. Folloed this burn all










The way to the Lochan Beinn Chabhair and we soon rose above 










The mist to reveal a blanket sea of mist which was breathtaking.










The sky was blue with no cloud and visiblity was perfect, some 










Of the best ever weather I have had in the mountains. Tooka while










To reach the summit (3.30-4pm) left car at 10.45am. Descent was










Slow and got back to the car at 7.45!! I took a detour back up the 










Other side of the burn to see the spectacular water fall.

AnCaisteal

995m/3264f(147)

02/06/01
Weather was sunny but cold and very windy especially at the top

Beinn a’ Chroin
940m/3084f(233)

02/06/01
Did Ancasteal first then on to Beinn a’Chroin. Climbed up 










Through the northen glen as oppoesed to the southern one. 










Climber with Dad who fell in a bog on the way down. Initially










Worrying but funny in hind sight!!.
Cruach Ardrain
1046m/3432f(87)

26/09/01
Climber these on a wed day off by myself. Rainy and overcast

Beinn Tulaichean
946m/3104f(220)

26/09/01
Walk through hydro scheme and boggy forest plantaions. Slipped










On log at beginning and hurt my rightknee. Still climbed both and










As a result injured other knee!! Weather was over cat cloud base 










~1500ft. Last Munros of 2001.

Ben More

1174m/3852f(16)

29/07/00
Overcast with the odd light shower. Cloud base was around half










Way up the mountain. Not Great views. Hardest climb I think










I have done!!Climbed with Adam. Went on to Stob Binnein.

Stob Binnein
1165m/3822f(18)

29/07/00
See as for Ben More

Tyndrum Hills

Beinn Laoigh(Lui)
1130m/3707f(28)

24/06/01
Partially cloudy, little rain. Brightened up after coming of the










Summit of Ben Lui. Cloud base around 3400feet. Cloudy at top










Of Lui. Nice views from the col between Lui and Chleibh.










Climber with Grogger and Dixon (first Munro for dixon).  









Walked through river on way back to car. Got lost in forest on ascent.







27/02/11
Second time summiting Lui. This time with Gerry McGarry.

Plan was to climb centre gully as winter had been exsptional in terms of cold and snow. Perth was blanketed from November on wards. The weather was good and best since I had been out with gerry. This was our third outing. Arrived at Dalrigh with Bikes at 8.30 and set off a little before 9. Forecast was good with weather improving through day but even now the sun was shining although there was a little cloud a top of Lui. It looked fantastic with snow down below the corrie but not low enough to affect our cycle in. We left our bikes on the high point of the track and set off down hill to cross the burn and then slogged our way up hill into the corrie where the fresh snow lay. This was the problem. More snow had fallen during the night and as we approached centre gully it became apparent that conditions were not right. IN places the snow was sofet and deep and I did not fancy tacking this 1000 feet up under the cornice. Additionally there was fresh avalanche debris on most of the gullys. Thus it was a traverse of the Coire Gathroach. We traversed south across two gullys and reached the ridge. Upon the ridge the view south to Ben lomond and oss and dubcraig were impressive. There were a couple of scrambly bits but nothing too difficult but ice axe was used on a number of occasions. The sky was blue however it was windy up top. We met a few other parties who had taken the walkers route up. The most difficult and exciting part of the day was the descent over the cornice and down the east shoulder. We then reached a col and another steep descent down a gully into the corrie. We stopped here and took the gear off and watched as two people were trying to tackle central gully. We watched as they moved very slowly and indeed stopped for ages about 20 foot from the col. ONE THEN TRAVERSED LEFT AND MADE SAFETY BUT THE OTHER SEEMED INTENT ON going through the cornice at its steepest part. At one point we noticed  he was on the slide and after eventually stopping it seemed he would follow his friend to the left and eventually to safety! Onec we got back to the bikes it was spring like and a quick 20min down hill free wheel saw us back at the car at 3 o’clock. A great day in the hills !!

Beinn a’ Chleibh
916m/3005f(281)

24/06/01
As above for Ben Lui

Ben Oss

1029m/3376f(101)

22/09/01
Climber with Al and his friend Jamie from Darigh just past 

Beinn Dubhchraig
978m/3209f(175)

22/09/01
Crianlarich. No rain but cloud base at around 2000ft. Nice natural










Old scots pine forest in walk in.

Crieff and Lochearn Hills
Ben Vorlich

985m/3232f(165)22/5/03
21/03/03
Forecast was relatively good, however when getting to Advorlich 

Stuc a’ Chroin
975m/3199f(182)

21/03/03
the weather was overcast and the cloud base at about 200feet. 










Walked up the well defined path – no chance of getting lost.










Was cold and the mist was fine. Was a strong wind blowing. Got










To the top in around 1 hr 15min, two summits – a trig point and










20 metere on a cairn. My route said go ssw from top to get to Stuc










a Chroin. I went down the wrong shoulder from the wrong top!!!!










Ended up heading towards Glen Artney!!. Doubled back-n early 










Found myself in the dreaded corrie on Ben Vorlich but luckliy 










Decided to call it a day and go back to the top and home. I got on

The wrong track and ended up on the corect track to stuc a chroin where I went to the wrong summit then got lost at the top!!!!. Went
down in to Glen Ample and walked along the road on the shores of loch earn to the car. Too many bloody weigie fisher minks!!!. The weather got better as I was coming off the hill as usual!!.










Also climber Vorlich after lanzarote with Lisa, Simon and Dad. 

Weather was good and clear all the way up. Was very windy at the top. Simon never made the final ascent as he was scared of the height. Got wet, on the way down when we were hit by a shower. Relatively good views from the top, could see Crieff etc and almost make out the sidlaws.

Ben Chonzie
931m/3054f(250)

15/08/99
Fantastic weather for this hill, climbed from Glen Lednock










Climbed with Leanne in shorts no shirt!! Leanne suffering badly










From a hangover but almost made it to the top b4 stopping around










20 minutes from the summit to eat all my chocolate whilst I was










at the summit!!!!








15/02/03
Climber this hill a second time on a brilliant February day. First










solo winter wlk, view were absolutely fantastic, nice and warm










due to no wind and sun. A lot of snow from the 3 weeks previosly










Lots of people were up this day. I made it to the top at 11.45 and










The views were brilliant. Got back to car at 1ish I think. Nice 










Walk.








23/06/04
First Munro of 2004 and first since Abby was born. Decided to 

climb from Glen Turret side and went up with Kev. The weather was pretty good although a shower hit us near the top. Got views to Lawers group but not much futherr-the views over Strathearn were better. Came of the summit and came down the west side of Loch Turret where there was not really a path till nearer the end. Still a nice walk though.








29/04/12
The forecast was looking good for the weekend and having spent a day at the Hawcraigs on Saturday I thought I’d chance my luck and fit in a wee hill outing on the Sunday!! In order to not completely deplete any brownie points I had left, I thought I’d make an extra early start with the expectation of getting home early too(
With this in mind I woke up at 05.15am and was in car about an hour later (should have packed night before!!). It was clear skies and a frost and things were looking great. Driving west to Crieff I could see a snow capped Ben Vorlich looking clear, visibility was looking fantastic.

Everything was going to plan until the wildlife decided to prevent easy passage to the car park at Loch Turret (video explains all). Anyway that small set back cost me around 15mins believe it or not!!

However I planned on making back the time as I had brought my bike with me. Left the Turret car park at just before 7am. Only a camper van there at this time. The sun was out however the track runs along the east shore of Loch Turret and due to this it was in the shade until after the loch which led to cold fingers!!

The ride along the Lochside was a bit up and down but mostly up so was looking forward to ride back. I left the bike just before the track started to descend near Lochan Uaine. I was planning on heading NW from here to the path up to the headwall near the Bealach na Gaoith, however the ground was really boggy so I opted to head across the heather and head in a more westerly direction up Creag an Lochain Uaine. I headed up the crags and stopped just before reaching the NE slopes of Ben Chonzie. This was a cracking spot and a small refreshment was had overlooking Loch Turret and Strathearn from high up. Once through the crags the broad summit ridge led to the summit. It was a cold biting wind up here but the views took the mind off the cold. In the distance there had obviously been a lot of snow as the Cairngorms were shining. Nearer Lawers, More and Vorlich had their winter hats on too!. Great views. It was now 08.50 and time to go before those brownie points diminished!!

I opted to descend the way I had intended to go up , via the Bealach na Gaoith and onto the steep wee path until the boggy ground was reached. Once back at the bike it did not take too long to get back to the car. Reached the car at 10.10.

With none of the “obstacles” blocking the road on the way home I was home before 11.00… Cracking…..

Rannoch and Glen Lyon Hills

Schiellion

1083m/3553f(59)

13/05/01
Tried to climb with Leanne but she was sick in Braes of Foss car 










Park. Went a few weeks later with Dad and Kevin Wellstead










Weather was great. Bank holiday so it was very busy!! Rocky










At the top.








02/12/06
Climbed with Ross and Kev for the second time. Ross came up
to Perth at 9.15 and we picked Kev up at 10ish. The forecast was ok with BBC saying clear blue skies by 2pm whilst the MWIS suggested that  winds would ease and chances of cloud free Muros rising in the afternoon. As we drove north we saw that the whole of Ben Vrackie was white and that the snow level was probable sitting below the 1000 foot mark. As we turned off the A9 the road got very icy with slush which had frozen and we observed two cars which had spun off the road!! Anyway we lft the car at the Braes of Foss at 11 oclock and started up the new path. The car park was busy and we saw a lot of fellow walkers on the hill(a blessing today as those who had gone before had cut  steps in the snow and made a path!!). We soon reached the snow line and the going was slow on the wet snow but as we got higher the snow firmed up a little and was good fun. Unfortunately as we reached the summit at 1 oclock there was still cloud and the views were no good to the west unfortunately however we got fleeting views to the south and more extensive views to the north and particularly to the east, looking over to glen tilt etc. We made our way down and as we reached half waf we turned to see the sy=ummit clear with blue skies above. Typical!! We got back to the car and got home for around 3.30.
Carn Gorm

1029m/3376f(103)

12/05/02
Went with Adam and his friends Mick and Dave. They were late

Meall Garbh

968m/3176f(186)

12/05/02
phone went in red phone box in Glen Lyon!! Fantastic day with

Carn Mairg

1041m/3415f(91)

12/05/02
great view across Scotland Nevis, Lomond , Glen Coe etc all seen

Meall nan Aighean
981m/3218f(169)

12/05/02
just like few weeks b4 when me and dad went up Vorlich. Once










Up these hill swere not that hard to climb between. 

Stuchd an Lochain
960m/3150f(197)

27/07/02
Climbed with Dad. Weather muggyish at bottom, reached cloud










Base at around 2500ft but it dropped later to around 2000ft. Once










We reached the ridge to first top, it started to rain. It was showry










After this and the wind waas gale force on the ridge all the way










To the summit. Never saw anything due to the cloud cover. Left 










Car at 11.15 got back at 3.30. Three wegies had argument at










Car park which was very funny!!.

Meall Buidhe
932m/3058f(248)

16/09/02
Went up with Dad and Leanne. Leanne turned back with bad










Blisters. Nice but windy , not great views, think cloud came in at










Top – not long walk and not that hard.

Lawers Hills

Meall Corranaich
1069m/3507f(68)

12/08/01
Climbed with Dad, Christie and Grogger. Weather was ok not 


Meall a’ Choire Leith926m/3038f(261)
12/08/01
sunny but not to cloudy.Great  views of other hill in Lawers range.

Meall Greigh
1001m/3284f(136)

14/07/01
Weather crap intermitant rain all day. Walked in from the visitor

Meall Garbh

1118m/3668f(35)

14/07/01
centre myself, round the side of Lawers to An Stuc first. Then the 

An Stuc

1118m/3668f(34)

14/07/01
other 2. An stuc very steep descent. After doing then walked back










Along the Loch Tay side of Ben Lawers.

Ben Lawers 

1214m/3983f(10)

22/07/00
Partly cloudy, cloud on the Loch Tay Side.










Not so much cloud on the north side. Midges at 










The top. Climbed with Dad.


Beinn Ghlas

1103m/3619f(47)

22/07/00
As above for Ben .Lawers

Meall nan Tarmachan1044m/3425f(89)
23/06/01
Climbed with Dad and Kev Wellstead, dry but muggy day with 










Base at around 2900ft sometimes clearing to see views. Did ridge










Which is nice walk. Saw RAF tornadoes fly by.








06/04/03
Suffering cold and got phone call from Adam at 8oclock sat night.










Was kicked out of house as leanne having ann summer party. So

Ad picked me up at around 9 ish and we headed up. It was overcast in the east. When we got there the cloud was hanging over the summits as it usually is when we go there. Sweat badly due to cold. However when we got to the top there was blue skys to the north although we could see nothing to the south of the ridge. Walked it the way we did it before took arounf 3 and a half hours. Saw lots of paraglider on return to car.








10/03/07
This was my birthday treat as Lewis was only a few weeks old. 
Myself and Arnie were using this as a training mission for our trip to skye in June. The forecast was awful – rain and gale force winds -80-90mph gusts near the summits!!. Anway we left the wee car park I rain and headed along the track. We had decided to to the circuit as before but in the oppostite or clockwise direction with the walk in at the beginning as opposed to at the end. Thw ind was in our faces ,  but we took heart from the fact that the wind would be at our backs on the trip back over the ridge. We talked about picture business and web pages etc. As we got higher the wind got more ferocious. We gained the ridge and made our way across sometimes wet slushy snow and at other times ice sludge and it was hard to tell the difference at times amking things interesting !! The ups and downs kept going and we were cautious as we knew the one bad step was not too far away. The win was awful and as we descended lee side it did slow a little , however the position of the bad step, we knew we were going to be hit hard!! As we approached the bad step there was a lot of snow in the gully in the bad step and we decided to get ice axes out, after shouting ovber the howling wind. This was intense. Progess was slow and as we made our way off the snow in the gully we hit the scramble and rock with lots of snow melt running off, however with the wind it was forced upward and it was like awaterfall in reverse and we did get soaked. The ice axes were still of use as I used it to dig into any earth to help myself up. We made it up and ontot the most scenic part of the route. The wind was still howling, however we were ok. With the bad step behind us, we thought it would be plain sailing now as the ridge opens out to the summit of Tarmachan. However as we reached the summit the wind picked up to the highest wind I have seen since Ben Alder. At the top we could not stand and it was desperate. The rain stung the cheeks as it whisteled throught he air failing to reach the ground!!. I thought this was the summit and we slowly made it over the summit. In doing this and concentrating in getting over the summit, we missed the descent route and went too far east. To determine we got Arnies storm shelter out – scary as the canvas amplified the sound of the wind. We tried the GPS but unable to get the map fully extended it was almost useless and continued east. Eventually when we got down a little we noticed we had decended too far and had in fact reach the summit previously. This route took us out south of the dam and we made our way back to the car for the journey home.
Mamlorn Hills

Meall Ghaordie
1039m/3409f(93)

28/07/01
With Dad and retired policeman called Dougie. Seemed the hill 










On forever!! Overcast but no rain. Cloud base at ~3000ft.

Beinn Heasgarnich
1078/3537f(62)

15/03/03
Went on my own, the weather was brilliant, on arriving in Glen

Creag Mhor

1047m/3435f(84)

15/03/03
Lochy the views to ben challum were great, very clear with snow

Capped peaks. This was great day the walk was relatively long and I got to the top of Heasgarnich first but arrived at the wrong end of the ridge so had to walk all the way along it then all the way back!!! Lots of snow on top where it was still cold. Although sunny there was a hard frost which remained in sheltered parts all day. Mhor looked very daunting with lots of snow but made it up and back nae bother. Long wak but think my new exercise bike is helping!!

Ben Challum
1025m/3363f(106)

16/08/03
Climbed this with dad and Bahne ( a summer student). We left 
Perth at 9ish and started walking at around 10.30. The weather was perfect – no cloud and clear visability, the views over the Crianlarich hills were fantastic. Could cleary see the ben etc and also great views of Ben Lui. We reached the top around 2.30 and then started down again. Easy walk on grassy slopes that were not too steep!! Got back to the car at 5.30ish and droive home. Once again the weather was some of the best I have walked in.

Sgiath Chuil

921m/3022f(270)

28/12/06
Had origionally wanted to climb Ben Vane and Ledi, however









After speaking with Ross I got the impression he was wanting to










Bag a munro – not a Corbett!! The weather for the previous week 










Had been cloudy but calm and there were reports of temperature 










Inversions, however from today onwards deep lows were to sweep










In and I was keen for an early start so as we could avoid these. We had intended to meet at 8-8.30 at the road leading to Auchessan farm. I got there at 8.25 and wyhen Ross had not turne up by 8.45- I started to worry. So I rember him talking of the burger van layby on the A85. I drove up there to see if I could get a signal on my phone, however on turning into the layby, he was behind me. Appanently he had driven back and forth trying to see me- some how we managed to miss one another!! Anyway we left the cars in heavy fog at 9am and made our way towards Auchessan farm. At this point some walker who had driven down the road told us there was no walking and a sign was up stating shooting in place. We started to talk of alternatives when the game keeper appeared quickly and seemed a little embarrassed and removed the sign which he had left up overnight by mistake!!! Thus we had our day back.  We followed the Allt Riobain and struck out across moorland towards Sgiath Chuil. As we reached the moorland we started to get above the fog and the white peak of Ben More became visible and it was an incredible sight and gave us increased hope for the day ahead as the summits all appeared well clear of cloud and a temperature inversion into the bag. I started to look forward to the extensive views we would get from the summit. The forecast seemed to have gotten it wrong!! As we climbed towards the hill itself I looked back and disappointingly discovered the forecast was perhaps not wrong as low cloud was filing in behind Ben More and the Crianlarich hills. As we ascended the snow covered Sguith Chuil the cloud formed and long before we reached the summit the cloud had enveloped us!! This was disappointing although I got some nice pictures of  Ben More. We had reached the summit by 11 am and we dexscended by following our footsteps as opposed going over to the second munro. W ereturned to the cars at 12.30. 



Meall Glas

959M/3146F(199)

01/03/03
Had no plans to climb on a March day until Christie calls me at 7







.15am on Friday morning! Went up on Saturday moring leaving at










9.45am. Got to Auchessen at around 11 ish and left the car on the 










main road. It was raining at this point and the weather remained 










overcast all day with cloud level at around 2000feet. Walked up 










onto heathery moorland , very boggy due to the rain night b4.










Snow patches started as we tackled the main part of the hill. There










Was a little fresh snow. Got very cold near the top and we decided










On only climbing the one hill. An easy route which took us just 










Under 4 hours. Nice views on Ben More, creates a sun shadow.

Bridge of Orchy Hills

Beinn Dorain
1076m/3530f(64)

18/08/02
Dixon and Dad with me. Great Day , sunshine etc. Went round 










Of Dorain in Crags – dad got vertigo then went straight to summit.










Great views of Glen Etive hills. Good days walking.

Beinn an Dothadh
1004m/3294f(129)

18/08/02
As for Ben Dorain.








06/02/11
This was not a summit climb , but my second mountaineering

trip with the ENT surgeon – Gerry McGarry. Previously we had gone  up Stob Coire an Lochan on Dorsal but this Sunday was to be my first proper gully. I had been feeling rotten on the days leading up to the Sunday and was unsure as to whether to go or not, however Gerry told me he was feelingthe same and it would not bee too strenuous!! We met at the toilets in Crianlarich and took my car up to Achallader. The forecast was calm but cloudy with rain moving in later in the day. It seemed pretty settled on arrival and we got going. Gerrys mate Dave was also present and this was also his first time in crampons!! It was overcast and tops of hill were covered. Ground was saturated. As we got nearer the NE Corrie it started to open up. My view of this hill had always been from the road side and though not completely dull it always came across as a @walkers hil@. However thi corrie impressed me and defineltyl seemed like a climbers haven !! We stopped at outshoot of West Gully and put our equipment on. The snow was ok and not soft, good for the crampons. Although not too technical I had both axes out. The gully was very impressive and picturesque!!! Nearr the top Gerry tied us inas he went up and broke through the cornice. As promised the snow here was not as nice and the eaddie effect made it softer. I was hit by some small lumps being sent down as he broke through the cornice@!! We unclipped from belay and made our way up. Once at the cornice I found it hard to get a purchase in the snow and slipped a few time s(quite scary) but eventually made it up!!! It was great climb. Then we headed off the hill. Unfortunately gerry tooks us the wrong way and we had to spend a bit of time traversing the road side of the hill to get back!!!! Good day though

Beinn Mhanach
954m/3130f(211)

30/12/07
This was the only Munro climbed on the Xmas holidays this year.
Ross and I parked the cars on the road side next to the main road and cycled along Glen on the land rover track. This track, as stated in the book did cross the river a number of time, 6 if I remember correctly!!!! This seemed ok on the bike , however the depth perception from above the water was not accurate and my boot was repeatedly dunked past the ankle level and both feet were truly soaked by the time we left the bikes!!! My legs were also wet as some speed was required to get from one side to the other without stopping!! We cycled almost to the watershed and left the bikes at the foot of the hill. Again I felt good, most of my fitness is done on the bike and I think Ross suffered, only because it was his first time sat in the saddle for more than 15 mins. We then started up hill and having climbed no more thann 200 ft we found our selves in the snow. We noticed a couple of walkers ahead of us. There was little wind but the tops were in cloud. The snow was fresh and not iced as we made our way up the pathless hillside following a couple of v cut  gullies. As we rreached the top there was a biting breeze and we did not hang around for much time here!!!!! We met the couple on the summit who were from Edinburgh and were spending the New Year at Loch Tay side. We hastily beat a track off and back to the bikes and we then sped down the valley. I did moan a little as I Have a sore back which I think was picked u helping the neighbours move a bed!!! It is still not right and riding a bike with a back pack on certainly did it no favours. We got back to the car and the whole trip had taked no longer than 4 hours. A testament to using bikes in the hills for access.

Beinn Achaladair
1038m/3405f(94)

04/08/02
Climbed both these hills on my tod!. Weather was brilliant all day

Beinn a’ Chreachain1081m/3547f(61)

04/08/02
-no rain but sunshine nearly all day, one or two clouds but brilliant










Otherwise. The clarity was a bit hazy. Went up the “wrong way ie










Went over the first bridge over railway line I saw! Far too early.










This meant I walked up to Meall Buide between the two hills first

· no path and ground was wet so got soaking feet !! A good slog

however got eaten alive by both clegs and the midge!! Ok once at top. Supposedly the car parkat farm and ruin is where the McDonalds stayed b4 killing the Campbells in the Masacre of Glencoe. Good day though took around 5 hours at a good pace.

Cruachan Hills

Ben Cruachan
1126m/3694f(31)

02/06/02
Climbed with Christie. Belting with rain when we left car. Got  

Stob Diamh

998m/3274f(143)

02/06/02
lost in forest b4 tracking back and getting onto path. Rain cleared










By time we got to the power dam however cloud base at around 










3000ft and cloudy at summits – no view unfortunately.








2/05/09
Climbed these two Munros once again with Ross on a sos so day

weather wise in May. We also included the corbet Beinn Buidhe into the bargain and it was a hard day with my legs feeling the strain for the days afterwards!!!When we left the car there was alittle rain as there was on the steep pull up to the dam. From here we headed east up the right of the wee crags and steeply to the summit of the Corbett. As we climbed the rain stopped and the cloud base which was at roughly corbet height started to lift slightly. The wind was fierce at this point and I did wonder at doing the horseshoe and if we did what enjoyability we would get!! As we tried to pick a line of descent the cloud cleared making our descent route easier as we could easily see the bealach and then climb up to the first Muro. The wind was even stronger here and I had to put on all layers to help prevent my parts falling off. The walk from here to the first munro was very easy and I had to question whether or not this was in fact the correct munro!!! However only the top of cruachan was covered at this point and we met the first of our walkers here. Three lads from Leed and another southerner – bank holiday weekends for you!! As we descended onto the ridge a few brief snow showers blew in which wee only brief. The wind was also dying out side the showers. We we reached the summit of cruachan the cloud was coming and going. We spent a little time here and descended back. Down the tourist path. On the we lochan the un came out and we were sheltered and we peeled off the clothes – typical May weather with 4 seasons in one day! We got back to the car almost exactly 7 hours after setting off. My legs were sore for around 2 days after!!!
Beinn a’ Chochuill
980m/3215f(172)

06/07/02
Climbed with Ross and Christy. Weather overcast with cloud base

Beinn Eunaich
989m/3245f(156)

06/07/02
above summits by time we got there, some showers about but we 










Missed them!!!

Glen Etive Hills

10/10/09
Myself and Ross climbed Ben Starav and Glas Beinn, for me a second time, in early October. Weather was good and we met at lay by near kingshouse where we left my car and ross drove down glen etive. The sun was shinig at this point. We took a wrong turning somewhere and ended up walking across boggy ground until we reached the base of the north east ridge (plus a dodgy burn crossing!!). There were only three other people on the hill two young lads and a young girl who had been blown off the Buchaille the previous day. Today the wind was not so bad and the sun was out. It was a pull again to the summit and the views were ok, with a wee bit of high cloud on the summit. ON our way to the second top we met two elderly gents one who was well into his 70s and nearl 80 if I recall correctly! I bloody hope I am still enjoying the hills if I reach that age!!! They had taken the stalkers path to the Meall nan tri Trgh earnan. Anyway our romp head over a subsiduray summit and then on thwe glas Bheinn. The walk out was pleasant enough although my knee was giving a little bit of bother. A nice walk though.
Ben Starav

1078m/3537f(63)

19/04/03
Climbed these hills with Christies dad, Ronnie on a cracking April

Glas Bheinn Mhor
997m/3271f
(145)

19/04/03
day. Took us 2 hours to get there , left at 6.45 and started walking

Beinn nan Aighenan960m/3150f(196)

19/04/03
at 9am. Weather was fantastic. Not a cloud in the sky the whole 

Day, hazy views to start with but as the day progressed it got clearer.  Was warm as well, just at the end of a 6-7 week dry warm period, temperatures were unbelievable up to 25OC in the west and it was not far away on this day. Nice half scramble to top of Ben Starav the highest of ther three peaks. Saw some wild life good views to the Cruachan massif and south to arochar alpps, tyndrum hills etc. North the view was not as good. Great days walking, long walk – got back to the car at around 5.30 so roughly 8 and a half hour walk.

Stob Coir’an Albannaich1044m/3425f(90)
23/04/05
I had planned to climb the cairngorms but the weather was 
Meall nan Eun
928m/3045f(254)

23/04/05
forecast better for the west coast so I headed for Glen Etive.
Once again I was up early, rising around 5 am. Abby had the chicken pox and it was her birthday the next day, so I wanted to get back home ASAP. I arrived in Glen etive after around 1.40mins driving around 7.40. On the drive down the glen there were numerous stags and large red deer right on the road and next to the car, these must be one of the most beautiful creatures alive – fantatic wild animals! So left for the hill around 8ish and I headed straight up the hill by the gorge stream which leads to Beinn Chaoiach 850 meters. This was a relative slog with no path on the eastern side of the stream although I noticed a path on the west side nearer the top. The views of Ben Starav were fantastic with snow on the top in the corrie. Once at the top of this summitI thought I had to go further to get to the 850 top- however a brief stop and chocolate bar gave me more focus for the pull up grass slpoes to the corniced summit of  Stob Coir an Albannaich. This is a fine summit. The weather was great with no clouds althought the views were not extensive due to hazy sunshine. The clear weather meant the decent onto the col to the next summit was not difficut although the  descent down slabby granite slabs and gorge was a careful foot stepper!! I was starting to feel my thighs now and still had not see anyone on the hill. The next step was up and down the minor top Meall Tarsuinn 877m. Then it was a wee slop up grassy slopes to the second munro – Meall nan Eun. From this angle this hill had the feel of a Eastern highland munro – a large grassy mound. I decended north west off this hill just east of the col – however I should have followed the should off and down. However a very hairy descent through a number of crags was had. I had to have my wits about me and a wrong foot may have been disasterous and a mortal fall!!!!! Once back in the glen I follwed the river through the meadow and round the hill to the car. The time was 1pm so a 5 hour round walk. Got home at 3ish. 

Stob a’ Choire Odhair945m/3100f(226)
08/09/04
Climbed these with gareth for the first time walking with him. 
Stob Ghabhar
1090m/3576f(55)

08/09/04
Had seen the weather on the Sunday and had 3 days holiday to
Take before the end of the month, thus decided to take the Wednesday. Gareth picked me up at 7 am and we headed off to the bRidge of Orchy. Left the car at 9.20 and started over the Victoria brige towardsAllt Toaig. There was some low cloud hugging the lower reaches of the hill and it would have been nice to climb through this to be above it , but it had burned off before we started climbing. The first hill, stob a choire Odhair we climber up the shoulder of which involved some zig zagging and was not too bad, but by thisa time the sun was out and there wqas not a cloud in the sky, perfect walking conditions with good views. We reached the summit by 11.30 ish and the views across Rannoch Moor were fantastic, probably the best I have seen as u could see right across it and all of the southern highland mountains as well. Gareth was not up for stob ghabhar so I left him on the first summit and climber this one on my own. The steep climb up to the Aonach Eagach was not too bad although I think I was full of energy!! Mage the summit at 1 ish and had a bite before heading strigh of one of the south ridges past the nice  waterfall and meeting G back at the car at 3 pm.

11/04/10
Climber Stob Ghabar and its neighbouring peak with ross on this

fantastic Aprils day. The previous winter had been the worst in over thirty years and much snow had fallen but the few days before this Saturday the weather had vastly improved and gave great weather for the wal. We met at 10 at the brig of orchy hotel and probably left the car (from Victoria bridge at 10.30. The place was busy with loads of cars and walkers. It was the middle of the easter holidays and the first good weather of the year. We walked in the same route as I had done previously with Gareth and up the southe western shou;lder of the munro nearer the rannoch moor. This was a steep pull alright but we kept going and did not stop for a rest until the zig zagas had relented and we had climbed the shoulder. We stopped for a bite then pulled onto the summit through a few patched of snow. We had decided to leave the ice axe and crampons in the car as the ridges looked clear – however this would be something we would regret in the next wee while !!!! I could not remember too much about my previous climb bar the hot weather and that Gareth headed off the first summit as I sped to the top of gahbar. We decended to the belach and Decided to head up on to te top of the aonach eagach. This was a steep pull and as it was north facing it was covered in snow. Ahead the other climbers had doned their crampons and ice axes and we pondered on whether to push on. Wew thought we would give it a go. It was not too bad, I gave one pole to Ross and I had the other and I kick steps in up the steep slope – this was ok and it helped my heel blister which had started earlier in the walk!! This was mountaineering and not walking. As one person said @there is no such thing as winter walking in the Scottish hills – only mountaineering!. We got to the top and had a chat with a chap from Glasgow. Then across the narrow anoch eagach ridge – had to be careful as this was snow covered and one wrong footstep would have been fatal. Then up to the snow covered summit for fantastic views. The hills were snow capped above 3000 feet and visibility was excellent could see cairngorms, schehalion, and way north past the ben as well as all the southern highlands. We then heade down to car past the wonderful waterfall and got back to the car 6 hours afer we started. The sun was warm and it felt like middle of summer. Switched on car and temp was 24!! Dropped once started driving to 19- still good for start of april – a great day in the hill with Ross. 

Creise


1100m/3609f(50)
21/10/06
31/08/02
Climbed these on my own. Weather was blustery showers with 

Meall a’ Bhuiridh
1108m/3635f(45)
21/10/06
31/08/02
some sunshine, especially later in the day. Left the car at the white










Corries ski centre car park at around 11 o,clock. Walked up under










Chair lift to firt set of ski huts . Then walked up following the










Ski tows to the summit, where the weather cleared and good 










Views over rannoch moor form Meall a Bhuirde. Met two 










People at summit. Went on to Creise, not too far. On this part ther










Were good views to Glen Etive & Coe. Decended down steep










Slopes to valley between the 2 Munros and then round the side of










The first one to the ski huts mid way up the mountain. From here










Met the route down to the car park, chair lift was working now










Some people on it. Took 4 hours as I go t back at 3 pm.










OK redid these two hill with Arnie and Donal as a scramble in 










Preparation for Skye route the following year. The weather was 










Meant to be ok and it turned out calm and overcast although the 

Summit was just in thin mist!! We left one car at the ski centre and the other we took round to Glen Etive. The books did warn of the risk of getting wet feet whilst trying to cross the River Etive and for the first time we crossed by taking socks and boots off. It was fun and added a bit to the adventure early on in the day!! We then trudged across moorland before reaching the base of the SRon na Creise or the nose of creise. We had a good view and could see the start of the scramble proper. After walking up steep grass slopes we reach a craggy slab with a way round to the right . However as we were here for practice we headed up this slab which turned out to be rather tricky, possibly the trickiest part of the scramble (although not the steepest or exposed!). The hand hold were small and tricky and the rock wet and slippy@!!!. Afetr this short section the ridge proper was reached after a very large boulder. There was a ramp on to the slabby rock and this part was only margionally easier than the predecending section due to the same reasons. Once this part was done, there was a large block of rock. To the left a gully allowed access up and this was the best part of the scamble with steepness but good hand holds. After this the scrambling was easier as the top of the ridge was gained. Following this there was still a 2km hike to the top of Creise. A nice ridge walk though. We thenstormed up the second Munro at some pace – got the sweat pouring out – but a good work out!! Then a steep descent for an hour to the car and home for Leanne going out (now 6 months pregger with no.two!!!).
Beinn Sgulaird
937m/3074f(237)

12/08/05
I had taken the Friday off work and was due to meet Ross
In Glen Etive later that evening to camp. The weather was not too bad on the way through with only one or two showers although the majority of the hills were cloud covered. When I eventually arrived at  Druimavuic after around 2 and a half hours from Perth (I took the Oban road from Tyndrum) and left for the hill at around 12.30. When leaving the hill was cloud free and things looked good. However as I made my way beside the Allt Buidhe the cloud covered the first high top at 863m and there was some very light patchy drizzle. I was recovering from a cold I had from the week earlier and did feel very fatigued and the going was hard. The views back to the west were absolutely fantastic looking over to the islands and the sea lochs looked particularly good and I would suggest doing the hill clockwise to get the best views. On reaching the westerly point of the ridge only the summit was in cloud and there were a number of ups and downs with limited views to glen coe and glen etive. I think this is a hill I would re visit in the future. After reaching the summit I made my way off the hill to the south west down steep slopes with no path!! I made my way towards the old sheiling at the base of the hill where a path did lead back to the road south of Taraphocan. On the lower water logged parts of the hill the long grass and bushes made the going difficult and I almost fell a number of times (as I did on the ridge nearly falling on numerous occasions on boulders etc – maybe the cold and feeling fatigued caused this!!). I eventually reached the road and trudged along the road to my car making it back just after 4.30. I then went over to Glen Etive and met Ross.

Sgor na h-Ulaidh
994m/3261f(149)

13/08/05

Beinn Fhionnlaidh
959m/3146f(198)

13/08/05
I had done Beinn Sgulaird the day before and met and camped 
With Ross in Glen Etive. We had planned a big day including a traverse from Etive to Coe going over Bidiean nam Bian, so we went and dropped Ross’s car off in Glen Coe and then travelled back to Glen Etive to park near Invercharnan (we got the wrong car parking place to start with!!!). The wweather was crap with torrential rain from when we woke up. The forecast  was for a front moving across the country followed by sharp showers. We left the car at 9.30 and as we did, the rain seemed to clear to broken cloud. A herd of deer was at the road side and looked impressive. We trudged up through forestry plantations and the beers the night b4 along with the remanants of the cold were making me feel a loittle low. The rain was blowing through and the peaks were all in the cloud, a situation which would not change all day! On reaching the end of the forrest we dropped to the river and crossed 2 of the most dodgy bridges I have ever seen – 3 pieces of wood with rusty corrugated iron over the top of them. Following this the ascent up to Beinn Fhionnlaidh started and we followed a path which we eventually lost (surprises surprise!!). Anyway we found the long summit ridge of Beinn Fhionnlaidh and made our way to the summit which was topped with a small trig point surrounded by a small stone circle (rather disappointing!!). From here there were 2 routes to our second destination of the day - Sgor na h-Ulaidh. One was to drop of west then north east, however I chose the more direct (and loosing less height option which was to go back to the east 841 peak of the summit ridge and head off north east. This proved to be a mistake !!! Initially the slope was not too steep but then the final 200m was very, very stteep. There was a gully and Ross took the southern side and I took the northern side. I must emphasies that one wrong step and we could have been goners. Those bloody walking sticks were sometimes more of a hindrance than a help!!! However follwing around 1 hour we made it to the bealach between these mountains. Luckily the best weather of the day was when we were descending where the cloud broke and we could see where we were going. From there we headed up to the col between Sgor na h-Ulaidh and  Meall an Bhuiridh and then north west up the steep should ridge of Sgor na h-Ulaidh. On reaching the summit we met the first people of the day, a 40 strong crowd from the Hamilton waling club.  We started to descend following the good track these people had taken up from Glen Coe which seemed the same direction as we had taken but luckily ross had taken his compass out and we seemed to be heading north instead of south east?!!! So we went back to the top and retraced our steps until we found the correct descent!! The weather was now windy, wet and cold, pretty miserable and it stayed like this most of the remainder of the day!!. We trudged back to car on sodden ground which was fun!! – not. Got back to the car at 5pm.
Glencoe

Sgor na h-Ulaidh
994m/3261f(149)

Buachaille Etive Mor1021m/3350f(110)
13/09/02
Grogger came up from Bournmouth. Went up on the Friday. Left

Stob na Broige
956m/3136f(207)

13/09/02
Perth 8.30. Misty in East. Got clear by Crianlarich, clear. Howev










As we approacher Glan Coe there was cloud surrounding Stob










Dearg and this one only!! Left and strated up Coire na Tulaich.










Instead of walking up scree we scrambled over some rock. 










Rock pinky coloured. Made to the bealach and the cloud at the top










Was starting to lift. As we approached the summit the cloud was










In the process of lifting and we were just poking our heads out of 










Top looking over a sea of mist. Soon it was clearing giving 










Extensive views over Rannoch moor, south and north over Nevis 










Grey Corries etc. The rest of the Day and ridge the weather was 










Very clear no clouds very warm ie no t shirt!! And the clarity was










Like a winters day could see for miles. Spent a lot of time on the 










Summits. Grogger fell asleep on last one!. Went for a swim on 










Way back in River Couplal. Just folowed route given in book.










Got back to car just after 6pm.








05/02/07
Climbed with Derek and Arnie as a practise run for the Cuillin.

I left Perth at just after 6 and got to the Bridge of Orchy at 8 oclock. Theweather was looking good and the previous week had been extremely mild with most of the snow melting away. Anway the fog at the Hotel left us as we drove passed the Blackmount and the Buachaille came into view. We stoped and looked to see the proposed route up Curved ridge , but to be honest I could no better tell one buttress from another at this point. Unfortunately I had not the time previously to study and had thus left or trusted this to arnie and Derek. Anyway we parked at Lagangarbh , blue skies and little wind and made our way round the path until we found the Water shed stone. From here we looked up at the mass of Crowberry tower and the North buttress and tried to decipher where to go and to pick up easy gully and crowberry gully. After a further wakl we turned left and decided to start scrambling. Even this low down the views across Rannoch moor were fantastic and one could easily see Schehallion. As we scrambled up we did reach a few tricky manouvers and I was aware of a ridge between us and Rannoch wall to the right (we were meant to be next to Rannoch wall!!!). The guide book did tell us not to mistake the more difficult D-line buttress for curved ridge (oops as we were to find out – that is exactly what we did!!). At this point there was apitch which had climbers hooks init and I suspected we were no longer on a @scramble @. At one point I went round a tricky concave piece of rock which Derek and Arnie decided against and they went up the gully. Derek got up but we needed to rope arnie up to get him up. Next was another hard section where we took our bags off to ascent then passed bags up. At this point, Arnie told Derek to shut up as he was under pressure!!. After this part it got easier until we got to a section were a gully lay to our left and a hard steep of rock to our right. A path went into the gully and the book suggests not going to the gully but staying to the rock?? We took wrong decision (Arnie and me I think and went into the gully!). However it is likely we were in the wrong place to begin with!! As we followed the path into the gully it soon was covered with the snow which covered the gully floor. We went up the side of the snow and had the ice axes out for the first time. The was precariousa s the snow was steep and the rock next to the snow was covered in ice. Afeter falling through the cornice at each of snow I scrambled up with the aid of the ice axe. At the top of this gully were more snow patches which we had to get up and across. This is where I performed my forst step cutting and ice axe help up a steep section. We were then level with the base of crowberry tower and also the top of the correct curved ridge (I knew from a picture of the ridge from the book). Thus this confirmed we had actually ascended D line gulley buttress as opposed to curved ridge!!! Any how, to get to the base of crowberry tower which was mentioned in the book we had to cross another gully filled with snow at a steep angle. This looked very dangerous especially as we had no crampons on and were going across as opposed to up. Derek and Arnie went that way but I decided to scramble up the left hand side of the gully which looked ok and was, although trick in places a good scramble. Once Derek and Arnie had crossed the snowfield they saw me further up – I shouted down that I would meet themat the summit and Derek was obviously annoyed at this. Althoug it is imperative to stay together I believe it is more important to not go outwith your comfort zone. Thus I got to the top in less than 15 mins and waited nearly 40 for Arnie and Derek to arrive. We also saw Tarmmighan in their white coats in the “tarigan gully”. Anyway once on the summit we saw the broken spectre. The second time I have seen it and the second time I have seen it on thios mountain! I must mention the party in jean who wondered if it was ok to descend off the west face!!!! Bloodyu English!! Anyway we were sooned joind on the summit by a climber (said he was a boulderer and had done lots of climbling on the west face Rannoch wall ertc). He had followed us up and told us we had definetly missed curved ridge and climbed the Dgully buttress!!!!!! Anyway we soon left the summit and descended steeply into the gully were the ice axe was out again for a precarious descent down hard packed snow!! Got back to car a sunset near 5pm. A memorable and exciting day was had and we nipped to the clachaig for a pint!!
Buachaille Etive Beag925m/3035f(263)
30/04/05
This was a bank holiday weekend where myself and Ross were
Stob Dubh

958m/3143f(201)

30/04/05
off to Glen Shel until the Monday. However we met at loch tulla
At 8.30 on the Saturday morning. The forecast was for a weather front to move north through the day, when we reach Glen Coe is was cloudy with the summits in mist but not raining and we left the cars at 9 oclock.. We set up the Lairig Eilde, which is a right of way to Glen Etive and then turned east to the col between the two munroes. At this point there were only two other walkers of the hill behind us, unusual I thought , for a bank holiday weekend? We summated the Beag first, it was a rocky ascent up the final pull and when we reached this summit the cloud was starting to blow around and clearl the top before blowing back again. We had limited views to Mor and down Glen Coe to the West. We thendescended back to the col and then traversed up to Stob Dubh over its shoulder to a nice little ridge to the summit, the most pleasurable part of the walk. We reached the knobbly summit, had a sandwich and then headed back to the col and back to the car. We got back to the car at 1 oclock, a 4 hour walk. The weather was getting better now and we headed towards glen sheil via Fort William and  a pub lunch.
Bidean nam Bian
1150m/3773f(23)

12/04/04
Did these wonderful hills with Christie and his dad. Weather was

Stob Coire Sgreamhach1072m/3517f(65)
12/04/04
great when left Perth no clouds. However there were some by the







 time  we reached glen coe. Walked up the between 2nd and 3rd sister to










Mountain u can see from road side something an lochan looks

Very imposing. Weather was lifting and getting better. As we came round back of this peak and saw the Bian peak it looked very alpinevery alpine and imposing with snow and cloud cover. The cloud lifted just as we made it to the top of this massif mountain., easy walk to second top then hairy steep decent in to the lost valley, which was very beautiful. Almost skiied down to the lost valley where we stopped and sun bathed at the bottom of this scenic and hot valley. Took around 6 and a half hours not going too fast though!! Very nice walk.








15/01/11
First climb with Gerry up Dorsal Arete. Good winter well bad 

winter conditions!! Good snow but rain and snow higher up. Never went to top of bidean but climbed up dorsal arête. We had initiaslly been heading for a climb on a corbet down glen orchy but georges car got stuck in the snow so we headed up here. I really fealt the walk in as had so much more weight in the bag with ropes , harnesses, rack and helmets!!! However the climb was grea fun with Gerry leading and me a george climbing behind on two separate ropes. It was very cold when stopped which we had to do a lot as gerry fixed belay points, hands got cold. It was a mixed climb with bits of snow and rock. Good day.

Aonach Eagach Ridge :
Meall Dearg

953m/3127f(212)

28/04/01
Climbed with Ad and Dave. Left the car in Glen Coe – Ad drove

Sgorr nam Fiannaidh967m/3173f(188)
28/04/01
Weather was heavy rain when we left the car – had Ads old mans










Boots on for crampons (never needed then though). As we 









Ascended the views to the three sisters was fantastics. Also the rain 









Started to turn to snow and was heavy . Path dissappeared. Just as we









Were going to turn back near the summit ofAn Bodach due to snow









But just as we were , the weather cleared for the rest of the day 









Leaving blue sunshine and brilliant views. The ridge was very scary









When we went down the first 20 metre drop I about shit myself on









The slabs with wet snow on them. Very good scrambling though.









Best day yet. Once sat end descended down the sree like spacemen!!









Went to the Clachaig for Beer and Nachos before going to Fort









William.








29/10/07
The Aonach Eagach for the second time!!! This time I was 

accompanied by Kevin C, Ross and Al Anthony. The weather was perfect all day with fantastic views in all directions and I even suffered a little sunburn the following day. A sopposed to before we extended the route this tmie starting on a scramble up A Chailleach to reach the 903m summit to the east of Sron Garbh. This scramble was on steep wet grass to start with and was a little tricky due to the consequences of a slip. On the upper reached the rock was good and we traverse round to the east where a chimney allowed us access onto the summit shoulder. From here the views over t the mamore forest and ring of steall/Nevis were fantastic. We headed east for a short while and reach the summit before heading for the crowds on the Aonach Eagach\1!!! The initial drop downwas not as bad as I had remembered although this time it did not snow and there was no snow lying. The scrambling was easier also and whether this is because on my first expedition it was my first scramble and now I have been on the majority of the scrambles in Scotland!!! Anyway the really exciting part was on the middle section the crazxy pinnicales where traffic meant the going was very slow, often hanging off a rock for some time. This allowed us to try and spot the der which were maing a lot of noise rutting. We reached the end of the second munro and continued westwards. This time we had left a car near Glencoe Village on the back road which allowed us to try the Pa. Ross initially did not want to do this, however we did and views from this hill were fantastic. I noticed that I was by far the least fit of us on the mountain as I struggled up and down the Pap!!!! We all then descended off the hill down the muddy peaty slopes, running most of the way which was fun although I was very aware of my knee!!!!! This was  agareat route on a great day with good friends some of who I had not seen for a while!!

Beinn a’Bheithir
1024m/3360f(107)

20/09/03
Climbed these with Ross. The forecast b4 leaving the house was
Sgorr Dhonuill
1001m/3284f(137)

20/09/03
for light cloud, but on awaking in Perth it was over cast and 
Raining. I was to meet Ross at the car park looking over Loch Tulla just before Rannoch Moor. By the time I met him the weather was clearing and by Glen Coe there was a cloud in the sky. I decided to walk this not by the suggested route up and down the same path through forestry commission, but by leaving one car in South Ballachullish anf the other in Ballachullish. We left from the school and climbed Sgorr Dearg and this route provided some nice scrambling and the weather was till good although some more cloud had rolled in but still 90% sun as it was for the mosty of the day. We left the car car around 10.45 and were at the top by 1 pm . It did not take long to get to Sgorr Dhonuill, the second munro and third top of the day, around 45 minutes. From here there were fantastic views over towards Mull and Ben More . We then continued West and dropped down a a red scree slope where some interesting scree running was had. Eventually we gained the forestry road and got back to the car at just before 4 oclock. So total time was 5 hours 20 mins. Good days walk from sea level.

Mamores

Binnein Beag
943m/3094f(230)

06/07/03
This was one of the hardest walks I have done to this time! Ihad 

Binneinn Mor
1130m/3707f(27)

06/07/03
origionally planned to go south of Torridon and camp, however 

Na Gruagaichean
1056M/3465f(74)

06/07/03
the forecast was for low cloud in the north so I decided to go to

Sgurr Eilde Mor
1010m/3314f(123)

06/07/03
Glen Nevis and camp here and walk the bottom four Mamores,

An Gearanach
982m/3222f(166)

06/07/03
then decide to do a wee walk on the Sunday. However this is what

Stob Coire a Chairn981m/3218f(171)

06/07/03
happened – left Perth at 6.15, got to bankfo and frealised I had

Am Bodach

1032m/3386f(99)

06/07/03
left my sleping bag so back to Perth. Left again at 6.40. Arrived

Sgurr a’Mhaim
1099m/3606f(51)

06/07/03
in Glen Nevis just after 9 oclock and set off at 9.15. It was clou









 but the level was about 3600 feet. Walked up to top of Glen 









Nevis and started to go up slopes of Binnein Beag, which did not   










Look big, however as it was still (high pressure azores in charge










) the midges were biting and the walk was a hard slogg to the top. 

The top part was gravelling and very slippy and annoying however I made it there for just after 11. The walk over to Binnein Mor was easy apart from the decent off beag where  I nearly started an avalanch, should have come off the Southern sholder but went straight off the western flank. From Binnein Mor decided to go to Sgor Eilde Beag and head back depending on time over as many munros as I could. This walk was a killer, a good drop between Mor and Eilde Beag. Was very tired by the time I got back tobealach!!. Then walked along the relatively easy route to NaGruagichean where I planned to stop for lunch. However busy so walk up second peak and there were people there too!! So had lunch at bealach beteen this munro and Stob Coire a Chairn, it was now around 3 ish. I was feeling it now! The walk from a Chairn o An Gearanach was a killer. A steep descent and then re acent between the two. A bit of scrambling involved here. I was thinking of calling it a day here as it was very tiring but at this point decided that I would drive home and not walk on the Sunday if I managed the rest of the walk! Once back at a Chairn I walked to AM Bodach and scrambled up its very steep north east face. I thought that from here it would be easier and it was although my legs were now in autopilot. It was 5.40pm at the point and I had my tea here. The walk to Sgorr an lubhair was tiring – had to stop on the ascent and rest. Between here and the last Munro of the day was the Devils ridge. Did not look tricky from my vantage points through the day – however once on this wee ridge I had to be very careful as one wrongly placed tired foot would mean a drop of around 250 metres. Another scramble was required here. Finnally I made it to the big cairn at the head of Sgurr a Mhaim. It was 7pm. I decided to go off the north west should and followed a path which was great until half way down where I got lost in trees, steep grassy/ferny slopes. Found my way to the bottom but then in a weird boulder strewn, mossy dangerous field as there were large holes between boulders hidden by  grass etc. Finally had to battle through 5 foot ferns and clamber over a fence (twice) and walked through a river (nice wet , cooling effect on sore feet!!) and back to the car. Time now 9pm so it took me 12 hours to complete this excellent walk. Definetly do the last four again – called the ring of steall again. Got home to perth at around 11.30 afetr driving through some horrible drissley rain. I measured the distace and it was 26km if flat – so more considering it was up and down.                

Stob Ban

999m/3278f(140)

29/04/01
Went up these with Ad and Dave day after Anoch Eagach. Stayed

Mullach nan Coirean939m/3081f(236)
29/04/01
in Fort William and weather was sunny and nice views all day. 










Left car in car aprk in Glen Nevis and walked up valley to










Bealach below Stob Ban. Easy so far then steep ascent to summit










Which relatively hairy as it was rocky and steep. From snow










Capped summit the views to Ben Nevis and South to Glen Coe










Etc were fantasic. Then walked along a ridge to M,nan Coirean.










This not a spectacular mountain. My feet in Ads dads shoes were










Agony!! Could hardly walk. Tto make things worse the sole came










Off and only a rucksack strap held them together. Still good day 










Had.

Ben Nevis, Aonachs , Grey Corries

Ben Nevis

1344m/4409f(1)

29/04/07
We did this hill as part of our Cuillin training and had choosen
Carn Mor Dearg
1220m/4003f(9)

29/04/07
either Ledge route or castle ridge. When we got up there we 
Decided on Castle ridge as in the book ledge route was a low grade and following up trips up the Buchaille we thought something harder would be better training. We started at 9.45, I had taken Kevin and Arnie up from Perth and we met Ross at the North face car park at Torlundy. The day was fine with clear skies – the weather for the most part of April had been fantastic although I was expecting good weather I though the views may be hazy. Following a 1.75 hr walk we reached na point near the CIC hut where we tunrber west and followed a ridge above a slabby ridge to the base of castle ridge. The scrambling was good with good hand holds and nothing too difficult lower down. However as the guides books say the hardest and crux of the climb is higher up. Superfit kev led the weay and soon came to the crux. I never went to look at it as he said the exposure was too tricky – a good decision givwen what was about to happen. I may have a had a goat it but did not want to roick the boat too much as I felt a little bit of tension (first meet etc). Anyway we avoided the crux by skirting into the gully to the south of castle ridge between the ridge and the castle itself. Half way up Arnie spotted a route back onto the ridge and we gave it a go whilst Ross and Kev progressed up the gully. Anyway the scrambling was very tricky – but not out of my range. It was clear it was not popular route as a lot of the holds were loose and lichen grew freely on all the available hand holds. I was nearly ontothe ridge when disaster nearly struck . This was the closest I have been to an accident on the hills. One last manover between me and the ridge proper was left and as always I tested the hand holds which seemed secure. I then had to lift and place all my weight on one of the handholds to reach safety. As I did this the entire slab of rock started to move. In a very acqard position I just managed to regain the very narrow triangular ledge. Whilst on this I tested this wobbly rock again and this time is left the rock face in slow motion and tumbled 60-70 feet into the guklly below with a sound which would have resonated round the whole of the corrie. The sound was unbelievable and as it shattered into a thousand pieces it started a mini avalanche adding to the sound. Luckily there was noone below which would have been fatal. Ross and Kev must have thought the worst which they confirmed when we caught up. We descended back to the gully and headed up to the ridge via thisroute stopping at the top to observe the fantastic views which went as far as skye and further – the clarity was razor sharp!. This was the end of the scramble and we headed across broken snow fields to the ant path and the summit of the highest mountain in the UK.  Once again the views were brilliant you could see all of the highlands, from Sheihallion to skye to Ben vorlich. We stopped at the top foir some food, then descended via the carn mor aret to carn more. Arnie at this point was not doin g well and was suffering due to a cold. Ross and Kev were going well , however I was suffering as well and was mentally exhausted. I had put this down to sleepless nights and new job – however over the next week I was to come down with a sever cough and cold which perhaps explain my lack of fiteness – good excuse eh???:). This route was hardly a scramble but was great fun. We descended off carn mor when we saw the mountain rescue helicopter flying nearby, they waved to us. At this point I went to  get my p[oles from my bag only to discover my car keys were missing – the boys were ahead and I thought they were playing a joke – they were not!!!! This spoiled anotherwise excellent day and as we got back we called lease plan and the AA then the local garage came out – told me they could not tow the car as it was an automatioc!! Kev and Arnies key and wallets were in the car. Luckily the back windows were wind down and a chap managed to break in. We then got a lift back home!!! Home at 10.30. Then back up next day to collect car after collecting keys from work.
Ben Nevis Again




15/04/12
Ben Nevis – An attempt at Tower Gully and ascent up Coire Leis

Having been up the Corbett Beinn Bhan a few days before and looked out over the Aonachs and the Ben it seemed like Winter was biting back. Almost unbelievable that a month before we were doing mountains in T-Shirts and shorts ;).  Anyway I was desperate to get the axes and crampons out so we decided to have a look at the North Face of the Ben and see if anything was on. 

We reached the North Face Carpark early and left the car at 07.20am. The weather was looking brilliant. Only a little cloud near the summit and blue skies everywhere. The snow on the Ben and the blue skies made it look fantastic Surprisingly the car park was empty and we hardly saw anyone until we reached the summit and started to head down the zig zags- we had the North Face to ourselves!!

We thought we would look at Tower Gully as we hoped there would be good old consolidated snow there. After around 1hr 40 we reached the bottom of the gully and started up. There was more snow than we thought and certainly too much windslab and graupel. Along with the avalanche debris we decided to leave this for another day…. So for plan B, we were contemplating two options – CMD via the arête or up onto the Ben. We were undecided and headed for Coire Leis. The going was slow here as the bolder field was covering in snow and disappearing legs and feet was a frequent event!! However a little scramble and grade I ascent up the head of Coire Leis saw us at the end of the CMD arête and decision had to be made…. The views south were great – although the cloud had come in the visibility was superb and the cloud still above the summits.

We opted for a slog to the top of Britain and we arrived at the trig about midday to see the first of the visitors from Glen Nevis arrive (we did see two people making their way along the CMD arête earlier so may have been on summit earlier too) . There was also a tent near the Coire Leis where some brave people had camped out – see video!!!

By now the blue skies were gone but the cloud was still well above the summit and views were great. We headed down the zig zags to the halfway lochan and from there cut back across pathless terrain to the main path to the North Face car park, arriving back at the car for about 15.00. It was a great day and although we did not get Tower Gully, the walk and weather were brilliant!!

Ben Nevis Again




07/05/12
N0.2 Gully – see youtube – but simul climbed – claes burning but great ascent considering it was bloomin May!!!!! Conditions were good

Ben Nevis again




24/06/12
Tower Ridge 24th June 2012

Often described as one of the finest mountaineering routes in Scotland, Tower  Ridge has been a route I have been wanting to attempt for a long time!! It is described in scrambling books as a grade 5 and rock books as a Diff and is perhaps a ridge that crosses the scrambling/climbing boundry – so would it be a scramble or a climb???

The weather up until the Sunday had been wet to say the least and our initial plans to try a climbing route in the Cairngorms were cancelled before the weekend had even started!! I had suggested an easier scramble or a hillwalk if the rain was to continue. When Tower Ridge was suggested it took no longer than  nano second for me to agree (.

As it was June we did not have an extra early start and left the North Face car park (which as empty) at 09.30, the weather looked ok as we walked in with only a few light showers before we reached the CIC hut. The cloud base was around 550m and we occasionally got glimpses of our objective, looking atmospheric as the cloud swirled round and over the North Face. 

We reached the ridge from Eastern Gully and up to the Douglas Gap.  The ascent up East Gully was extremely wet and slimy! Care had to be taken with the wet rock and we decided to see if the rock was this wet once up on the ridge. The rock remained very wet until we had ascended the Little tower although it had not rained again. However just before the Eastern Traverse the rock seemed to dry out a little and certainly gave more friction. Up until this point the ridge had certainly got our attention and I would definitely suggest it as a climb and not scramble in these conditions. I had read many accounts of benightments , mainly in winter conditions but also some in summer, I now realised why. We had been moving slower than expected due to the greasy rock and belaying parts which would have proved a lot easier if it had been drier. However once past the Easter Traverse and through the extremely wet Cleft – a huge crack which feels like clambering out of a pot hole- the climbing started to become enjoyable once again (
We had entered the cloud not far above the Douglas gap and had only a few breaks, this was a shame however it made the day atmospheric  and a little foreboding at times. This was most evident as we approached the infamous Tower Gap. Walking up to the gap along the narrow ledge with large drops falling away to nothingness into mist was amazing. Exposure was now on both sides and it was not long before I had to cross the gap!!  It was not too difficult but the safety of being roped up helped. The consequences of a fall here would be serious! The last section  would be described as a scramble to the top and it was enjoyable. Still no views though!! We then descended back to the North Face car park via the halfway lochan and got back to the car at 18.30.

A fantastic day, and probably due to the weather , we were the only party on the ridge and also saw surprisingly few people on the zig zags on our descent. My mind was also made up that is was definitely a climb and not a scramble especially in these conditions!!

Aonach Beag
1234m/4049f(7)

06/05/06
Had planned to camp on this weekend but unreliable and dodgy 
Aonach Mor

1221m/4006f(8)

06/05/06
weather reports meant we decided on the Friday to do a day trip 
On the Saturday when the report suggested the weather would be better. Anyway left Perth in glorious weather just before 7am in line to meet Ross at 9am in the car park at the end of Glen Nevis. The drive up was lovely, especially along the side of Loch Laggan where the hill of Loch Treig, The Grey Corries all had white hats which looked fantastic against a bright blue sky. Anyway reached the carpark at almost exactly 9am with Ross arriving shortly afterward. The weather was still fine although a little higher cloud was floating about. I was concerned about forecasts that heavy, thundery rain may occur in the afternoon and was hoping to be off the hill before this risk. We walked up Glen Nevis and past Nevis Gorge, where I donned my classy sun hat (had been burnt the week before in skye!) and stopped to take a couple pics of the impressive Steall waterfall. We headed further up the Glen to Steall Ruin where we decided which route to take up the hill. The majority of books suggest a route up the side of the Allt Coire Giubhsachen, however we decided to ascend Sgurr a Bhuic and complete and more horse shoe walk along the ridge and east facing corries. The ascent up this top was a hard  slog (any ascent up to a 4000 footer involves at least parts like this!) and at one point I was going to skip past this top to the col, however,gladly we both went to the rocky summit. Upon arrival at the summit cairn I was surprised to see that beyond the Cairn, the ground disappeared into a steep corrie, which gave an airy feel to our first lunch stop. We had left perhaps around 9.30 and reach this point at 11ish. The views from this point we some of the best of the day with all the Mamore open to the south and also great views of the neighbouring Grey Corries to the East. We then continued along the rim of these east facing corries up Stob Coire Bhealaich where we could see that from this point much of the going was going to be over snow. Luckily the good weather (light high cloud well above summits) and previously kicked step in the snow made the going alright.  The snow was soft, but deep enough that you did not loose feet done spaces between rocks!! There was around 25 minutes of walking over snow until we reached the summit (having no sunglasses really affected the eyes when walking over the snow). On reaching the top, the depth of the snow meant that the summit cairn was covered, a result of the late winter weather which was experienced a couple of weeks previously. The views west to The Ben were absolutely brilliant with the snow coverered Ben glistening in the sun!! This must be the best view of the countries highest mountain. We descended to the col between the two Aonachs following others footprints in the snow.The south ridge of Aonach Mor (south facing) had less snow and was a gentle walk to the summit where more great views of Carn Mor Dearg and he Ben were had. Looking back, Aonach Beag also looks impressive from here with the snow and cliffs making the hill look more dramatic than from the north. The descent off Aonach Mor (books do give warning that navigation is hard here) was tricky. Initially we left it too long before turning west to go the col between Carn Mor Dearg and Aonach Mor. This resulted in being such on steep sided slopes, and this was in clear weather (thankfully the mist was not in?!!). We ascended back on to the ridge for a short distance and soon founf the path which descended steeply to the col we were looking for.  The windy whistled up through this valley and the first part of the descent was made with watery eyes!! This route of descent following the Allt Coire Giubhsachen south was ok , a bit boggy in places and followed the attractive upper water and falls of Allt Coire Giubhsachen . We both agreed that the route of ascent we choose was far superior than this route which was given in the majority of books, as our route gave far betters views on route up and involved a  different route of descent. We had reach the summit of the second munro at around 1.30ish and at this point the clouds were building to the south, although still above all summits. By the time we got to the car at 3.30 the first few spots of rain were falling and on my drive home I could see the summits of the Aonach were now cloud covered, for once we had timed our walk brilliantly!!!
Stob Ban

977m/3205f(178)
27/08/06

These were climbed with Ross late in August on the 2nd last day
Stob Choie Claurigh1177m/3826f(15)
27/08/06

before I started my new job with Karl Storz. The forecast was
Stob Coirean Laoigh1116m/3661f(38)
27/08/06

rubbish and predicted showers in the west merging to longer 
Sgurr Choinnich Mor1094m/3589f(52)27/08/06

spells of rain – we did expect to be drenched and not see too many
Views!! Ross even waterproofed his jacket for the challenge. I was not too bothered as it had been ages since I had been out in terrible conditions and was up for the challenge – providing you have the jacket and waterproofs, it can be ok walking in the rain, however I was worried a little about high winds up on the ridge. I left Perth around 6.50am and aimed to meet Ross in Glen Nevis around 9ish. I arrived at 9am having come through some quick heavy squally showers near Roy Bridge (not good as that was where we were heading!). We took my car round to Corriechoille, were the road became a little bumpy, but we did reach the small car park at 9.35 where the weather did not look as bad. Anyway we left the car near 10 ish and started up the road up the Lairig Leacach towards the Bothy. On route there were a few showers and one just as we reached the bothy which caused a little concern as it was heavy and longer than the rest. However just before this one arrived we got a view of Stob Ban and realised we may get views , albeit , fleeting through out the day, that is providing the weather did not deteriorate. Once we had passed the bothy the shower passed and something happened we did not expect – the sun came out for a short while. Whilst this was the case we found a wee spot on the Allt a’ Chuil Choirean at the top of the waterfall to have a bite to eat. From here we went to the head of the corrie where the going got steep until we reached the col overlooking the Coire Rath down into Glen Nevis and over to the Mamores. Here another shower hit us and the wind picked up. We decided to leave our packs in the col and headed for the first summit and munro of the day – Stob Ban. This was a bit of a bugger to climb as it was steep but the scree was very loose and keeping your footing was tricky!! The ascent up the north, north west side was steep but relatively short and the summit was made where we saw someone briefly, obviously not wanting to chat he pissed off!! The weather was still windy and wet with limited visibility. I was getting a little concerned over the wind as if this summit was windy, then it was likely to be worse on the Grey Corrie ridge. We decended to the col and collected our packs, then headed up the long slopes of Stob Choire Claurigh (which coincidentally did not look as bad from the fleeting views we got from Stob Ban). Afetr a slog we reached the summit where, unbelievably, the weather took a turn for the better and the whole of the Lochaber traverse was displayed in front of us, bar The Ben which was cloud covered. This was a geat ridge WALK with little or no scrambling involved, and route finding was easy as the ridge was just that. I stopped to add a second plaster to my right ankle, but we headed along the ridge . The Caistell was interesting but the hardest pull was up the final munro of Sgurr Choinnich Mor as legs were getting stiff and tired, however the weather seemed to be getting better. We headed down towards Glen Nevis heading south west over rough ground where a grassy path came and went. My knees and toes (bruised toe nail) were getting sore and the legs were tired by thisa point and I was just wanting to get back to the car and home at this point (it was near 5 by this point)!! We made the path and met two folk doing a @Walk for Wilderness@ to bring the John Muir trust publicity (taking a petition to House of parliament???). Anyway once we reached Steall waterfall we were back to civalisation with numerous tourists up therein their jeans and T shirts!! We made it back to the car near 5.30 to 6 pm. Then Ross took me back to my car round past Spean Bridge and I headed home after a wee chat with an eldery game keeper. Made it home knackered at 8.30!!
Loch Treig and Loch Ossan

Stob a’ Choire Mheadhoin1105m/3625f(46)
26/05/07
These hill I climbed with Ross in the one outing. This was to be
Stob Coire Easain
1115m/3658f(39)

26/05/07
the last training before the Cuillin Ridge the week later and it
Stob Coire Sgriodain979m/3212f(174)
26/05/07
really proved to be a test on endurance and stamina. We left
Chno Dearg

1046m/3432f(86)

26/05/07
from fersit perhaps at 9.30 ish and headed initially for









Stob Coire Sgriodain. The weather was ok with some sunshine










Although the temperature was low and there was snow on the 










Tops as forecast. The walk to the first peak was a bit of a trudge 










Through heather to start with util we reached the corrie and a

Ridge when the going gotr a little better. When we reached the
 summit the views were amazing stretching far and wide. The aonachs and the ben seemed  to be holding a lot of snow. The summit had a little snow on it but hardly a covering. As we laeft and headed for the next summit Chno Dearg it started to snow lightly. The weather was looking ok. The walk to the second summit was easy however as we decended this summit and headed towardsthe southern shores of Loch Trieg a hail storm developed which was very uncomfortable. at this point i realised that this was going to be extremely tough as I was feeling my legs already!!!. The hail storm lasted around 20 minutes then cleared and we were to have no more showers for the duration. As we got to loch treig we had to circumnavigate its southern shoreline which seemed to go on and on, probably cause I was starving and wanting my food. As this was the furtherst point from the car there was no option but to headed back over the second two munros. This was energy sapping, the climb up to Stob Coire Easain was unbelievable and very tough, great preparation for the Cuillin. There was one falso summit and although absolutely knackered we reached the top. And then a fairly no descript travser to the fourth and last summit of the day. It was then a hike downto the car which was not too bad. Next walk was the Cuillin!!!
Beinn na Lap
935m/3068f(241)

27/06/06
Climbed this hill on the day after my 3000 foot camp on Beinn
Carn Dearg. The weather strated cloudy, as I was 3000 foot up. As I decended the cloud was sitting at 2000 feet and readily breaking up. I reached Peters Rock relatively quickly and early ie 9ish and left my tent , sleeping bag and any other heavy stuff I did not require. I had origionally planned to tackle the two munros on the east of Loch Treig , but quickly forgot that idea due to increasingly sore heals!!! From the western end of Loch Ossian I strated my climb up Beinn na Lap as my heals got more sore. I almost stood on a grouse nest full of eggs, which was the most interesting thing which had happened on the ascent. I also stopped and phoned Leanne to let her know I was not going to make it home for four!!! The weather was now sunny and I made the summit before 11 o’clock. I did not stop as there were two at the top who seemed not to want company. Anyway a little further on (I decended down the eastern spur of the mountain) I stopped to administer plasters as my heals were well burning up, rather worrying given my position being furthest from the car. Anyway having never worn compeed blister plasters I was sceptical , but should have put them on the day before, however they gave instant relieve and I carried on my way down to the land rover track in Strath Ossian. However around an hour later on my return at around Loch Ossian my heals strated to really hurt again and I presumed the plasters had been ineffective and come off. However when I stopped and looked the plasters were still on (they remained on for a week and a half!!) what had happened was that when the boots were wearing at my heals they were not allowing blisters to form  due to them taking the skin off. After applying the plasters the blister formed and were causing the pain. The sun was out and I eventually reached Peter rock. The walk back would have been fantastic any other way but my heals were very bloody sore and the pack was heavy nowe with the tent back in it. The views over to the blackmount and wall of rannoch were breathtaking. I cannot stress enough that if the weather permits such views the best way to climb this mountain is on this route and not from corrour station! I met a group of duke of Edinburgh students from aberfeldy. The walk was agony although the weather remained fantastic , sunny with excellent clarity. I eventually made it back to the car at 4 oclock . The walk out from the summit had taken the best part of 5 and a half hours!! An amazing adventure where I could now say that I had wild and high camped!!
Sgor Gaighre
955m/3133f(208)

26/06/06
These hills were climbed on a Monday evening when I had no 
Carn Dearg

941m/3087f(231)

26/06/06
plans to climb first thing on that Monday morning!! It came









About as I had accidently picked Leannes car keys up and had










Them in my pocket at work. Thus I had to come back to Perth. I










Had been wanting to camp at the top of a munro to watch a sunset 








from the summit of a Munro for years and had ear marked these 

Hills for this purpose. Anyway the forecast was good and the MWIS suggested that the clarity would be good although not clear blue skies thus I decided to take a half day then the Tuesday off. I got home around 12.30ish and quickly had lunch and gathered my hillwalking stuff together. I then set off and it took nearly two bloody hours as I was stuck behind some bloody English tourist buses on a single track road! Inconsiderate buggers did not even have the decency to loet me pass. Anyway then headed back on the south road and I reach Loch Eigheach around 3.30-4ish. From here I took the good land roverish path which takes you to Corrour station. A few jet plans were flying around and I saw an impressive  loop the loop by a trnadoe. I was a little nervous and wondered if I was capable of performing this as it was only the second time I had worn my new boots which had shredded my heals previously in Ullapoool. Additionally I was climbing with a pack that was at least two and a half times heavier than my usual pack. Anyway I turned of the main track and headed for the Corbett of Beinn Pharlagain. I found the going very tough and was soon munching into my chocolate to give me extra strength! I eventually made the summit of this twisting  hill around 7o’clock. I was very tired at this point although the weather was good with cloud cover (well above summits) and a little breeze. I could slightly also feel my heals although not too badly at this point. The views were fantastic and some of the best I have ever seen, with nearly all the hills in the central belt easily seen from schiellahllion to the geln etiv and coe hills north to the grey corries and Ben Nevis. I carried on to the summit of Sgor Gaibhre and the pull to this summit was very tough. I stopped and the top, at 8ish and phoned leanne, I also had some more food before setting of for my campsite – the summit of Carn Dearg. The walk up this was also tiring but I made it before 9 to the impressive cairn at the top. I descended the north west should for a couple of hundred metres and found a nice spot overlooking Rannoch moor to Blackwater and also over to the western end of loch Ossian. There was still some cloud cover , but I was determined to watch the sunset. The ground was very comfy with lots of moss making an ideal bed!!. I made some macaroni and beans for tea and waited for the sunset. When it came it was nice with the hills to the south west been made to glow red and pink. I reckon I will see nicer sunsets but this was my first at 3000feet! I had set the alarm for 5 oclock (sunset was 10.15 and rise was 4.30) to see the sun rise, but when I awoke all I could see was a mist, the cloud was down in the summit. I eventually got up around 8ish and the cloud was still in (I had hoped for a temperaturte inversion, but it never happened. I had chicken super noodles for breaky and headed off for Beinn na Lappien. 
Loch Ericht to Loch Laggan

Carn Dearg

1034m/3392f(98)

11/07/05
I tok the Monday off work as the forecast was good and in fact
Geal- Charn

1132m/3714f(26)

11/07/05
this was the best day of the weekend and the weather forecasts
Aonach Beag
1116m/3661f(37)

11/07/05
had promised that this was going to be the warmest day of the
Beinn Eibhinn
1102m/3615f(48)

11/07/05
this far with inland temperatures rising to 30-31 degrees !!
For this reason I left early and decided to walk through the Bealach Dubh in the morning when the te,meeratures were cooler and the ridge in the afternoon where there was a better chance of wind. I left Perth at 6.45 and arrived in drummochter an hour later. I was away on my bike by 8 am.. The cycle to Loch Pattick took around 1 hour or just under and I decided to leave my bike at this position so that the descent from Carn Dearg would be more gentle , rather than a knee cruncher from there tio Culra Bothy. The weather was fantastic, perhaps a little too hot, so the factor 20 was being liberally applied!! The only downside to this walk started as I was locking mybike up ----- CLEGS – and lots of them. They were a problem all the way until onto the ridge where the breeze get them at bay. I walked up Bealach Dubh (where 3 tornados passed over – about shat meself!) and got to the bealch and tried to be smart and not loose any height by skirting Coire a Charra Bhig – this did not work and I had to drop down to the base before climbing up to the col between Beinnein Eibhhinn and Aonach Beag. I left the pack here and quickly climbed Beinn Eibhinn, the start of the ridge, met 2 set of two people coming back down and them I headed up Aonach Beag where I met a chap who was backpacking for 5 days , he had a huge pack! I then moved onto Geal Carn where I met 2 people from Roybridge, an elderly couple and I was impressed they had got to the remote summit!! This ups and downs of these 3 summits were not too bad on the legs, however fatigue set in on the way to Carn Dearg the smallest paek and the peak I thought and should have beenthe easiest. I was knackered by the time I reached the summit!!! The weather was fantastic and the feeling of remoteness was fantastic. I then descended back to my bike and headed alng Loch Ericht, a trip which was not as bad as I thought it weouls be, however there were still about 4 uphill hard parts. I made it back to the car at 4.30 feeling like a fried prawn!!!! Over all this was  a long, klong walk and the fact I did it in 8.5 hours was quick. My feet were sore from walking on the path which was too good!!!! Nice walk though and 4 more ticked off!!
Ben Alder

1148m/3766f(25)

17/08/02
Went camping with Christie using my new tent. Mum drove us up 










Perth arriving at Dalwhinnie at 8.45. Took 3.30 hours to walk in 










To Culra bothy located past  Loch Pattack on route to Ben Alder. 

Beinn Bheoil
1019m/3343f(112)

17/08/02
weather on this Saturday was very windy good strong wind. Got 










The bothy at just after 11 am. Put the tent  up in windy weather










Did not think it was going to stay up!! Left for the walk at 12.50. 










Still strong wind in our faces all the way up past Loch a Bhealaith










Bheithe (water spraying up off loch wisping). Got to the bealach 










To see the end of Loch Ericht. The set uip Ben Alder with wind










Blowing us up. Started to really feel the wind on this massif hill.










Met some people come off summit (bolderly not bad views not










Clear though could make out Schehallien). Once at top took 










Refuge behind cairn. First sign of cloud lowereing. Just above the










Summit at this point. Really battled against wind on the way back










Keeping low and vitually running down. As we got back to the 










Bealach we turned round to see that the cloud had followed us










Down and was now just above the beleach. Still very windy. 










Started for Beinn Bheoil in cloud and wind. Made First top in 










Wind then made for top. Could hear strong wind ahead but 










Thought nothing of it. Then at one point I stopped as wind was 










Pushing my hat down ovwer my eyes so I took it off- 2 mins later










We were nearly blown off the ridge (I was scared !!!) had to 










Virtually lye don clinging to rocks- kev pointed to some rocks










And I struggled to them through the storm force winds. Though to










Go back but when kev arrived we looked at the map to see afunnel










Formed by crags coming up from Ericht. 70-80mphs wind. We 










Made it past and the wind was still strong but nopt as bad then it










Was a slog in the pissing rain down to the tent where we used the 










Bothy to cook potnoodle (noi fork!!)&sausage. Slept in tent windy










Had 2beers and pipe!! Piss @5am . I got up @9.30 and went to 










See weathyer and got eaten alive all over in 2 mins!!. Dickedarnd










Until 12.30 then came back in rain for 3.5 hrs to dalwhinnie. 










Spent a few hours in the pub till kevs dad picked us up. Really










Sore balls of feet and shoulders. God weekend though!!

Beinn a’Chlachair
1087m/3566f(56)
19/05/07

This was traiing for the big Cuillin traverse and I climbed
Geal Charn

1049m/3442f(81)
19/05/07

with Duncan and Arnie. We had planned to bivvy out on the shore
Creag Pitridh
924m/3030f(264)
19/05/07

of Lochan na h Earba and we headed there from the bunk house at









Dalwhinnie. We had origionally intended to go the Knoydart but 

The forecast was not good so we chickened out!! However we started near 9ish and got thorouly soaked as the heavy rain decended. As we left our gear on the sandy shores moral was low. First stop was Beinn a Chlachair which was a slog in the rain but once on its summit plateux it was not too bad although the going was slow due to acqard sized boulders!! We rested on the summit and blessed our luck that the rain had stopped, however second after leaving the cairn we were hit by a blizzard which nearly sent us in the completely wrong direction, the snow was lying too, however the lower we got the more it turned back to cold wet rain!!. As we heaed for Geal Charn it went off again and we ascended this mountain which again was a slog. Once on the summit plateux we were in mist and a very strange phenomenon happened to me and Arnie. Whilst trying to descide if we were on the summit (there were many small tops) we looked down thinking there was a 60-80 foot dropp ahead. This seemed unusual as there was nothing on the map. After a discussion we decided to head down slightly and after only a meter we saw that this drop was only of a couple of metres if that!! A strange optical illusion had happened to us. The rest of the day was uneventfull (the packs were big and heavy (for the Cuillin) the final peak was easy, however Duncan injured his knee on the descent which made the going a bit slower. Training was going well!!!!
Drumochter Hills

A’Bhuidheanach Bheag936m/3071f(240)
30/06/01
Climber with dad, both of us had a cold and felt miserable! We


Carn na Caim
941m/3087f(232)

30/06/01
went up disused road to a old quarry from here over moor land










To A’Bhuidheanach Bheag in mist. Took 40 mins to find summit










We just missed it by 10-20 meters first time. Walk to Carn naBam










Was long and teadious. Saw Golden Plumers? Was miserable 










Over cast weather with some rain.

Meall Chuaich
951m/3120f(214)

25/03/00
Climbed on way to Carrbridge in March. Forgot Map. The 










Was cold and windy. Once on mountain there were a few long










Snow showers which hit my face like needles. Ihad on my nevica










Jacket and jogging botoms!! Al gave me his gaters which helped!

Geal Charn

917m/3008f(279)

11/08/02
Went with Dad and Clive (maggies friend). Was at the Saints










Inverness Caley match day b4, big piss up and went to sportsters.










Promised I would go up though so went to bed at 4am and got up










At 8am. Think it is first hill done pissed. Were going to do 










A’Mharconaich also but weather closed in near top so came back










Down after one. Did not take long – no longer than 2 hours up










And down. Came home to sleep. Weather all way to top was 










Cloudy but above summit. Once at summit it blew in. Cannot see










Summit from road as it sits just back from main ridge.

29/03/12
Had been up in Raigmore and fancied a wee walk on way back down. Decided on Geal Charn. The snow had been stripped form the mountains after a really mild spell. A quick blast gae fin rewards down Loch Ericht and over to Ben Alder with a smouldering skie. Lovely walk – nice wee video on You tube too……

A’Mharconaich
975m/3199f(179)
01/06/03
Climbed this hill with Dad. Went up from Balsporran cottages. Weather

Was hot and the views were not very good as it was very hazy. Just did the one this day. Saw some wild life : a grouse pretended to be injured and lead away from her young chicks, also saw a lone deer and a mountain hare. Once at top thought that we may see Ben Alder but could not even make that out due to the haze which was heavy.
22/08/12
Was going to do an early morning Corbett on way up to Raigmore- had a 2pm appointment, however thought the Corbett route would cut it fine so having been up Geal Charn earlier in year I thought about a blast up here. I was still in shck and not really knowing what I thought of the hills after Rogers accident. I left car at 8ish and back within 3 hr- seemed cold and barren on walk – not sure if this was because my heart was not in it today – need more tim to heal…….

Beinn Udlamain
1011m/3317f(119)
15/06/03
This was a Sunday climb which I did on Fathers day with Dad. We 

Sgairneach Mhor
991m/3251f(155) 
15/06/03
parked not too far from the pass of drummochters highest point and 

Walked up the Allt Coire Dhomhain track. The weather was good with partially broken cloud and great visibilty for sucha  warm day. We walked up the shoulder on Udlamain and reached the summit at around 1.30 after leaving the car at about 11ish. Here there was a large party of people fromout of no where which pisswed me off as I wanted somewhere to eat out of the wind!! Great views of Ben Alder and surrounding hill and also south to Lawers group, schihallion etc. Waked on to second toop , nice easy whale back moor and met a no walking plonker at the top who thought that the views was hazy – fucking idiot!!. Dad was late in getting back for the cocktail party in Anstruther!!! Ii did three munros the day b4 so was sore!!

Tarf and Tilt Hills

Beinn a’Ghlo:

Carn Liath

975m/3199f(181)

24/07/04
One of the first hills after Abs birth. Went up with dad and Kev 
Dad and must say was one of the easiest Munros I have ever done. A wee pull to the summit then back down a boulder , well worn path. The weather forecast was rain but we found it to be overcast and the rain did not start till we got back to the car at 12.30-1.10 ish – unbe;leivable was home by 2 to keep leanne happy.

Braigh Coire Chruinnbhalgain1070m/3510f(66)02/07/05
Had already done carn liath with dad so had to do my own route
Carn nan Gabhar
1121m/3678f(32)

02/07/05
as all the books include this munro. Leanne was at a cold play
Concert the night before so I got up later on the Saturday morning and looked after abby until the back of ten. I reached the car park?at Loch Moraig around 11.15 and set off on my bike, on the landrover/mountain bike track which circuits the whole of Beinn a’Ghlo. I had origionally planned to go up and over Airgiod Bheinn which looked very steep and imposing as I headed towards it on a well trodden path after leaving my bike in the heather south of Carn Liath. I had to travel a wee bit over heather before reaching this path. As it headed towards Airgiod Bheinn it started to head northwards  and the path actually went up the valley containing the  Allt Bealach an Fhionda to the col between the two munros : Braigh Coire Chruinnbhalgain and Carn nan Gabhar. So I took this route as opposed to down the the base of  Airgiod Bheinn and right over the top!! Until this point the weather had been fine with a little sunshine and the cloud base above all the summits. The cloud to the south looked a little threatening but I thought it would be fine, howver I did notice the wind pick up as I traved up the last valley, but I put this down the the wind being funnelled through the valley. As I headed towards the summit of  Carn nan Gabhar, which did not look too far (I could see the first cairn on the summit ridge) the weather closed in , and rather quickly, the rain started , the mist came in and feroucious winds whipped up!! By the ime I reached the col between Carn nan Gabhar and Airgroid Bheinn the wind was so veroucious that it was hard to stand. I took shelter at the the first cairn and got the map and book out to make sure that the summit was to cairns away past the trig point. I also had a  bite to eat and wrapped up ie got everything on, waterproof bottoms, jersey, jacket gloves and balaclava!!! I now felt a wee bit better as I had been feeling weak, miserable, wet and cold. I got the compass out and travelled north east to the true summit of Carn nan Gabhar. The cloud was in and there were no views for me from the summit, so I retraced my steps to the col quickly and soon droped out of the cloud and the temp seemed to rise also as did the wind as I dropped to the sheltered col, so off with the jacket , gloves, hat, balaclava etc. Now I started to ascend Braigh Coire Chruinnbhalgain which started off well and the cloud cleared from the summit of this munro as I started to go upwards. However a short distance up the ridge and the shelter was blown and from here to the summit I wqas walking actually leaning to my left to keep upright and some gusts shoved me sideways – almost but not quite the same wind as me and Kev experienced ion Ben Alder. I did consider retracing my steps and retreating, howver that meant going down the ridge where the wind was bad , so I decided to go on and see what like it was. It turned out not to get any worse but also no better!! I had my woollen top and balaclava on, speaking to two people on the summit – they must have thought I was bonkers- however the windstopper function of the balaclava worked well and helped loads!!!!! I then descended to the col between Braigh Coire Chruinnbhalgain and Carn Liach and then took a path south which eventuall took me round the southern flanks of Carn Liath. I left the path and headed south, finding the path I took on the way in, and I eventually had to leave this path to get my bike. I then took the bike for a quick whiz back to the car where I arrived at 4.15 thus the whole walk took 5 hours, the cloud base was lower by the end of the day with car liach in cloud now also, but it had stayed dry apart from the first summit. I goo day!!
Beinn Dearg

1008m/3307f(124)

5/10/02
Walked this by myself. Weather was indiscript with cloud, almost










Rain bearing but not. One or two bright spells very grey though.










Went from Old Blair Atholl near a big walled garden. Long walk










In and could have done with a mountain bike! Path all the way.










Left the car at 9 am and got back at 3pm so 6 hours. Had very










Sore knees and hamstring by the end of this one. At the top it was










Very windy and cold but the views were ok. The cloud base was 










Just skirting the top but when I got there it lifted.

Carn a’Chlamain
963m/3159f(192)

17/04/05
First hill of 2005 and the earliest I had ever summated a munro 
top !! Set alarm for 6am but did want to leave a wee bit earlier – however little Abs (who is one the week after this) woke at 5.15 just talking to herself and waking me up at the same time. I decided just to get up and was away from the house around 6ish, arriving at the Old Blair Atholl car park around 6.40. I left on my bike at roughly 7 am and was on my way . The weather was overcast with the summits in mist. The ride up Glen Tilt was interesting as ever and by the time I had crossed the bridge at the Marble Lodge I knew I was not far from the asent up Carn a Chlamain. I chose to go up the rough track taking me up the south west should of the mountain above Stac Creag Dhearg. I got to just before the two houses at Cachghlas and could not see the entry onto the track , so I just immediately headed directely north west as I could see the track above me on the hillside. I followed a gully up to the track and nearly slipped a good distance, as I lost my footing due to pushing my mountain bike up. I had decided to push my bike as far as I could as I knew it would make the journey down a lot quicker. Once on the shoulder the track was ok but quite bouldery at points. A herd of red deer had watched my embarrising ascent onto the track and were milling around ahead of me on the lower slopes before they set off south east in the gorge of glen tilt, moving like a mass of brow with their white/orange behinds catching the eye. I continued pushing the bike up the hill and the higher I got the windier and more difficult it became . Luckily the wind was at my back but by the time I reach the top of the south west ridge I decided to leave the bike and continue on foot as it was going to be too windy to get on the bike. This last part where I walked was north east direction and the summit was appearing and disappearing in the cloud now. The grass on the ground had ice formation hanging off them and there were large patches of snow in the corries where it had collected. The summit and last150 foot to the top was a nice boulder strewn conical summit. This final push was slippy and extremely windy so a quick chewese sandwhich at the cairn and back down ASAP. I was surprised to see the time was only 9 am so it had only taken 2 hours to reach the summit!! The weather at the bike was still windy but nothing like the summit. I set off down the mountain track on my bike and the track on the should was shaky and bouldery!! However once nearer Glen Tilt the going got better and the ride back down the glen was fast and enjoyable as per usual. Was back at the car by 10.15 and home by 11.10 – the quickest munro yet!!!!
Carn an Fhidhleir
994m/3261f(148)

31/07/04
The book s all say to start these hills from Linn of dee and from
An Sgarsoch

1006m/3301f(126)

31/07/04
there it is a long wak/cycle in. I decided to start from blair atholl
Which made the journey longer. Took the bike and headed off very early ie 5.50 and started walking near7 ish, well cycling!! This was my first time in Glen Tilt and must say I was very impressed, very scenic with grand hils and a bubbling brook!!!!! Anyway the cycle was slightly up hill till the head of the Glen where I followed the trachNW and uphill. The track was more rocky here and any attempt to cycle up this ended up with me falling off my bloody bike, very fing frustrating?! Anyway once at the top of the hill the track went over and then down into the next glen which meant leaving the bike at a wee hut and trying to cross the river tarf with out getting soakded . The river crossing was hard and would not like to try it in wet weather. From here it was a lon pull through heather to the base of the first hill An Sgarsoch (leanne phoned half way up to say Danya had baby) met the only other people on the hill when going to the second top. Came back off down this shoulder to make a horseshoes and then back to the river crossing!!! Once back on the bike it was a wee pulol back to glen tilt then a nice easy travel down glen tilt to the car and was home by 4. Weather was ok knda high grey cloudy with very hazy views , could just see the start of the cairngorms, as I came down glen tilt the sun came out a shone very brightly.
Cairnwell Hills

An Socach

944m/3097f(227)

21/07/01
Climber with Kev Christy. Started from Spittal of Glenshee walke

Glas Tulaichean
1051m/3448f(79)

21/07/01
pat Dalmunzie hotel and up the old deer hunting Glenlochsielodge

Carn an Righ
1029m/3376f(102)

21/07/01
. Then started for Glas Tealachean. Very gentle slopes all the way

Beinn Lutharn Mhor1045m/3428f(88)

21/07/01
up to summit. Weather was patchy rain with mist all way down

Carn Bhac

946m/3104f(221)

21/07/01
at this point.Then went to Carn an Righ and saw a helicopter 









Going alomg under cloud in valley in sorta stopped and looked at us. 









Slowly lifting now. At top of Carn an Righ it started to clear. By the









Time we made it to Beinn Luther Mhor it was clear. Not brilliant but









Better than it was. Went off steep slopes of this hill to Carn Bhac.









Saw herd of hundreds of deer. Long walk to this Munro over tricky









Peat hags. Then another long walk to An Sochach up steep slopes









Which nearly killed us after so much climbing. At top a squal came 









And rain going sideways. Finally long walk home saw more deer in









Gleann Taitneach. Went through field with bull in middle of road!!









Wasd around 9pm by time got car and Leanne was none too pleased









At coming home so late!!

The Cairnwell
933m/3061f(245)
13/08/00
Did with Dad, weather ok could above summits nodescript. Did

Carn a’Gheoidh
975m/3199f(180)
13/08/00
Aosda first, then Cairnwell with its iron at summit!! Then a wee

Carn Aosda

917m/3008f(278)
13/08/00
walk to Gheidh. Saw my first Tarmachan. Not much to say really.







25/07/12
Carn Aosda – Abbys first Munro – see youtube but a nice day was

Forecast which was rare this summer!!! Anyway te wee lass did brill I am so proud of her ( Will there be more ascentsof father and daughter – tim will tell (
Glenshee and Lochnagar

Creag Leach

987m/3238f(159)

27/05/01
Did with dad on day with cloud cover well above summits. No

Glas Maol

1068m/3504f(69)

27/05/01
chance of rain. Saw Will and Brian McStay from work up










Here today. Easy climb. Some snow left in corries on way back










down

Cairn of Claise
1064m/3491f(71)

27/07/03
Climbed these with Dad from the car park just beyond the Glen
Tom Buidhe

957m/3140f(204)

27/07/03
shee summit. The weather was good with cloud base above all
Tolmount

958m/3143f(202)

27/07/03
summits for the whole day. The sun shone at the beginning and
Carn an Tuic
1019m/3343f(113)

27/07/03
towards the end of the day. In the middle of the day after getting
to the top of the 2nd summit, Claise, we were hit by a few light showers, well moderate. Anyway left Perth at 9.15 and started to climb at around 10.30. We head for the grey peak of Carn a Tuic wich took around two hours to walk to at the pace. On the way up the glen there was a nice gorge/water fall. The top of this peak was very grey by the fact that there was a boulder field at the top of this munro. We were going to head to Toulmount next but met a lady who said it was better to head to Claise first? The climb to Claise was good and easy by the fact that there was a path and only a gradual climb to the summit of this munro. The cairn at the top of this hill was rather nice! From the top of Claise (the highest of the day ) you could look east over  a vast plateux and over towards the Lochnager range. I was getting irritated here (don’t know why) and you just could not make out Toulmount or Tom Buidhe as they looked so small ie just bumps in the plateux and not big enough to be Munros. However as we dropped to the boggy land in between it soon became evident that these were munros although not of great height. Dad was very tired at this point and we decided he would not do Toulmount but only Tom Buidhe. As he made his way up, I raced off towards Toulmount (probably the nicest summit of the day) then back to Tom Buidhe where I met dad near the summit. The walk back took us back to the bealach between Claise and Tuic and we took the valley down. This ws  a long walk back as dads legs were sore, I think he bit off a bit more than he could chew! Anyway eventually got back to car at around 6.15. Not a bad days walking. As for our route, it probably made the navigation a little easier but distance wise maybe a little longer – not much in it really.
Lochnagar

1155m/3789f(21)

05/06/99
First ever Munro climbed with Alasdair and Adam. Finest weather










I think I have ever experienced walking , up till now(060801).










Driving from Aberdeen , could see it all the way. Climber directly










From the Corrie to the summit as opposed to up and round the










The corrie. Bit windy at top but glorious day.

Carn a’Choire Boidheach1110m/3642f(42)
29/09/05
I had taken the Thursday off work and the weather forecast was
Carn an t-SagairtMor1047m/3435f(83)
29/09/05
ok for spells of sunshine throughout the day!. I left Perth around
7.20 and got to Auchallater at 8.30ish. I cycled my bike along Glen Callater to Lochcallater Lodge where I left my bike in the heather next to the lodge where two white horses were grazing at around 9.10. I then headed up the path leading southeast around Creag an Loch to the saddle between this peak and Carn an t-SagairtMor. From here I left the path and followed fence posts to the summit. The weather until this point was ok, not brilliant and the summits werein the cloud. As I approached the summit it was clovered in cloud and I sat and had a banana at the cairn , time around 10.10 am. From there I headedeast north east , past the wing of a crashed aircraft and headed towards the stuic. Before reaching the Stuic I headed east to=wards Carn a’Choire Boidheach where I made my way onto the rounded summit in cloudy condition where I found a path at the same tim as I saw the summit caird, it was now 11 oclock and was cold and rather windy on this summit so I moved on quickly back down onto the path marked on the map which took me down and out of the cloud and back to Loch Callater and my awaitingbike. On my way up I had observed 5 or 6 land rovers maing their way to Lochcallater lodge as I was going up hill. Only one was left as I got back and the horses were gone. On my way up the hill I had not met a sole, however once back onmy bike I met a number of folks on the track in Glen Callater. A couple of older gentlemen whom I spoke to for a while had previously been up on the Tuesday and reported that a land rover convouy had passed them with two white horse going towards Loch Callater and one of the passenger was Camilla – Princeof Wales wife!! Maybe I had seen Royalty on my wee trip???? Anyway I made it back to the car for 12.40ish and the whole trip was completed in almost exactly 4 hours. 
Cair Bannoch
1012m/3320f(117)

25/08/01
Climbed from Loch Muick on still sunny summersday. Midgesout

Broad Cairn

998m/3274f(142)

25/08/01
the water was like mill pond. Nice walk up ontoCorrie Chash










Ridge and along to Broad Cairn. Easiest walk between two Munro










To Cairn Bannoch. Came down to Dubh Loch past Eagles rock.










Watch Climbers on Creagan Duhbloch cliffs. Nice weather all day










Took all long time coming back down.

Driesh

947m/3107f(219)22/06/0305/08/00
Started with dad on showery day with rain on way up Driesh 


Mayer

928m/3045f(253)

05/08/00
through the Shank of Drmfollow. Cloud in at top of Dreish.










Clear between here and Mayar. Nice walk to here then down










North slopes of Mayer to Fee Burn and waterfall which was very










Steep. Walk back through Glen Doll forest to car. Walked Driesh 

For a second time in a sponsered walk organised by Simon at the BRC. There was 12 of us and Pauline who suffered from MS, most of the way up me and simon stayed behind to make sure she was ok. Once at the Shank of Drmfollow the cloud was in. On drive up, in Perth it was torrential rain as I picked up leslie from america. As we entered glen doll the rain stopped and never came on again for the rest of the day. The cloud was misty though and after the shank followed path to top. Howerever at the flat top beneath the sumit the path dissapear so out with the compass as simon would have taken us south and pat the summit!!. Was cold and dampish at top. On way back down we went too far south and got lost. Simon took us south when in fact we wanted to go north!! So I stopped the party and ran ahead north by myself and eventually found the shank. After this it was relatively uneventfull. Glad we got everyone back ok!!

Mount Keen

939M/3081F(235)

31/06/05
This was done after work – the first time I had attempted to 
Bag a munro from work and after a days work. I managed to leave work a little early (Christ I am in at 8 ever morning anyhoos!!!) so got to Invermark around 4.15 and unloaded the bike. I had decided to climb this hill from the south, as it was quicker to get to and a shorter ro8ute. However most descriptions of this route suggest a bike form the north but none had said about one from the south!! So the bike ride was on off for the 1st half km but once meeting the range rover track to glen mark house , the going was easier and faster. Just after the house there was a burn which I raced up to and did not realise was around a foot or more deep. Luckily my momentum got me through without falling, but I had wet feet!!!! After here the climbing began, and I had to push the bike up the 4*4 track. The track winded up past Couternach and would have been easy walking but the bike slowed things a little. The landscape till this point was reminiscent of Dreish and mayer with the high moor not seen and just the natural amphitheatre type glen cutting down from the moor! Once onto the moorland, the top a sort of conical peak of Mount Keen could easily be seen above. The weather had been ok, a rain shower had dampened me on the cycle up Glen Mark but the rest of the trip was ok with no rain. The summit was clear at first, but as I approach the top went into mist. At the end of the rover track , a man made almost asphalt track had been contructed which took you to the trig point and cairn at the summit. Once here Ihad a few sandwhiches and a chocolate bar and enjoyed broken views to the north and west. The sun hit of any water sitting in the mmoor and made an atmospheric and scenic scene. I was at the top at 6pm and spent 15-20 minutes here before leaving back for the bike which I had left at the end of the track where the @steps@ started!!!!
The Mounth rite of way also looked like it had been attended to with a surface bein g layed down!! Strange for a hill which is not a tourist munro!!? Anyway back on the bike for the free wheel back to the car. Brakes were on and it was a bit bumpy in places, but was back at the car at 7.10 pm. It was 50 mile to Dundee but 60 back to Perth and I made it home for 8.30pm which was not too bad going I thought!!!
Northern Cairngorms

Mullach Clach a’Bhlair1019m/3343f(114)
16/06/06
This was the first walk since I peeled my heels in Ullapool with
Sgor Gaoith

1118m/3668f(36)

16/06/06
new Zambarland boots!! The weather for the previous two weeks 
was glorious and i was itching to get on the hills. This was done on a Friday as I had taken it off believing it was going to be nice. Well that’s what the forecast had been telling me!! Anyway woke at 6am and looked at forecast whilst having cereal, - rain was forecast, bloody typical. It was not wrong. I got to Glen Feshie and Auchlean by the back of 8 and was walking by 8.30. I followed the River Feshie so far then headed up to Meal nan Sleac to ascend the first munro. This was taxing as the path through the heather quickly disappeared and it was a slog uphill through deepish heather!! Once on the first Munro the fog came in and it was to stay foggy all the way round unfortunately. Ireached the first top in 2hours and then set about getting to the second Munro. I decided to take a short cut off the land rover track and go directly north to meet Carn Ban Mor. This required careful navigation and I even stopped to check my bearing with the GPS (Turns out I was ok!!). There was a large cairn at top of the Carn Ban Mor and I passed this and made it to the top of  Sgor Gaoith where there was only a little cairn. Unfortunately I did not get a good view from this fine summit. I trugged my way down and met two people older men from England . Made it back to the car at 2.20, a 6 hour trip. Looked like all other hills were cloud freee at this point althought the cairngorms were still in cloud.

Braeriach

1296m/4252f(3)

13/07/03
Climbed in a round of six (see southern cairngorms for details)
Cairngorm

1244m/4081f(6)

09/11/02
Climber these with Al and Adam on a Carrbridge weekend. 

Ben Macdui

1309m/4295f(2)

09/11/02
Weather was good, high cloud/sunshine with no wind at all. Snow

From around 2000-2500 upwards. Started from ski centre and walked toward the Tarmagan ski resataruant. The snow was hard packed and icy! Got to top of Cairngorm(weather station in ice). And decided that because it was a nice day to go on to Ben Macdui across the plateux.  Fantastic day in winter . Left car at around 11 and got back at around 5 ish just as it was starting to get dark. 

26/04/08- Climbr Cairngorm again with Kev, mainly due to having demos in Elgin all week and driving past the Cairgorms for the previous two weeks amazed at the amount of snow they held down to almost below the ski car park and it looked as if it were deep. In fact they skied on until June this year. Who said the climate was warming!! Anyway by the time myself and Kev reached the car park the upper one was full so we decided on the lower one. Instead of getting the bus up to the ski centre we headed straight up the nose of the ridge coming down from the ptarmigan restruant. The snow was deep but not crisp enough to wear crampons and it was extremely tiring walking up as our feet sank a few inches in on every step. Kev must have been feeling off as he preferred me to do most of the work right until the summit, and he is far fitter than I even on a good day!! We also found the reminants, well those parts which were just under the snow, of the recent plan crash and it was within a couple hundred metres of the restraint. Walking past the ski centre was amazing as it felt like an Alpine resort as there were that many skiers and the snow that good.. We had planned to go into Ben Macdui but by the time we reached the weather station at the top of Cairngorm, the time had moved on and we were a little tired. We decided to walk round the northern corries and hiome to the car. Even from here there were amny piste skiers and snow boarders as well as numerous Nordic skiers and ice climbers – it really felt like an adventurers playground. Anyway on the way round we decided on something a little more exciting and also involved the crampons and ice axes. We initially tried one gully to decend but retreated to the top as it was a little steep. However a little further on we found at the col a steep section to drop down kicking steps and using the ice axe which was great fun. This really made the day and the sun shone all the way back to the car..
Ben Macdui - 24th November 2012
Prologue: “Am Fear Liath Mòr; also known as The Big Grey Man of Ben MacDhui or simply The Greyman) is the name of a presence or creature which is said to haunt the summit and passes of Ben Macdui, the highest peak of the Cairngorms and the second highest peak in Scotland. It has been described as an extremely tall figure covered with short hair, or as an unseen presence that causes uneasy feelings in people who climb the mountain. Evidence of the existence of this creature is limited to various sightings and a few photographs of unusual footprints.”- Wikipedia

Professor Norman Collies -1890:

"I was returning from the cairn on the summit in a mist when I began to think I heard something else than merely the noise of my own footsteps. Every few steps I took I heard a crunch, then another crunch as if someone was walking after me but taking steps three or four times the length of my own. I said to myself 'this is all nonsense'. I listened and heard it again but could see nothing in the mist . As I walked on and the eerie crunch, crunch sounded behind me I was seized with terror and took to my heels, staggering blindly among the boulders for four or five miles nearly down to Rothiemurchus Forest. Whatever you make of it I do not know, but there is something very queer about the top of Ben MacDhui and will not go back there again by myself I know."
Walk Report

Initially we had talked about trying Ledge Route on the Ben, however my arm had still not healed 100% so we decided on the Grey Corries……. but a look at the forecast mid week led us to move further east and the Cairngorms. My friend had yet to go up Derry Cairngorm so we planned an attack from the Northern Corries, up and over Macdui to Derry Cairngorm.

Another early start saw us on the A9 before 7 and we arrived at the ski car park for 08.30. Things were looking promising on the route up with starry skies giving way to clear blue skies. Heading into Coire an-t Sneachda and this was still the case, looked like it was going to be an awesome day!

With thoughts more on Derry Cairngorm than Macdui at this point and with the sun splitting the sky, little thought was given to darker things and the Am Fear Liath Mòr……

My previous two trips up Macdui were contrasting – one on a fine November day in 2002 with a couple of friends and the other on a fine day from Derry lodge where I had camped for a  number of nights. I must admit when I ventured up Macdi on my own I did feel a little unsettled wondering if the Big Grey Man would make an appearance, however a sunny warm July day offset these thoughts……. The sunshine today was having a similar effect as we headed toward the Goat Track.

We stopped and enviously watched some climbers tackle some of the mixed routes. The Goat track was also getting icy so we stopped and put the crampons on. It was at this point that I started to see the “table cloth” effect. The skies were blue overhead but the eye was drawn to the lip of the Corrie towards the plateux. Whisps of cloud were falling over the edge and streaming in the upper part of the Corrie before evaporating. As we took a direct route up near the Goat Track we were greeted on the plateux by a spectacular sight with patches of mist floating eerily around the plateux. Perfect conditions for the Grey man…….

I still had hopes of a fine outing over the plateux to Macdui and beyond, however the closer we got the Britain’s second highest peak, the darker things became and soon all signs of the sun were gone. Macdui was caped in a thick mist. Initially, I was optimistic that its summit may be poking through the cloud to give a spectacular inversion, however as we reached the summit that hope had disappeared along with any chance of a view!! The clag was well and truly in and our mood lowered. The fact that our water had frozen did not help and it was decided the Derry Cairngorm would be part of a summer adventure in 2013!! 

Figures appeared and disappeared out of the mist, but these were figures of the worldy kind and like minded hikers like us heading for the top.

All was not lost however and as we returned to the top of the Northern Corries the mist broke again and some fantastic views were given away of the Fiacaill Ridge. We decided to walk around Corries Edge and descend via Choir Chais…. The views back were fantastic if not a little spooky – somewhere in the table cloth mist was the Grey man! Conditions had been perfect for him today but he did not make an appearance – or…. did he………- see for yourselves the end footage on the video – spoo
Bynck More

1090m/3576f(54)

26/02/08
So the final Cairngorm Munro for me to tackle… Myself and Ross
Had been determined to use our new crampons as we had yet to use then, even the mountaineering course had left us without using them, thus we headed north to Bynack More to test them out. Having driven past a few times the Cairngorms looked white and it seemed probably that we would get good use of the kit!! We left the car at Glenmore lodge and headed in past the green lochan and this was an impressive site, the loch was very green. We also heard what we can only think to be a Capparchaille bird, it sounded like a huge old oak door opening slowly with a loud creak!!!! The weather was gorgeous and felt almost like summer in the lower reaches of the River Nethy. We started to climb up onto Bynack More after a long walk in and slowly reached the snow line although it was still not cold. The only real snow was on the final and proper part of the mountain and even here it did not really merit the use of crampons ,… however seeing as we had brought them and all, we stuck them on anyway!!! We climbed up and the higher we got the more rockier it became and the se rocks were wind strewn and did not hold enough snow for the crampons, however we did keep them on to the summit before taking them off as we thought it was a bit silly. A wee snow shower had taken the views away from us but on reaching the top it cleared and good views over the majority of the remaining cairngorms were had. We decided to decend via the same route as which we had gone up and it was a long walk back to the car…
Southern Cairngorms

Bod an Deamhain
1004m/3294f(130)

13/07/03
Climbed these hills on my tod. This was the first time I used my 
Cairn Toul

1291m/4236f(4)

13/07/03
mountain bike for travelling into the hills. Left Perth at around 
Sgor an Lochain Uaine1258m/4127(5)
13/07/03
6.20am and arrived at the Linn of Dee at just b4 8 am. The 
Monadh Mor
1113m/3652f(40)

13/07/03
weather was overcast but high pressure was in charge so not too
Beinn Bhrotain      1157m/3796f(19)             13/07/03
bad conditions. I set out due west on the track on my bike
and b4 long was at the White bridge where there were a few tents around. I then took the track to the north west of here and travelled up Glen Dee as far as the path would allow. Great views of Lairig Ghru etc. I left my bike at end of track , which was very bumpy and headed on foot up towards Beinn Bhrotain. This was tough going  with no path and just grass and heather. Nearer the top it got to short grass then at the sumit the environment was something I have never seen before, Very gravely almost sandy of this pink rock. It was cold on top with no sunshine but the cloud was above these first two peaks although the other 4 where covered at this point. It was 10.30 at top of first munros so I had been travelling for 2.5 hours, I thought not bad! As I came off Bhrotain, it was very bouldery and care was needed. The walk to the second munro, Monadh Mor was easy, just a wee drop and accent then along a long plateux to the summit. On way there met a guy from oxford who had just been to ninewells TORT centre! It was now around 11 ish, and I thought I would fit in Braeriach. I thought I could see it from Mor but what I was looking at was Sgor Gaoith, and I nearlt went there instead but eventually got my bearing on the great moss and headed up the slogging slopes of Braeriach. This was once again a wonderful but novel environment for me. As I reach the plateux just below the summit it was almost like the Arizona desert with little boulders amongs the sandy gravel with little tufts of grass, very unusuall, but I suppose this is the artic tundra! The cloud just lifted above the top now, would not like to be here in bad weather! Follwed the impressive cliffs round and down then up bouldery slopes (doing my mountain goat thing now) to the Angels Peak. From here it was an easy decline and incline to Carn Toul. All these last four peaks had great views of the Lairig Ghru and other Cairngorm mountains. The final peak and sixth of the day was the Devils peak, this was reached after a massif drop from Cairn Toul and easy slight accent to the peak. Although not as high as the others, this peak undoubtedly gave the best views of the day, what with the sun also coming out. It waas now around 4 or 5 oclock and time for the long walk/cycle out. I eventually reached my bike around 5.45 and a hour long bumpy(got very sore fingers) cycle out was had. Not a bad day, 6 bagged which gave a total of 14 in two days (did 8 Mamores the week ewarlier).
Carn a’ Mhain
1037m/3402f(95)

15/07/05
This was my very first wild solo camp and I decided on Derry
Derry Cairngorm
1155m/3789f(20)

15/07/05
lodge as a base. I took the Friday off work and left perth at 
Beinn Mheadhoin
1182m/3878f(13)

15/07/05
around 8.30, arriving at the Linn of Dee car park around 9.55.
I took my large and very heavy pack out and cycled to Derry Lodge which turned out to be the worst and hardest part of the adventure!!! I arrived near 11ish and pitch my tent on the meadows , behind Derry Lodge, a fabulous situation with Derry Burn flowing by near to the tent. The midges were not too bad at this point, I met a tour guide, who was looking after around 20 mountain bikes as their party headed to Derry Cairngorm etc. The weather was good with sunshine and a little brioken cloud. I headed of up Derry Cairgorm to start with and walked up its long south ridge which had numerous false summits to negotiate, although there was a fairly good path almost to the top. The summit was very bouldery and once I got there and stopped walking I started to feel a wee bit chilly, so I stuck my jacket and hat on! I met a young guy on the descent of Derry and headed round the south wwest of creagan a choire etchachan. Here I met the path going to Ben Macdui. However I ditched my pack overlooking Loch Etchachan and headed up the steep and gravely slopes of Beinn Mheadhoin. Once the slope was dealt with a plateux made its way to the summit tors of this mountain. These tors were smaller than on ben avon, but I thought they were more impressive even though. I then descended packless back to the point where I had left the pack. By this point a was a little jaded, and still had 2 munros to go!!! I had a bite to eat and headed up towards Ben Macdui. At the col so8uth east of the summit I once again ditchedmy pach and headed up the bouldery summit of Ben Macdui passing the old remains of a bothy. The weather was still good although toward Macdui and to the north and west there was a high line of cluds which failed to move all day and the summit of Macdui was not sunny although the views were amazing of the western carngroms and south over Lochnager and Glenshee hills!!. From here the best view of Carn a’ Mhain can be seen (and walked) with a long northern risge which looks narrow in places, and it was, but not too bad. Once again I was feeling the length of the day catch up with me and I wearily made my way up this easy but interesting ridge (more like one found further west). I spent a few minutes on the summit taking in views of the devils point and the hills of the west lairig Grhuih. I knew it was a wee while down till the camp site as I could see my return route along Glen Luibeg!! The descent from this fourth and final munro of the day was not too bad, although I was tired the weather was still sunny and nice, not too warm. I made it back to the tent at 6.45, where I proceeded to cook a lukewarm tea on my shitty stove!! Then I basked in the sun and read until around nine, when I retreated to the tent away from the midge. I slept until 7.45 the next morning although was cold through the night (forgot my thermal vest!!).
Beinn Bhreac
931m/3054f(249)

16/07/05
Well awoke at my wild camp near Derry Lodge a little late.
Beinn a’Chaorainn
1083m/3553f(58)

16/07/05
It was 7.45 but it took 40 minutes to heat the horrible allday
Breakfast in a can. I eventually headed off up Glen Derry at 9am. Thought, well knew, I was not going to make it back for 3 (Darren and tracys bbq) and thought leanne woulkd be mad. So headed upo Glen derry to the hear of the Lairig  an Laoigh then headed east to the summit of Beinn a Chaorainn. This was a long walk in and a steep but shortish ascent to the summit up heathery then rocky slopes. Theweather was good but not as nice as the Friday, but the cloud was still above all but Macduis summit. From the summit I headed onto the heathery, grass, bog between the munros which was dry due to the spell of dry weather – maybe a nightmare in wet conditions!!! I was on the second summit by 12.11, 1 hour and 10 minutes from the 1st summit. I made my way down to the col between thius summit and the neighbouring small hill. From there I eventually found a weak path through the heather, which eventually took me to the pine forest and on tot eh Lairig Laoigh path and to my mountain bike. Made it to my tent at 1ish and got packed up and cycled to the car by 1.55. The weather had been closing in slowly behind me with the 1st summit and the cairngorms tiops hiding in the cloud as I left. It was some rain in the air but as I got home at 3.30 the weather was good for the bb1q!!

Ben Avon

1171m/3842f(17)

07/06/05
So was pissed off when I realised, long after climbing Beinn
A’ Buird, that Ben Avon should have been climbed at the same          time, especially given their remote location. I saw the forecast was good for this Tuesday and took the day off work. I awoke at 5.40am and left at 6.20 for the hill with the bike on the back of the car. Arrived at Invercauld at 7.15 and had left around 7.30-7.40. The weather was good, clear blue skies, however was cold this early, frost had been forecast, thus after setting off on the bike I had to stop and stick on my pullover!! Continued up the tarmac then landrover track, the track was signposted , however at Alltdourie , where one sees the barn on the left, u have to take the track to the left and not straight on as this leads uphill following the Glas Allt Beag!!Shortly after this point the track split and I took the right track signposted Sliugan the track now becomes progressively rockier especially closer to the ruin. The path to the right of the ruin rather than the left is advisable if on bike as it is more of a land rover track. In most books it said to leave the bike here, however I thought I would try my luck and took the bike further up where the land opened up into higher valley / moor. Luckily a brand new path had been layed which travelled up the valley which separates Beinn a’Buird and Ben Avon. It was similar to the pathI had encountered 1 week earlier at the summit of Mount Kenn. This allowedme to cycle all the way to the shoulder of Carn Eas where I left the bike. The path after here was in the process of being built, and I could see the three men and a digger working away further up the glen, however I had to turn NNE to the Sneck. This was a easy grass climber up easy slopes. The hardest part of the climb was the short climb onto Ben Avon Plateux where it revealed the strange Granit torrs. From here it was a 15minute stroll along the plateux to the summit torr of Leabaidh an Deimh Bhuide which got progressively larger the closer I got. Once there it was a scramble to the top (I should have put my sticjs away on the ascent , I did on the descent as they got in the way!! It must be over 50 foot high at its highest – quite a nice but unusual feature. From the summit I decided to go over Car Eas and descended its south west shoulder back to the bike. On my way back along the new path I met the estate manager who was responsible for the path, he told me it was 120 thousand pound to make this path. The digger was transported along the bog as it had tracks which could expand to stop it sinking and also the path wa made from natural rock dug up from the area, sometimes it is 10 foot down!!!
Anyway once past the ruin on the way down the track was on  gradient which was fun ie fast and furious!!! GHowever about 5 km from the car just west of Alltdourie there was a massive POP and my back tyre blew!! Thus I cycled back with a flat tyre which was ok but tiresome. Was back at the car at 1.05 and back home at 2.20!! The weather was good all the way round good views south over the glensheil and Lochnager hills!
Beinn a’ Bhuird
1197m/3927f(11)

15/05/99
Beautiful day, glorious sunshine. Long walk in to this great  










Of a mountain. Climbed with Alastair, Adam and Ross. 

Laggan and the Monadh Liath

A’Chailleach
930m/3051f(251)

21/09/02
Climber these three on my tod from the Shephards bridge just

Carn Sgulain
920m/3018f(271)

21/09/02
outside Newtonemor. The weather was ok until I reached the top

Carn Dearg

945m/3100f(225)

21/09/02
of A’Chailleach when the cloud dropped and drizzle started. From










Here it was a walk round a high plateux to the second one. Done










All in mist and drizzle. Navigation east as there was a line of fenc










Posts all the way round the plateux until near the third summit – 










Carn Dearg. A group of people in car when I left, I met then near










The third summit as they came up round the other way. This was 










Just b4 the final ascent to Carn Dearg where the cloud started to 










Break up. As I sat on the top the wind gushing past me and a sever










Drop directly to my east I ate a sandwich and enjoyed the first real










Views of the day. From here on in the sun started to come out and










The walk from here on was sunny and warm. Saw two deer near










Me on the way off the hill to go with the Tarmagan grouse and 










Hare I had alrewady spotted. Lovely Glen walk back to car.

Geal Charn 

926m/3038f(260)

28/07/07
This was the first Munro I walked since the Cuillin traverse.
I walked alone and wanted to be back with the family as we were on holiday. I did not want Leanne who has been doing a brill job bveing mum with two kids, having all the work herself. This was a no descript day with cloud around 3000 feet. The walk up was quiet and boggy on grassy/heathery slopes. The summit was reached easily and I was back at the car within 3 hours from leaving it – easy munro 

Carn Liath

1006m/3301f(127)

14/06/03
Climbed these with Kev Christe and a deersatlking Zubba!!. We

Stob Poite Coire Ardair1054m/3458f(76)
14/06/03
left Perth at 8.40 and got there at 10ish. Weather was brilliant,

Creag Meagaidh
1128m/3701f(30)

14/06/03
mostly sunny and the clarity was also pretty damn fine. Walked

From the car park up Allt Coire Ardair before turning up through birch trees to the shoulder of Carn Liath. This was a slog to get to the top of and we were all sweating buckets. The book said 8-12 hours for these three but we reached the top in under 2 hours. Easy walk along to second top, there were lots of other walkers on these hill this day and the walk to the second top was nice views of the spectacular cliffs of Coire Ardair. Mackral eat sewage so Kev kept telling Zub – nice fact!! We decent and ascent up to the highest point of the day at Creag Meagaidh. The views were good and the best views were west over Rannoch moor toward Glen coe and Etive and Nevis ranges from the top of this third munro. On the way back zub kept fucking going over his ankle which was not funny but we were pissing ourselves at it anyhows!! On crossing the river at the bottom I found a nice new Kodak camera which replaced my camera which leanne managed to break somehow!! Great days walking.

Beinn a’ Chaorainn1049m/3442f(80)

24/08/03
Well what can I say – this was the first day of a three day walking
Beinn Teallach
915m/3002f(282)

24/08/03
break with Ad, Al and Dave. The weather was perfect this day. Ad
Called me when near Perth as him his dad and Dave were in the car his Mums car. We met at the hotel in Dalwhinnie around 8.30 ish and drove to Roughburn where we left the cars and started the climb through some forestry tracks. There was no clouds in the sky and also very little breeze. After 30 mins of walking the sweat was really pouring off as it seemed relatively humid also. Got talking to Ads dad on way up and may get help for MSC??? After a slog up Beinna Chaorainn we eventually reached the summit , there were three tops, the middle one being the true summit. The wakling was mainly on grassy slopes and we made our way of the mountain to a bealach and then up the second top which also turned out to be a bit of a slog through crags etc The weather was fine all day and I had reservations about how nice it was going to be when we headd further north. We followed the stream back down past some green topped fence posts and a very strange but beautiful river which had formed pools in the rock which vwere tempting to jump in!! Anyway we bathed our fet near the car at 5.30ish and then went to meet Al at Dalwhinnie b4 heading north to camp – ended up in b and b in Garve though!! Nice walk in glorious warm sunshine.

Loch Lochy, Loch Arkaig and Loch Eil

Meall na Teanga
918m/3012f(275)

30/08/03
Climber these the week after Anteallach. The weather was good
Sron a’ Choire Ghairbh937m/3074f(239)
30/08/03
however after experiencing the weather the week before it seemed
A bit of a let down. The sun was out and there was some cloud kicking about, not too much and this was above the summits!! I left Perth at 7.20am and started walking at around 9.40 after being fleeced by a old farmed to park my car on the Kilfinnan lodge private road! I walked briskly along the forestry road (could be a nice spot for a bike ride with Leanne as it forms part of the Great Glen cycle route). I then headed up the well marked and worn path up Cam Bealach, saw a wee Robin checking me oot, seemed relatively tame! Iheaded up here in sunny weather although there was a cool northy breeze noticible when I stopped. At the head of the bealach I decided to walk Meall na Teanga first and was at the top at 11.30, not bad views down to Fort William and Loch Linnie and of course to the Nevis ranges. I then walked back to Bealach and then ont to Sron a’ Choire Ghairbh and reached the top by 12.30. As I wanted to get home to Leanne , I decided not to head over the shoulder as I thought I would come off by the farm and have to back up to the car which I could not be arsed doing!! Therefore I just retraced my steps and got back to the car for 2 o’clock. Walk therefore took me a total of 4  hours 20mins – not bad for a route meant to take 6-9 hours?? Not a bad walk looking back as I may have been spoilt the week before with great weather. These munros certainly lok impressive efrom road and although not the highest there is a bit of ascent to do as the start point is relatively low.

Gulvain

987m/3238f(161)
05/05/08

I climbed this hill on my own on a beautiful clear sunny May day.
I left the car on the A830 and headed up Glenn Fionn Lighe on my trusty bike.  The going was good and I felt good on the bike and was soon at the end of the trees which had follwed the burn and got a great view ofd the hill although the true summit was hidden from me at the point. I had taken my mp3 player with me for the first time and this helped me as I attacked this beast to @If you want blood!@. This was one of those hills which is a slog and it an unrelentlass steep climb until its back is broked reaching the southern summit. It was then a drop down and a climb back up to the true summit. This did feel remote and with views into Knoydart you could feel why. 
I did meet some people on my way back  as I headed straight back the way I had come up and whizzed down the geln on the bike which is always satisfyingh,. Theweather was perfect all day.
Sgurr Thuilm
963m/3159f(193)

26/08/12

Sgurr nan Coireachan956m/3136f(206)
26/08/12   
I had nipped up A’Mharconaich at Drumochter a few days earlier and the walk felt very Autumnal, in fact it could have been November – cold, damp and mist = not much fun. Was my love for the mountains waning?!?!?!?!

 So when the forecast for Sunday changed from torrential rain to a finger of high pressure, it looked like a long delayed trip to Glenfinnan would be the order of the day. Would this be the trip to regain my love of the mountains after damp Drumochter!!:) .

An early start was planned with me leaving the east of Scotland at 06.00 along with my brother leaving Glasgow at the same time. Alarm set and a bright and breezy start saw me at Glenfinnan at 08.15 with quit roads. I must admit I was expecting to be eaten alive by the midge when parked up, however when getting the bike ready and shoes on etc. – there were absolutely zero of the wee buggers!! There was a slight breeze which may have helped but they have had me running in stronger winds! A nice start!

We got everything ready and left the smaller car park at the bottom of the access road to Glenfinnan lodge about 08.40. There were a few other cars about and I reckon we met and saw about 4 or 5 other parties on the Munros.

The road up to Corryhully bothy is fantastic and tarred nearly all the way and you could get away with a road bike as far as the bridge just before the bothy. We had mountain bikes so elected to take they as far as we could and perhaps got them another 1.5km past the bothy until the sign post for the first Munro was reached (as in vid). This did involve a wee bit of pushing but was more than made up for on the way home!!!

We left the bikes about 09.15ish and set off for our first target – Sgurr a’Choire Riabhaich. The ascent seemed to be going well and not much ascent. I thought we had passed this peak easily leaving the Munro to be bagged. However I should have believed in the map – the steep pull to what I thought was the munro was actually to  Sgurr a’Choire Riabhaich!! For this part of the ascent the path does skirt a wee bit past and round the peak to the south  west before turning sharply NE to the summit. This was more like it – a steep calf busting ascent. At the top I realised this was the subsidiary peak and we could see the first Munro – Sgurr nan Coireachan. The views were great over to the Munro and beyond to Sgurr na Ciche and into Knoydart- what fantastic views. Skye and Rum were now in view as were the three Corbett’s around Rois Beinn to the west. Fantastic!!!

THE hike up to Sgurr nan Coireachan was ok but was no walk in the park! We reached the summit around 11.00am and had it to ourselves. We watched a herd of deer being spooked by a loan walker heading over the ridge t Beinn Garbh and also a few other walkers starting to appear over the shoulder of – Sgurr a’Choire Riabhaich. Time to get moving. 

The hike over to Sgurr Thuilm makes a number of descents and re ascents over Meall an Tarmachain, Beinn Garbh and Bealach Leathann to the minor top before Sgurr Thuilm. I reckon in the mist the map and compass would be coming out. However given the stunning weather the only issue we had was when to remove and re apply layer of clothing to keep comfortable!! 

We reached the summit of Sgurr Thuilm at around 12.30 ish. All along the ridge and continuing on the summit of the second munro the outline of Streap across the glen was fantastic – it does resemble a shark fin and I can see how it has been referred to as this in some descriptions. 

I was feeling good and whilst lingering on Sgurr Thuilms summit soaking in the views (in all directions – Knoydart, isles, loch arkraig etc etc) I had decided I was going to head up Streap – it does involve descending down to around 275m and then re ascending over 600m. So I was a little nervous on how tired I’d feel.

We headed off down the Druim Coire a’Beithe, and I was constantly looking for ways off as soon as possible to try and reduce how much height I would lose!! However  I did have to drop off the should nearer the bottom before a safe descent to the glen could be made. At this point I was now on my own as my  walking partner headed south to get home…

The ascent to Streap was steep and pathless but I kept a moderate (read slow!) pace and soon reached the geological platform which I had picked out on the descent as the best route up.

I was soon facing the Shark Fin!! I had read some accounts that the final ascent on the “fin” was a scramble. There were a couple of places where hands were used but not too sure if it could be described as a scramble. Nice steep descents on both side and care required though.

I did meet another party from Skye on the summit who had come up from Gleann Dubh Lighe. It was now bang on 15.00. I waited for about 15mins on the summit and then headed back down towards the bikes using the same geological platform to descend into the upper reaches of Glenfinnan. By the time I reached the bike it was 16.10, however the bike allowed quick progress down Glenfinnan and under the mighty Viaduct and I was back at the car for 16.45.

A great day and mojo regained for the mountains…….
Knoydart and Loch Quoich

Sgurr nan Coireachan953m/3127f(213)
8/07/11
This was orgionally Gerry idea and I asked Ross along as I knew 
Garbh Chioch Mhor1013m/3323f(116)
8/07/11
he wanted to do these hills too. We had planned to head up on the 
Sgurr na Ciche
1040m/3412f(92)

9/07/11
Friday afternoon with Ross picking Gerry up en route from 
Glasgow south. We met at the commando memorial eventually about fourish, I had been there for around an hour and the weather was gorgeous. Forecast was for a warm front to move in frm the west and looking over the mamores and nevis I could see the blue sky fading to a grey as the high stratus slowly pushed in from the horizon. However the real change was not forecast till overnight!!! We parked (just) at the end of the public road and there were surprisingly few car parking spaces given the nature of these hills. No sooner had we parked than the rain started. I reckoned it would be a shower but Gerry was more pessimistic sticking on all the waterproofs!!! Ended up luckily I was correct ( We walked along the landrover path past glen dessary looking at what we thought was the shapely peak of sgurr na ciche – turns out this was a corbet further south that we were looking at. Did not realise this until we were half way up first munro and thinking there was a large drop to get to top of ciche!!!! We trudged in along path and headed onto open landscape skirting north of forrest until we met the alt coire nan uth. We had some refreshements here and thewn stuck the big packs on and started up the first munro. This was some slog at the end of the day with all our campoing gear on – However the sun still shone through the high cloud which was slowly edging in !!! Eventually made the summit at around 8.30 and decided to head onto next summit before looking for camping spot. We decended and met two couple coming other way – only people we would see on the hill. Just before the summit of Garbh Chioch Mhor we found a nice grassy ledge next to the wall with fantastic views to Ciche and beyond to the Cuillin and western isles an idyllic spot. It was now nearer 10.45. We set camp in the fading light had a bit to eat and retreated to sleep. Woken by ross and gerry at 6.15am. Ross huddled intot my blue two manner as he did not fancy a bivvy- wise choice as rain had movedin over night- seemed windy with rain through night but we woke to the misty drizzle of a warm sector with no views. After a quick brekky we were off in the wet and made summit onein no time before decending to the Feadan an ciche where we lkeft our packs to ascend ciche. A steep nd interesting ascent but ok as it was early in day. We then went back to bags – still in clag, and descended down relatively steep chimney onto open grass where we eventually found glen dessary – this part would be easy to miss and get lost without map reading skill. We were back to cars before 12 and on way home before too long( 

Sgurr Mor

1003m/3291f(132)

Gairich

919m/3015f(272)

30/07/10
I had a week off work from the following Monday but as Aff was
Off the previous week, I planned to go up on the Friday with Aff and he fish whilst I hike. The forecast had not been good with rain on the cards for most of Friday and Sat. We left Perth around 11 ish and got up their near 2.30-3ish where we found a cracking camping location on the side of Loch Garry next to the Bridge. I pitched the tent and left Aff to ascend Gairich. It took me around 20 mins to drive up to the dam where I left the car at around 3.50ish. The midges were out so I did not hang around and set of in a drizzle. The cloud was sitting around 350-400 metres so the views were not amazing!!! The path was bogy and I was keeping my wits about me after reading accounts of 5 foot deep puddles!! I eventually found these and skirted round them- I can only pity those who have fallen into these( The boggy path then descended ( to the base of the hill meaning height lost! However the rain had stopped at this point so I even took my body warmer off and put it in with the green nike waterproof. I had good enery and hiked up onto the Druim na Geid Slaich where I folled the path in the hill fog. The wind was blowing which meant I could sit and call aff without being eaten alive!!! He had caught an eel – I felt that my second time fishing may result in a catch later!!!!! I pldded on across the moor and just kept follwing the track – no hard navigation here. Eventually the path steepened and zig zagged through crags. Still felt good and powered on getting to the summit at 18.00. Did not stay too long as no views at all. Giot going back and when back on the Druim the cloud had lifted here and rain had stopped giving nice views back down glen garry. Took 1.5 hr to get back to car. Then drove to camping spot and hd a few beers and smokes with Aff waiting for the pike to bite. We had a few nibbles but my first fish eluded me! Sat up until 12.30 and weather was ok – far better than I thought. Next day – Sgurr A Maoraich!!1
Gleuraich

1035m/3396f(97)

01/05/05
This was the final day of a 3 day bank holiday weekend with
Spidean Mialach
996m/3268f(146)

01/05/05
Ross.  We had stayed at the Sheil Bridge camp site the previous 
2 nights and got up at 7am on this Monday morning. Ross headed home but I decided to travel along the road towards Kinlochourn to walk these two hills. For once I easily found the car park and start of the walking path, which was a stalking path. The weather was sunny but above 2400 feet the cloud was covering the tops of the munros. The path zig zagged up Sron a Chuilin and round the side overlooking a fiord of Loch Quoich, then a steep pull from a shooting bay to the summit ridge and Gleuraich’s top. It was relatively cold in the cloud and views were zero, however the path ws good and followed the ridhge of the northern corries round.  There was a large drop between the two hills and as I dropped to the bealachat Coire Dubh I dropped below the cloud and had views again , and I think I saw my first Golden Eagle, but not 100% sure. Stopped here for a bite to eat before starting a long pull to the stop of Spidean Mialach. I thought I was at the top at one point where a small cairn was but my instinct told me to travel east a bit more , and right enough the true summit lay ½ a kilometre to the west. From here I decended south west following the excellent path which only rarely disappeared and got back to the car at 12.40 so it took  me 3.45 hours to complete this route. I would liketo come back and do this route in good weather as the views the Glen Sheil and the Knoydart range would be great.
Luinne Bheinn
939m/3081f(234)

31/05/09
These three hill were tackled by myself and Ross at the start of a
Meall Buidhe
946m/3104f(222)

31/05/09
week long walking holiday which was great. I drove up to 
Ladhar Bheinn
1020m/3346f(111)

30/05/09
Kinlochhourn on the Saturday morning. The weather was fantastic
With it being warm and sunny. We had hired Billy Mackenzie from Arnisdale to pick us up at one and we headed along the stunning loch in his boat. This was great and we wished we had hired him a few days later!!! We knew the weather was to be great so we took our bivvies and forgot the tent. Arriving at Barrisdale we left Billie and headed alog the bay where Larven looked bloody marvellous across the turquous waters of Barrisdale bay. It was warm and there were a few people milling around at Barrisdale. We headed back north  and west into the Choire Dhoircail which was breath taking, like something from Lord of the rings. There is no doubt that outside the Cuilin this is one of the most beautiful mountains in Scotland. As we rose we could see the Arnsdale hills shining across the water. For such a warm early summers day the clarity of the air was fantastic. It must have been nearly 25 degrees. As we rose out of the corrie onto the ridge I ws really, really, really struggling. I had no energy and I had to slow right down much to Rosses annoyance – I think at this point he was wondering if we would ever make the top!!!!! However I stuggled on and once on the ridge things became a little less steep. It was later now and it must have been nearly 5 or 6 before we reached the summit next to the top. There were a few groups now who were heading back down to Barrisdale, we however were biving and could take all the time in the world!!! We basked in the lowering sun on the top looking out to Skye at the serrated peaks of the Cuillin , knowing that on Tuesday we would be climbing these again and praying that the weather would stay as it was. We headed toward the Mams barrisdale where we were to bivvie and made it as the sun was setting behing Larven. The spot was a couple hundred meters above the mams with great views of the two munros which were to be climbed tomorrow. We woke around 8 and headed off up the Luinne Bheinn. It was not too difficult as we were starting at a height and we were on top early with only a couple at the same pace as us. We saw lots of deer and I have never seen so tame deer allowing us to get so close to them. Once again we had struck gold with the weather being fantastic!!! We decided to leave our bags well most of the bivvy gear at Mama for the ascent of both hills.. This was a good move and saw us move quickly over the rocky ascent to reach the top. We met a chap who had been dropped at Iverie and was walking the 3 munros and then being picked up at Barrisdale – this was the way to do it!!! He told us stories of Sron na Ciche which seemed close to the east in the clear air. These were hills for another time!! We headed back to Mams to refill our sacks for the long walk out. I was feeling better than I did on the ascent of Larven but was still tired. It was around 1 oclock when we got to mams and this started the long beautiful but torturous walk back to Barrisdale in the scortching sun!! I have never been so releaved to see me car!!!! I was kackered and how we wished for Billy and his boats during the walk out!!! We got to the car for 6 or 7 ish and then hared round to Glen sheil to make sure we got a room at the kintail lodge which we did and had lovely grub and a nice bed. From their we did Marsco, climbed sgur dubh mor with Mike arkley, AnTeallach and Stac Pollaidh (where it snowed – contrast to the 27 degrees on Monday!!!!)
Beinn Sgritheall
974m/3195f(183)

04/08/08
This was the final hill on my walking holiday of 08 where Ross
Had joined me after hope and cul beag to climb Slioch and the 7 south sheil munros. We left the Kintail lodge with the weather looking good althought the forecast was for low cloud around coastal hills. The drive over to arnisdale was impressive with fantastic views from the car. By the time we reached arnisdale the summits were cloud covered and stayed this way for the day. The views from this hill must be amazing I I look forward to returning to bag the nearby corbetts on another day. Tscent was steep steep steep all the way and once again my legs felt good even after 5 days. We left around 9.45 and reached the minor top about 1.30 later. We initially thought this to be the top as th final ascent was so steep. However after consulting the map we realised it was not and 20mins later we were on the summit at 11.45. We had a quick bit to eat and then back down. As we descended I was alittle thrown and mentioned more than once that I did not recognise much of the descent until half an hour later we realised we were on the wrong shoulder!!!!!!!! This was not good as we both wanted home!! Another 45 mins saw us back on the summit again and this time in the mist we carefully found the correct path down. As I had no more days of walking to be warey about I ran down the hill with Ross which was fun although my toe and knees were aching my musclesand new found fitness (thanks to regular trips with the wee man in his back sac) were not and I bounced back to the car. The whole walk took 4hrs but we could take 30mins off if we had not gotten lost!! A mountain I fanc doing again in good weather conditions! 

Sgurr a’Mhaoraich
1027m/3369f(104)

31/07/10
Had climbed Gairich previous day and been sat up fishin with Aff
Until 12.30 the previous night but felt ok when I woke at 7.30 in the morning. Put more sausages on the bbq and took the tent and stuff down. Was away leaving Aff to fish by 8.30. Got to parking spot about 9.30 and headed up hill in the intermittent rain!! The path was ok but trousers got soaked by wet grass and ferns at pathside!!!! Made good progrees up and path did disappear a few times but made it to sgurr coire nan eiricheallach in good time as path got more interesting. My legs were feeling a little more tired after being up gairich less than 12 hrs previous. Was keen to get going as I knew Leanne would be moaning (again) if I was late home. The path on this section before the summit was interesting and followed a nice ridge up before dropping below cliffs and a final steep pull up onto the summit. I put two layers on and woolly hat as it was cold. The time was 11.15. I set off back down the hill at 11.30 and made it to the car at 12.45. It was still raining. Go back to AFf and he had caught nothing more so we packed up the BMW and headed home. Got home for 17.00 where the sun was out(
Glen Shiel Hills

The Saddle

1010m/3314f(121)

02/08/03
Climbed these hill with Ross. He stayed over on the Friday night.
Sgurr na Sgine
946m/3104f(223)

02/08/03
We got up at 6 am and had left Perth by 7, took us three hours
To drive to Glen Sheil, where we found the Sheil Bridge camp site and put our tent up (#2.50 each-no showers however!!). We origionally planned to do the Five Sisters of Kintail but due to the long wak back along the road, we decided for the Saddle and Forcan Ridge instead. We left the car at side of road around 11.30 and immediately took the wrong path and had to cross a river which I kept falling into!!. Eventually found the path which tok us between Meallan Odhar and the other. Started to rain at this point but we got  agreat view of the saddle and its ridge for the first time at this summit. The weather was relatively bad with strong winds and rain and I was a bit worried about tackling the infamous Forcan Ridge. At the bottom of the ridge the weather closeed in and the cloud level dropped, however we tackled this superb ridge, Ross felt ineasy at times and took the path round the side of the harder bits, which I did but were a bit hairy! This is an impressive ridge and the view to the saddle nice. This mountain is certainly dramatic. We reached the top around 2 ish, behind some English tits who had all the equipment but seemed to spend more time videoing themselves – fookin wanks!!!. We quickly reached the top and quickly kept going at a cracking pace to the top of Sgurr na Sgine. It was cold but the cloud had lifted off the tops and we could see relatively far, windy though. We decended via Faochag to the car which was a bone crunching rapind decent. Got back to car at around 5.30-6ish and went back to the camp site , had a few beers and something to eat and were sleepinjg by ten pm ready for the next day. 

Saileag

956m/3136f(205)

04/08/10
These four hills were the first on me and Rosses hill walking trip
Sgurra’Bhealaich
1036m/3399f(96)

04/08/10
of 2010. We had booked a nught at the Clunie followed by 2 night
Aonach Meadhoin
1001m/3284f(135)

04/08/10
at a b and b in glen affric. We drove up to the clunie inn and left
Ciste Dhubh

979m/3212f(173)

04/08/10
the car there planning on getting a taxis back along to our
Accomadation once we had gotten of the last Munro. As we left the car at the Cluni around 12.30 the sun was shining down into the glen up to Ciste Dubh. The forcast was for showers but it was looking good at this time. In fact it was probably too warm!!! We walked upo the west side of the burn across boggy ground until we reached the bealach a choinich. I was not feeling that energetic to be honst and felt a little tired!! Tired even though for the first time- Ross had driven up as opposed to me!!! Anyway as we slogged on we took a break just before the rise up onto Ciste Dubh. At this point we saw the first shower come in and the tops disappeared from sight for last time of day. We got up the steep part which was very boggy and continued past the pointed peak you see from the raod. This turned out to be a false peak and trued summit was another 10minutes climbing. We got to the top but cloud was just touching the top and obscuring our views from Ciste Dubh. Was a small summit and relatively impressive though. We were then dreading the the descent and then renascent onto the 3 brothers however it did not seem too bad and the sun was trying to pop out again – a false sign for what was about to unroll!!! A second wind must have taken me as I sat on the summit of Aonach Mheadhoin feeling good about the following ridge walk. There had been a couple of light showers which which had been forecast, however after leaving the sumit and heading for the 3rd summit of the day the heavens opened. By the time I realised this was more than a shower and that waterproofs would be a good idea, it was far too late and I was soaked to the skin. The rain continued for the rest of the day- heavy as well!!! We trudged over the next 2 summits before descending to Sailaig and off to the Bealach an Lapain. There was literally a stream flowing down the path and we were soaking. We had been told to call the taxis from thetop and arrange for it to come an hour or so later – so what did we do – called it half way down and never got a signal!! This then resulted in a 10km trudge up the road with lorries and cars soaking us as they passed. We really did not want this as we had two further long hill days ahead of us/ Anyway at least we had the warmth of the clunie inn which ross had booked to look forward too. Afetr 1.5 hrs alone the road we arrived at the Inn and roos went in to get the room. He came back to the car and said they had not taken the booking and were full!! I did not believe him but alas he was not joking. It was the end of the scotish holidays and start of the English ones and everywhere was full. We headed towards Inverness but evenm here the whole city was booked up!! However Stewart came to our rescue and we got the last room at the Coylumbridge Hilton saving us a trip all the way back to perth – however still a 70 mile trip away from our destination!!!! We were glad to get there alright11!!!! Then onto GLEN Affric! For the following 2 days 
5 sister of Kintail :

Sgurr na Ciste Duibhe1027m/3369f(105)
29/08/04
Plan was to leave early Saturday morning and meet Ross in the  
Sgurr na Carnach
1002m/3287f(134)

29/08/04
camp site. Left Perth at near 7.20am (very hard as had been at
Sgurr Fhuaran
1067m/3501f(70)

29/08/04
kinnys stag do the night b4 and abby kept me awake meaning 
Only 4 hrs sleep!!). Anyway got up their around 10ish and set up the tent. Left he car below Bealach na Lapain and as usual missed the path and ascended up some old forest which had recently been cleared. The ascent did not seem too hard or bad and we quickly made the ridge. From straight away this seemed an impressive ridge, perhaps as I had been sceptical about it being one of the best. The view to Sgurr Fhuaran indicated that the ascent of this hill at least was going to be steep. What was misconceiving was that immediately ahead of us we could see two tops, however the many ups and downs betweenus and them were hidden and the short distance as the crow flies took longer than I thought. The weather was dry for most of the day apart from onwe shower on the way down. Once again the path on the way down seemed to disappear and under Rosses instruction swe descended very steeply towards Loch Sheil through heather and ferns (Ross fell on his arse countless times and twisted his ankle whereas I fell flat on my face a few times also!!). Once at the botton we had to find out way to the bridge over the river Sheil which was a pain as the the ground was extremely watter lgged around this slow moving almost evil looking black water!! Once across we stil had to cross very boggy ground where in floods I think loch sheil would extend itelf!. Anyway made it to the road and trudged along to the campsite . Our plans were cut short for a trip to the castle and maybe a beer in the pub as a phone call to Leanne found her very ill and wanting me to come home. Thus after talking to ross we left Glen Sheil after taking the tent down and got home in the dark near 10.30. Abby stayed with Granny Dalton that night and I picked her up in the morning.
South Glen Sheil :

Creag a’ Mhaim
947m/3107f(218)

03/08/08
After 3 consectutive day walking and the previous day a long
Drium Shionnach
987m/3238f(160)

03/08/08
walk over Slioch, I was unsure whether I was going to not only
Aonach air Chrith
1021m/3350f(109)

03/08/08
keep up with Ross but in fact complete the 7 munros. The forecast
Maol Chinndearg
981m/3218f(168)

03/08/08
once again was not great and we left the Kintail lodge with not 
Sgurr an Doire Leathain1010m/3314f(122)
03/08/08
a lot of hope!! However following dumping one car at the war
Sgurr an Lochain
1004m/3294f(131)

03/08/08
site, w drove up to Clunie where the sun started to break through
Creag nan Damh
918m/3012f(274)

03/08/08
and to be honest the entire ridge was clound free at the summits
At this time!! The forecast was for shower – some prolonged. Anyway we left the Clunnie inn at the back of 9.30-10ish and walked up the stalkers path to the rear of the Inn. We went past the road to the lodge and kept on the road until a bend in the road going left and a bridge. At this point we struck uphill toward the ridge. The midge were out and that was enough to keep me from stopping although Ross seemed to be struggling to keep up. We emerged at a point between the first summit and the second so we dumped the bags and headed out to the first summit where we met two girls from Birmingham who had come up the long route and weree hoping to traverse the whole ridge. We soon over took them and I wonder if they completed it?? Anyway the walk between 1st and 2nd summit was very very easy with no obstacles and seemingly not much of a drop between the two. However the pull up the 3rd which is the highest on the ridge was harder but still good. Once we reached the top we were at 2.5 hrs, almost an hour ahead of the timings given in the book. The proper ridge walk started here and th ridge narrowed to arêtes at numerous places. This must be the best Ridge WALK in the country as prolonged section were as nice as the best short sections of the tarmigan ridge. These narrow paths continued on and on. The climb up to the fourth and middle sumit was also a pull as were the next two tops. The cloud was coming and going now, however we only had about 30 mins of rain which was not bad considering the origioanl weather forcast. At the end of the ridge we skirted the subsidury top to tackle the last top. The descent was brutal and as per usual I decided to take my time for my knees sake knowing I had more walking tomorrow. I find the descents hard on the joints but not the muscles, also my toe  (2nd one on the left) get badly bruised on the descents. The steep descent finally flattened on the corrie floor and the difficualties were over – OR SO WE THOUGHT!!! The final descent through tree plantation to the road was a nightmare and more dangerous than anything on the ridge! The rain had kindly started for only the 2nd time and the root were slippy. However it was the steepness, wet rock and uprooted trees which caused the problems!! A bit of a challenge at the end of  a long walk. Possibly the best long wakl available in Scotland I would say!.
A’Chralaig

1120m/3674f(33)

03/08/03
This was the 2nd day after the saddle and we started the day at
Mullach Fraoch Choire1102m/3615f(49)
03/08/03
7am when we awoke in the Sheil Bridge camp site. At this time 
the weather was cloudy with the tops clear. We got up and drove to bottom of hill near Loch Clunie at 8 am and started walking at 9 after some disasterous sausage on the stove!!!! As we climed up the ridge to get to the shoulder the weather got wetter and wetter with the wind picking up. Once on the ridge we were soaked to the bone and eventually we reached the summit wet, tired and dejected!! Nice big cairn at the top though. After this the weather got margionally better with the wind droping slightly. The walk between AChalaig and Fraoch Coire was one of the best track we have been on, although visibility was nill! The track winded its way between crags and tors along a ridge to the summit of the second top, it was still drizzling. We made our way back to a top on the ridge (Coire Odhar) and dropped into the valley whaere we saw a herd of deer. We got back to the car at 2ish, the walk took us five hours. Drove back home and got to perth around 5.20. Nice walking weekend in Glen Sheil.

Carn Ghluasaid
957m/3140f(203)

31/04/05
This was a bank holidayweekend and myself and Ross had 
Sgurr nan Conhairean1109m/3638f(44)
31/04/05
climbed Buchaillive Etive Beag on the Saturday before 
Sail Chaorainn
1002m/3287f(133)

31/04/05
travelling up to Glen Sheil on the Saturday afternoon. We had
Origionally planned to do the South Sheil ridge but the weather was unpredictable, the sat had been fantastic the previous evening but we woke to rain on the tent so we lay in the tent till after nine, when the rain stopped. We decided on these three hills as the outing would not be as long as the south ridge. We left the car at 10 ish and headed up the path towards Carn Ghluasaid the terraining was relatively rock , with the path cutting its way up a rocky shoulder and towards the top the path started to disappear. The cloud was in at the top although further down it looked as though the weather was breaking. At the top the cloud briefly blew away but eturned, this , we thought was a good sign, thinking it was going to brighten up for the day!! Sgurr nan Conhairean was the next and highest peak of the day. This was a hard slog and the cloud was in again and the ascent was all in the mist.  We reached the top and headed for the final peak, Sail Chaorainn which lay further north. The ascent up this peak was easy and gentle and the summit was in cloud and very dissapointing with no descent cairn at the top. We had a message from dad saying that it was raining heavily in Fife and on cue, at the point , the furthest distance from the car, it started to rain!!! The journey back to the car was always going to be tricky as the book described a faint path which veer off so as not to go back up the second munro. So in the mist and rain we veered off the path far too early and found ourselves walking around very steep corry walls which was ok but one had to keep their wits about them!! Eventually we came across a deep gorge which turned into crages and we had to go directly up on to the shoulder which wasa  lung busting ascent. We eventually reached the ridge and from here the descent was straight forward off the shoulder onto the road and a dreary, soaking 2km walk back to the car in heavy rain! We got changed at Lundie at 4 oclock a 6hour walk, and drove to the Clunie Inn for a pint. Then back to the campsite where the rain eventually stopped and the weather brightened up!!! Two more south of glen sheil for the final day on Monday.
Glen Affric and Strathfarrar

Beinn Fhada

1032m/3386f(100)

21/10/12
A’Ghlas-bheinn
918m/3018f(273)

21/10/12




Beinn Fhada and A’ Ghlas-Bheinn

Having cracked my radial head (elbow) a few weeks ago – I was itching to get out and about again. I had not done any exercise since that trip and was a little apprehensive about not being knackered at the end of this trip!!! No heavy lifting for 6 weeks they said – but nothing was mentioned about walking ( ha-ha

I have around 20 Munros left to do and all of those are in far flung places which are too far away for a day trip. So the plan was to drive up to Morvich the night before and it was decided that we would use the cars instead of tents. I have done this a few times before and I must admit I personally find it more comfy than the tent option (plus the fact that I had a duvet, pillow, sleeping back numerous mats – simply luxurious!!).

Left home around 20.00 on the Saturday night and the plan was to meet up at the commando    memorial at 22.00. It went to plan and we found ourselves at Morvich for around 23.15. Perfect – no sunlight in October after 19.30 – so we parked up and got our kit ready and off to bed. Slept ok – woke a few times with a sore arm but apart from that it was pretty comfy!!

Woke at 05.15 and had the brew on by half past. A coffee and some Weetabix got me set up and before long we were off along Gleann Choinneachan. It was pitch black – not even a hint of sunrise so we were reliant on the head torches. As we headed towards Bealach an Sgairne – light started to filter through the eastern sky. I had been hoping that we would get a nice sunrise and was hoping reach the bealach for this. Initially I thought the sunrise was not going to be impressive, however on reaching the Bealach, I was met by probably the best sunrise I have ever witnessed. It certainly made up for the last sunrise I witnessed (which caused my broken arm!!!). On that topic – my arm was doing well, it was not too sore and the only time I had pain was when I pushed it out to balance after a slip - that was sore!!!!!

Anyway after 10mins at the Bealach we headed north and summited A’Ghlas Bheinn. A few false summits and a ridge which  seemed to go on forever, however we topped out at about 09.15. An interesting hill but with a nice path all the way up.

The same cannot be said for Meall a Bealaich!! A grubby, wet , manky hill side with only hints of a path. The wet moss and grass and steepness made slipping a real possibility and with my bust arm, this made this ascent unpleasant!! I made sure that I had my good arm nearest the hillside as much as possible. Anyway eventually reached the saddle on Beinn Fhada’s north ridge and from here it was a slog to the summit. Arm was hurting a little now and my legs were a little tired now but the views were sill fantastic. Carn Eighe and Mam Sodhail had a good covering of snow but there was just  sprinkle on Bheinn Fhada. It was now near noon and we had to head back to the car. We met a few people on our descent and eventually got back to the car around 14.30. A fantastic trip and a sunrise to make up for the evil sunrise in Atholl.!! Plus the benefit of know that I can get back walking (still cannot get on a bike though().  A few ibuprofen and solpadol sorted that out!! Hopefully will get out again soon…..

An Socach

921m/3022f(269)

19/05/12
Glen Affric Munros – The Sgurr nan Ceathreamhnan Group

With the rain on the Thursday and Friday, we decided against a bash at the Fisherfield  6 instead opting for three days out of Tomich. We had stayed here a few years back and tackled the five munros at the eastern end of Glen Affric, so this time we thought of doing the Sgurr nan Ceathreamhnan group to the north of the the Allbeithe youth hostel.

We had booked out the B and B for three nights and arrived after work on the Friday evening allowing us to start relatively early on the Saturday. We arrived at the Glen Affric car park and were off round 08.00am cycling along the track to the Allbeithe. We knew this was going to be a big day out and given the amount of fresh snow above about 650m I was a bit sceptical on whether we would complete the three munros. However the forecast was looking ok and it was to brighten up with good air clarity and visibility. The cycle in took roughly 1.5hrs and we left the bikes to climb up to the Coire na Cloche. Before reaching this point we reached the snow level and it was still falling (although lightly ) from the sky. We decided on tackling An Socach first as the thought of doing this last was a little too much!!! It was a relatively straight forward ascent to this summit which is the smallest of the three, however the underfoot conditions were very slippery with the fresh snow starting to melt!! By the time we got back to the Coire na Cloche it was about midday and we had to decide on whether we would go up Sgurr nan Ceathreamhnan first or descend into the Coire nan Dearcag. We decided to have a look at descending into the Coire nan Dearcag allowing us to continue to the outlier munro second. The descent was a bit slippy but not as treacherous as I had thought and soon we were trudging through the snow to get to Bealach na Daoine. This aspect of Sgurr nan Ceathreamhnan is fantastic and you can see the two ridges we were going to be ascending an descending clearly, a fantastic looking mountain…….

Personally the hardest part of the walk was now ahead – the climb over the ridge and top to get to Mullach na Dheiragain. The snow was very soft and up to three foot deep in drifts. The boulders along the top were extremely annoying as you were having to tread carefully not to lose your leg between boulders. Added to this the fact that my platypus had a leak and I was out of H2O, made me a bit tetchy!!

Anyway we reached the summit of Mullach na  Dheiragain at 2pm. The weather was ok with snow coming and going throughout the day.  We now needed to reach Sgurr nan Ceathreamhnan, the highest peak of the day. To do this we went back over the ridge (again – a pain in the back side) and then started ascending the northern ridge of Sgurr nan Ceathreamhnan. We reached the summit at 4pm and I was desperate to get back to my bike as I had a nice full bottle of juice there!!! The descent down the western ridge is fantastic with great views back down Glen Affric but also to the northern side of the Glen Shiel hills. These were all snow capped giving it a very wintry feel!! A few ups and downs and we were back at Allbeithe for about 5.30. Great – a nice cycle back !!! However I am sure the path seemed to ascend the whole way back (obviously it does not) – think it was tired legs having trudged through all the snow. We were very relived to get back to the car for 19.00. An awesome day, but long and tiring one!!

Sgurr nan Ceathreamhnan1151m/3776f(22)
19/05/12
Mullach na Dheiragain982m/3222f(167)
19/05/12
Toll Creagach
1054m/3458f(77)

05/08/10
These two were climbed after an eventfull trip up the three bros
Tom a’Choinich
1112m/3648f(41)

05/08/10
of Glen sheil and a fiasco with accomadation which put an end
To our thought of doing the round of five in one day!! So we arrived in Glen Affric around 11.30 and set off and the weather was looking ok and better than our soaking yesterday. There were some showers over the mountains though and we could see them as we walked uo towards the munros. Glen Affric really is beautiful and I heard this before and was not disappointed by the drive up and walk through natural forest. The climb did not start until the rise up the Allt Tolleasa which we followed for a while. Most boos say to go into the corrie and upo but we found ourselves following the path up the shoulder which lead us to the summit of Tom a choinich. This ridge was rocky and interestingand we met the only people for the day here – a father and his two sons who had made it to the ridge but were going no further. They looked tired when we saw them – how they could stop so long was amazing given the amount of bloody midges which descened at every possible stop!!!! Coming of the summit and we got the best weather of the three dsays as we headed to Toll Creagach which was much more rounded and like an eastern hill in comparision to the one we just came off!!! It was a nice stroll across to this in the sunshine with great views over to the Mullarodoch munros and over glen affric east!! We called the b and b to make sure a repeat of the previous  night would not occur!!! We got back to the car and then to the b and b and had tea along in the lovely tommich hotel which was a cracking wee place. The b and b was lovely too run by an older couple from down south had been farmers before/.
Carn Eige

1183m/3881f(12)

06/08/10
We had origionally planned to climb all five but due to circumstan
Beinn Fhionnlaidh
1005m/3297f(128)

06/08/10
we did two the day before and left three for this outing. The we
Mam Sodhail
1181m/3875f(14)

06/08/10
weather had been changeable over the previous two days and 

Today was no exception. Alough it rained some of the day – we were in the cloud for 90% of the day. We had our first earlier start of the trip leaving the car at about 9 oclock and headed along towards affirc lodge after beating off the midge in the car park!! We then headed up the track and then over rough pathless ground to reach the ridge of Sgurr na Lapaich. This was a struggle after too long days before and also it was windless so hot and also midge stren at every stop. Once the ridge was reached and the first (non munro ) summit it was nice and there was a breeze. Howver from this point on there was no view until the drop between the two large hills and outlier. This would be an absolute belter on a sunny day as I reckon the views would be outstanding- however not our luck. The walk up to Mam Sodhail was not too bad and the rain started as we reache the summit. We took a slightly more westerly bearing off the summit through a boulder field but quickly re establishe the path. The drop between and Mam and Carn Eige was not much and certaininly not enough to classify them as two separate munros in my opinion. However easy the trip between these two munros was was made up for by the dramatic drop and renascent to Beinn Fhionnlaidh. It was a lot of lost height!!!!! Howver this meant we popped our heads out of the cloud to see some views. Was not looking forward to renascent up carn eighe but it turned out not too be too bad – perhaps the red bull worked!!??! We then met a chap from the cumbrae region who was quiet something thanks to him we navigated safely  carn eighes east ridge and he be friended us to the car. He had done john o groats to lands end a few times and had helped his son do it in three days!!!!!! He was a man of iron I reckon but a thouroughly nice chap. When we got back to the car the walk had taken over 9 hours!! How we would have managed the 5 in one outing would be left to the imagination!!!!
Carn nan Gobhar
992m/3255f(152)

Sgurr na Lapaich
1150m/3773f(24)

An Riabhachan
1129m/3704f(29)

An Socach

1069m/3507f(67)

Sgurr Fhuar-thuil
1049m/3442f(82)

Sgurr a’Choire Ghlais1083m/3553f(60)

Carn na Gobhar
992m/3255f(153)

Sgurr na Ruaidhe
993m/3258f(151)

The Achnashellach & Torridon Hills

Moruisg

928m/3045f(255)

17/06/05
These 2 hills were climbed on route to Ullapool on a Friday.
Sgurr nan Ceannaichean915m/3002f(284)
17/06/05
Me, Ross , Kev and his American friend Zak got to the base
Of the hill at around 12.15 ish and headed of across the river and railway to head straight up the side of Moruisg. This was a definite slog with relentless grass/heather slopes at a constant angle almost right to the top. Kev and Zak kinda stuggled a little due to alcohol excess the night before (whiskey and Asynth!!) however we made it to the top where there was two tops with cairns separated by a short walk. The weather was fantastic with a very high cloud base with periods of warm sunshine and brilliant visability. The views over Fischerfield and Torridon were great with Liatich and Beinn Eigh sticking out, also got a look at the rest of the Achnashellach hills. The forecast was rubbish te day b4 with some saying “ferociious winds and locally difficult to walk on summits and ridges” - how wrong could they be!!!! The summit of Moruisg was reached by around 2 ish and the walk to the 2nd summit was very easy, probably due to it being the lowest Munro!! We sat at this summit overlooking a nice Glen, looking west. The descent down was ok and we made it back to the car before 5 and then headed for Ullapool with a little more colour to our skin!!!!
Sgurr Choinnich
999m/3278f(139)

Sgurr a’Chaprachain1053m/3455f(78)

Maoile Lunndaidh
1007m/3304f(125)

Bidein a’Choire Sheasgaich945m/3100f(224)
Lurg Mhor

986m/3235f(163)

Beinn Liath Mhor
926m/3038f(258)

20/05/12
Sgorr Ruadh

962m/3156f(195)

20/05/12
Day Two Beinn Liath Mhor and Sgorr Ruadh from Achnashellach

Original plan had been to tackle the four Mullardoch  Munros today on our second day in Tomich, however given our efforts from the previous day trip to Glen Affric  we did not think it wise (or possible!!) to tackle another long day trudging through the snow. So after getting the books out in the pub the night before we decided on Beinn Liath Mhor and Sgorr Ruadh (possibility of Fuar Tholl too). 

The day before we had noticed that the hills around Torridon and Achnashellach had a significantly lesser amount of snow which also contributed to the decision. The only down side was the long drive round from the B and B near Tomich, however we worked it to our advantage to stop in to Inverness to pick up some badly needed sun cream!!!!! We had bad sunburn from the glare and wind the day before.

As we headed up to Achnashellach it was obvious there was “another event on”. As we drove through Garve across the level crossing there were hundreds of photographers and this continued as we drove along towards Achnasheen- turns out there was an old steam locomotive on the line. Never seen so many people and cars stopped on this road before – in fact some we parked rather dangerously!!!

Anyway – we left the car at a busy car park below the station at 11.30- a late start but added time for the legs to recover from the day before!! We crossed the line and followed the track left until we came to the forest tack which led us upwards quickly to the Coire Lair. Fuar Tholl looking very impressive as we headed up. Once the Coire Lair opened up, we could see the route for the day ahead of us.  The cloud base was well above the summits and more importantly there was little in the way of lying snow!! The hardest ascent of the day was the pull on to the eastern ridge of Beinn Liath Mhor. Once on the ridge it is a fantastic walk with a few ups and down but brilliant views of Torridon opening up and also the hill further west, Fannichs and Fisherfields. Stopped at the summit for some lunch then headed onto to tackle Sgorr Ruadh.

The sun was now out and we were still in T shirts!!- A marked contrast to yesterday where the snow had been on all day and any stops were accompanied with numb fingers!! What a difference in 24hrs!!

There is a considerable drop and steep in places to reach the col between the two munros and don’t be tempted to go over the middle top at 769 as it is basically a cliff on the other side!!

A straight forward ascent to Sgorr Ruadh and more views with the sun out. We also observed a coastguard helicopter on a training exercise which was impressive.

It was now 4pm and we decided on leaving Fuar Tholl for another day!! Got back to the car for 6. Fantastic walk and one I would definitely leave for a good day to take in the views…..

Maol Cheandearg
933m/3061f(247)

17/07/04
Went up to Torridon with Ross and Kev on the Friday night and 
Arrived at the Torridon camp site around 10.30ish after seeing a great looking stag cross the road going down Glen Torridon. As weather was changeable – a few heavy showers during the night we decided not to try Liatach this time and went up this hill which was visible from the camp site. Book said 3-5 hours from the southern glen. We left at 10.30 after fannying about cooking inside tent ect and managed as per usual to get lost in the first fraction of the walk!! Eventually found the path and the walk in was quiet long – nice loch below this mountain to the north though. the walk in took around four hours where some prolongled showers got us soaked !!! The top was cludy with some brief breaks giving great views of all the torridon hills. Long walk back, got back around 6ish and had a great bbq on the shore of loch torridon to escape the midgy infested camp site !!

Fionn Bheinn
933m/3061f(246)

27/08/02
Did this on our tour of Scotland!staying in Gairloch and took









Car to Achnashee were the weather had brightened up after being









Overcast at Gairloch and nearer the coast. Started in sunshine with Lean

· lost both quickly!! Walked up grassy slopes to a moor(peaty)and then up slopes again to the top Met some people from galsgow (never saw anyone else as it was a Tuesday. The top was covered in cloud so no views from there. Further down saw wee bit of An Teallach and nich views to the south east. Only took three hours as I was back for 2 ish. Ran on the way back down!!!!

Beinn Alligin
922m/3025f(268)

18/07/04
This fantastic hill was climbed on the Sunday of the camping trip
Sgurr Mhor

986m/3235f(162)

18/07/04
with ross and kev. On the Saturday we observed that these hills

were bathed in sunshine and as this was meant to be the aseast of the Torridon trio we got up early (7.30) fled the campsite (was not worth paying for as we got eaten alive!! And got to the car park at 8.30 ish. Eventually started walking around 9.30 and went up the Horns first and just below the first horn we had to take 30 minutes shelter from a fierce shower that had me thinking about heading back it was that windy!! Due to this and the possibility of being caught out whilst scrambling the horns we decided to take the path which skirts the horns and headed straight up Sgorr More and from here t was relatively quick to the secong top where the cloud waas breaking slightly giving great views over the light blue of lLoch Torridon toward the top end of sky. The decent was relatively quick although had we decided to come up this way I think it would have been a very long slog. Got back to the car at2.20 and headed south. This is a great hill and opne I want to return to to attack the horns on a better day

Liathach

1055m/3461f(75)

14/07/06
Ross and I drove up on the Friday and arrived at Gairloch at 
Mullach an Rathain1023m/3356f(108)
14/07/06
9 o’clock. I was on holiday for the following 2 weeks (got new
Job during this holiday!) so this was an ideal start. The forecast was looking good although Sunday was looking extremely windy but clear. We decided to tackle Liathach on the Saturday and awoke early (however had been kept up late by some inconsiderate fucking continentals) and headed for Torridon.  We went up the usual route east of Glen Cottage up a well made path. As we reached a small levelling at a corrie we met some unfit looking weggies who seemed to think everyone else was just super fit!!! Anyway past them we continued up the steep slopes towards the ridge. The weather was great with great views over to the south and east towards the fannichs etc. On reaching the ridge the views to the north and the other Torridon hill was great. We continued west and over a couple of summits and easy scrambling to reach the highest summit in Torridon: Spidean a’ Choire Leith. We did meet a lone man from elgin and a phone call from mum at the summit, we also had lunch. From the summit the views to Mullach an Rathan were great with the Fasarinen pinnacles in sight underneath us. We went on with optimism. Now these pinnacles were fun but were not as bad as I had imagined and left me a little disappointed. Got some nice scrambling, one part was perhaps 2/3 but was easily by passed as Ross went round the side!! The rest of the walk was ok with a steep knee crunching descent to Glen Torridon and a wee walk back to the car along the road where we met a chap cycling around the coast of Britain!!

Beinn Eighe

1010m/3314f(120)

15/07/06
Beinn Eighe was the second walk of the weekend following 
Spidean Coire nan Clach993m/3258f(150)
15/07/06
Liathach on the Saturday. We left Gairloch and arrived at around
9ish. The walk round the back of Bheinn Eighe to the lovely Coire Mhic Fheachair was a long and seemingly endless one with tired legs from the previous day. We stopped for a bite to eat here which picked us up a little and we made our way towards the ascent on to the ridge up a stone shoot straight from Lord of the Rings!! The pink natural steep stair case was the most enjoyable part of the entire weekend , even better than liathach. Once the ridge was reached we became aware of how windy it was. On the summit of Ruadh-stac Mor the wind was feroucious, perhaps 60-70 mph gusts . Only twice previously had I experienced wind stronger. Anyway with this wind the walk across the  ridge to the second summit was looking dodgy!! However the wind was not quite as strong at this point as we had feared. The walk to the second peak was also fantastic with some very nice scrambling to get to the summit. I must admit I enjoyed this walk the best of the three torridon giants. Thweather was not as clear as it had been but the cloud stayed above the summits all day. The descent of Beinnn Eighe back to torridon was a foot basher with rocky paths all the way. Both ross and I had blisters on the soles of our feet as did another walker we met. This also made the walk along the road back to the car not very pleasant and we were pleased to get back and get home in time to see Abbs!@!
Dundonnell and Fisherfield Hills

Slioch


981m/3218f(170)

02/08/08
I had been climbing by myself on the Thursday and Friday
And bagged Hope and Cul Beag. I then met Ross at the Altgulish Inn. Our previous plan was for the big 6, however the weather forecast was not looking favourable so we decided over a pint that Slioch would be a good bet. The forecast was not good with showers and longer mergingns to look forward to!!! Anyway we parked up at Kinlochewe and got going at 10am. There was a long walk in along the extended flood plain, thought to be so big due to Loch Maree once being a sea loch. The Ferns were high along this path and a real pain in the arse as they soaked my trousers!! It was still not raining by this point though and the views down Loch Maree and over to Beinn Eighe were faboulous. Following an hours walk we reach the start of the climb up to the lip of Sliochs Corrie and just on Cue the rain started!! The was to last about 40 minutes on our slog up the badly eroded path. However once the corrie was reached it stopped and this was to be the last rain of the day to our surprise and Joy. The cloud was in over the summit but the level had risen a little. We then ascended up on to the sholder and had lunch with intermittent views over loch marree and the lower slopes of Beinn Eighe. Then we tackled the main slog of the day up the final shoulder past the two lochan. This was a bugger and seemed to never end. However it did and we sat for  awhile at both tiopes and had at least 2 minutes where the cluded cleared to give us a view down to the islands of Loch Maree. On a clear day this must surely give one of the best views in the Highlands!! We continued round the ridge and droped steeply back to the corrie floor, this was a brutal descent and I took it easy for my knees sake as I had three more days of climbing. The walk back was a downer as usual due to the hours walk along the flat and ferns to the car!!! We got back at 4.20  and thus it had taken just over 6 hours. 

An Teallach

1060m/3478f(73)

25/08/03
I think to date this was my most enjoyable days walking I 
Bidein a’GhlasThuill1062m/3484f(72)
25/08/03
have had. The weather was perfect and the climb exciting
And exhilarating in great conditions. This was the second day of the walking holiday and we had breakfast at 8.30 and started walking near 10.30 fromCorrie Hallie. From here we walked up to the Moine Thrust cliffs  which took a little time. It felt like I was abroad with the sun beating down, clear blue skies and smell of sun tan lotion. The land scape was like I had never seen before also with great slabs of rock and of course the sight of An Teallach ahead and to the right of us all the time -  what an impressive mountain!! Eventually we made it to base of Sail Liath where we started to climb steeply up a scree slope, at one point a rock I dislodged nearly left a nasty hole in Ads head!!! Once atbtop I suppose this was the started of the ridge. 6There were two tops before starting the main and exciting scrambling ridge – not to be done if one has vertigo!!! Getting on to the ridge is the hardest part and the older man needed daves help initially. For the next 2.5 hours was the best walking/scrambling I have done over numerous tors and crags right along the knife edge An teallach ridge- every one eslse on this fine day took the pussy route which was apath which ran below the ridge but we traversed the whole thing in perfect weather conditions. The end of the scramble was basically at Lord Berkleys seat, which we may not have sat on it we had seen the overhang from the otherside b4 hand!!! After this we bagged the 2 munros and continued to the end of the ridge to Glas Mheal Mor and then dropp to Dunodonnell Hotel where I ahd left my car we had some lunch there and Dave had long missed his train and day of work the next day!! We gotoff the mountain near6.30 and back Garve by 8.20 when we went to the Garve Country hotel for the worst pints in history!!!! Vest daywalking for me.
Ruadh Stac Mor
918m/3012f(276)

A’Mhaighdean
967m/3173f(187)

Beinn a’Chlaidheimh916m/3005f(280)

Sgurr Ban

989m//3245f(157)

CoireMhicFhearchair1018m/3340f(115)

Beinn Tarsuinn
936m/3071f(238)

Fannaichs and Ullapool Hills

An Coileachan
923m/3028f(266)

18/06/05
Climbed these on a camping trip to Ullapool with Ross, Zub
Meall Gorm

949m/3113f(215)

18/06/05
Kev and Zak. The forecast was good and after a good friday
Sgurr Mor

1110m/3642f(43)

18/06/05
hopes were high. Weparked just past Loch Glascarnoch near
BeinnLiathFannaich954m/3130f(209)

18/06/05
Loch Drioma and headed for An Coilwachan , around a 8km
Walk in. My legs were still sore from the 2 on the Friday, however they son loosened off. The walk in following the west side of the burn and crossed it at a bridge and cli8mbed gently up grassy/tussoky ground until we reach Loch Groma at the base of the saddle between the 1st 2 munros. There was then a steep pull up to the summit of An Coileachan. A rest here and food , it took 3hrs to reach here, then a easy walk to the 2nd summit, Meall Gorm. We lost zub o  the way, but he was just taking a dump!! Once on the second summiut we did not hang around as we had plans to do all 9 Fannich peaks – this was short lived however as the rain started on the way to the 3rd and largest peak of the day , Sgurr Mor. The ascent up this hill was interesting as it was terraced all the way up, perhaps caused by snow or strong winds. By the time the summit was reached the rain was heavy and it was miserable – here we descided against all nine and descended to go for the forth summit. The walk to the 4th was miserable and in fact it seemed the path we were on bypassed the summit, however we realised this and headed off path and up the boulderly summit to the top. Zubs knee was now buggered , and I could relate to this!! The descent was slow but the rain eased up and eventually went off as we desced back to the glen and back onto the path. We made it back to the car around 5.30-6ish thus it took around 9 hrs to complete the 24km route.
Meall a’Chrasgaidh934m/3064f(243)

28/05/06
Climbed these 5 western Fannichs on a trip to Ullapool with 
Sgurr nan ClachGeala1093m/3586f(53)
28/05/06
Lorna and Arnie, where we climbed Stac Pollaidh the previous 
Sgurr nan Each
923m/3028f(267)

28/05/06
day. The Sunday morning had started very wet and windy and 
Sgurr Breac

999m/3278f(138)

28/05/06
Lorna, Arnie, Tom and Donnell decided not to walk but go on a
A’Chailleach
997m/3271f(144)

28/05/06
car trip. The plan had been to climb An Teallach and stac pollaidh









, however the windy weather put pay to the former. I had taken the 










Monday and Tuesday off, and planned these 5 plus some near 










Achnasheallach on Tuesday. Anyway have left Ullapool in the 










Wet I was pleasantly surprised to arrive on the bend on theA832










with the rain stopped and the summits free of cloud. I started just 








before 10am and started up for the Tomain Coinach summit 

between the first two summits. I had only one shower of rain by this point and reached the summit of A’Chailleach in 2 hours. About 20 meters from the top the cloud dropped in just covering the summit. The walk up to this top was nice with a nice steep drop to the right down to the Loch toll an Lochan. I dropped down and over Tomain Coinich where the weather took a turn for the worse. Remembering  that we were 3 weeks from mid summers day, it started to hail, then sleet and finally snow, although not enough to lye, it was rather exciting.  On the way up Sgurr Breac, the second top of the day, I started to feel hot spot on my ankles when going uphill, which was concerning as I was wearing my new 70 quid Zamberland boot! By the time I had gone over this summit and descended to the col (compass and map out due to cloud and mist!) and started to climb to the col between the 3rd and 4th munros, my feet really did hurt, so I stopped and put plasters on to hopefully prevent further rubbing. The ascent to the col was ok but wilst climbing Sgurr nan Each the pain returned badly. Half way up the highest Munro of the day, Sgurr nan clach Geala I had to stop and pop a paracetamol to dull the pain. I had already made my mind up thatI would be unable to do anymore climbing that week and decided to return to Perth on the Sunday night (turns out I could hardly bloody walk for most of the following week!) Anyway having reached this summit the painkillers kicked in and I made as speedy ascent and descent of the final munro as I could to get back to ullapoool and take the tent down and get back to Perth ASAP. I got back to the car around 5pm – not bad going I thought. One note was the crossing of the Allt Breabaig, where after a few days of heavy showers meant I had to get wet feet!!! Not good with monster blisters!! Anyway a good walk and not too strenuous compared to other 5 munro walks!!!
Ben Wyvis

1046m/3432f(85)

24/08/07
This was climbed on the beginning of a weekend to Ullapool
With Ross, Kev and an American friend of Kevs called Gordon. I had been in Inverness and met them at Garve at 3.30ish. The forecast across the whole of the UK (bar Ullapool) was looking good for the whole weekend. However as we climbed up Wyvis the cloud dropped in and the rain did not look very far away. We left the car at 4.30 and climbed up the path through the forest in the glen between little and Big Wyvis. The rain was still off and we started to ascend An Cabar. The going was slow as Gordo had never walked before. As we reached the top the wind got worse and worse and once on the sumit plateux it was gusting to perhaps 55-60mph. Not enough to blow us over , but enough to make things very uncomfortable when the rain did start!!! As we neared the summit I feared the wind would get worse, however roughly 20meters from the top it died away, must have been a topographical reason as the wind was the same going back along the plateux!!!! It was very miserable and we could not get down quickly enough1 We got back to the car at 8.30 and made it to the Auilguish Inn just in time for food at nine!! 

Am Faochagach
954m/3130f(210)

25/08/03
This was the last day of our walking hols in NW highlands and 
Once again the weather was perfect. We had breakfast at Garve B and B at 7.30, then headed to strathpfeffer for refreshments and food then headed for the hill. Started walking at around 9.30 and the breeze was cooler than previous days and a little cloud was left but that quickly burnt off. This was the perfect hill for the last day as it was only a 700 meter ascent and the climb was steady not steep over grassy, heather covered slopes. The weather was once again perfect with clear blue skies etc The whole walk took around four hours and we were soon driving south by 2pm toward Avimore before heading home . I felt a little weird for 10 minutes before reaching ridge – not sure why though as I had eaten a ful breakfast – however some chocolate soon sorted that out!!. Fanastic views once again of the NW highlands and to An Teallach which of course had been conquered the day before.
Beinn Dearg

1084m/3556f(57)

25/08/07
Have endured a rough walk up Ben Wyvis on the Friday night
Cona’Mheall
978m/3209f(176)

25/08/07
I knew this was going to be a hard days walk. Although the
Meall nan Ceaprraichean977m/3205f(177)
25/08/07
weather forecast was looking good for the whole of the Uk I
Eididh nanClachGeala927m/3041f(257)
25/08/07
knew that it was going to be different for these hills!! I was 
Hopeful that it would break later in the day!! Anyway we left Inverlael at around 10.30 and headed up Gleann na Sguaib for the long walk in. Although it was drizzly this walk was pleasant enough with it being a constant gradient. As Gordon had made such a good effort the day before on Wyvis his legs gave in after the long walk in and he and Kev made their way back to the car at 1 ish. We saw numerous deer on the flanks of Eididh na Cach Geala and we eventually made its summit with hope that the cloud base would lift. It had earlier shown signs of doing just that following our walk in. As we descended this 1st munro we had to get the compass out in terms of finding our way through the crags to Meall Nan Ceapraichean, there were only 3 lochans on the 1:50 000 but in reality there seemed a lot more!!! T the top of this summit we started meeting people and the weather started to clear which lifted the spirits. I was feeling good and fit at this point. As it continued to clear we dumpe the sacks beside a lochan and headed up the 3rd munroi –Cona Meall. On this ascent wwe met a walking party we had left on the way upo and they were being arses –well 2 of them were. One tried to run up so I put my foot down and motored to the summit not letting him gaiun anything on us!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Prick! Anyway Beinn Dearg had also cleared and it genuinely felt as if the weather was going to be good for the remainder of the day –WRONG. Within 5 min of starting Dearg it closed in and the wind and rain started. We got drenched on the scramble up Dearg as we clung to the dyke and did  not follow the path!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Anyway after taking five we belted ASAP off the hill with the miserable weather and thought of a pint driving us on. The rain eventually eased and we made it to the car for around 7. Luckily Kev had booked us into the Ullapool hotel and after a chippy, a shower and a shit we went to a few pubs – however it was a bit disappointing in the pubs this time, our previous trips have been more lively.
Seana Bhraigh
927m/3041f(262)

Assynt and the Far North

Conival

987m/3238f(158)

Ben More Assynt
998m/3274f(141)

Ben Klibreck
962m/3156f(194)

09/09/12
Ben Klibreck – 9th September

Continuing my short trip on the North coast, I decided to go up Ben Klibreck on route home from Borgie. The previous day I had been up Ben Loyal wich had been a contrasting day weather wise with the clag clearing to blue skies but also accompanied by gale force winds!! 

Today the forecast seemed good with MWIS predicting 90% chance of cloud free Munros (. 

I chose to climb the hill from the parking area south of Vagastie bridge where there is a nice parking area. I drove down past Loch Loyal taking some ice early morning pictures of the hill over the loch. 

I had in my minds eye a notion that Ben Klibreck would be a boring lump with views only to moor and peat hags, with a lot of wet walking over boggy ground.

However my first view of the hill as I rounded the corner heading down to Altnahara was very different. The mountain towers over Altnahara and I thought it looked a rather imposing hill from this angle, very much a mountain and not an easy – 3 hr treck (another preconception I had – even though all guides said 5-7hrs!!).

So parked up and headed off about 09.00. The faint all vehicle  terrain path heads towards the Kronk. The summit of Klibrck was poking though the cloud and I wondered if I would be lucky enough to reach the top and cloud be belo me. There was lots of high level cloud though and my chances of blue skies like the prior day were slim.

I also noticed from the Kronk that this was going t take me longer than the 3hrs I thought!! I headed up on the path which traverses the western side of  Creag an Lochain and headed North with far reaching views to Ben Loyal and Ben Hope.

I as feeling tired and by the time I reached the base of Meall nan Con, my energy levels had slumped!! In fact I went at arather energy conserving speed (read slow!) up the final full to the highest point on Ben Klibreck. Once again it was bloomin windy up top. I think it was about 12.30. I took some pics and vids andthn headed off realising I still had along drive home!!!

I got back to the car about 14.00 and met no other walkers, although a few timid ptarmigan did walk with me for a little while!!

A good day on spoiled by the long drive home – I still think the road between here and Lairg is one of the most desolate areas and roads I’ve travelled on!! Would not like to be here in a blizzard!!!!
Ben Hope

927M/3041F(256)

31/07/08
This was the first of a number of hills as I had taken a long
Weekend. I was working in Wick on the Thursday and hioped to get to Ben Hope sometime in the afternoon. As it turned out the gynaecologist and sister were not finished with me in Wick until after 4!! Thus I never got to the base of the mountain until nearer 6 oclock. The weather had been nice on the drive in with sunshine, I even saw cameron mcneish at the base of the hill! Anyway I started climbing quickly and was feeling very,very tired as I had been out the night before with Ryan and had little sleep and much alcohol. The pull upo was probably the most tiring of the next 5 days , even though this was probably the easiest climb!!! I reached the top at 7.30 to mist and high winds, the top had been clear oin my drive in but I suppose that’s sods law! I was back at the car by 8.30 and was surprised that it had oinly taken 2.5 hrs. I quickly set about making tea and then made my camp i.e.e the back on my car. I slept soundly and did not wake until the back of 8 the next morning!! I then planned to do Ben Kilbreck (did not happen). Following this Thursday evening rompo I went onto complete 9 munros and 1 corbett in the following four days!!

Skye and Mull Hills

Ben More(Mull)
966m/3169f(189)

Bla Bheinn

928m/3045f(252)

28/04/06
This was my first trip to any Scottish Island and was planned with
Ad and al. We origionally planned either Ullapool or Jura, but decided on Skye if the weather was going to be good. As it happened the forecast by the Thursday was good so we decided that ad and al would come by perth and pick me up at 9.30am on Friday morning – they arrived at 9.10am (ahead of schedule!!). Unfortunately I forgot my tent (well Ad suggested he would have a four manner – however could not find fly sheet for this). Anyway that meant a wee detour by Fort William on route. The weather was fantastic and the late winter this year (lot of snow March to April) meant lot of snow on the tops of Ben Alder and The Ben looked better than I had ever seen it looking positeviley alpine!! Anyway as we head further northwest their started to be little bits of cloud, stopped at the fine viewpoint at Glengarry for lunch. By the time Glen Sheil was reached the summits were mostly in cloud although you could still see lots of snow on the south sheil ridge. We reached Skye around 2ish and drove through Broadford – we decided to climb Blaven on the Friday so took the wee road to Elgol and Torrin. The view to Blaven was obscured by two large looking Grahams on this road, but as we came round to Loch Slapin, we got a view of the magnificent Blaven (almost An Teallach in character). However the top was cloud covered. I still held a wee bit of hope that it would clear the summit , but if anything the base got lower as the day went on. We walked up the Allt na Dunaiche then branched south west to climb the Coire Uagneich where the going became steeper. We met the only two groups of people coming off the peak. One had been up from England for the week and had previously done the south sheil ridge in all weather including snow – thus at this point we were glad to have still, albeit overcast conditions. Al kept saying that in his experience this was good weather for Skye – we agreed. Onreaching a slightly level corrie we turned north west and made towards the summit up steep scree slope and some simple grade one scrambling was required. We reached the top in 2 hours to a top with now views of the main Cuillin ridge as described in the guide books – never mind. The boys thought of an alternative route off the summit perhaps taking in the Corbett of  Clach Glas. However I did mention that this was described in the scramble book as a grade 4 scramble ?!? We soon discovered this and whether it was a wrong turn in the mist or extreme scrambling – we went so far then turned back to descend the same route of descent. We made the car by six a trip of around 4 hrs. From here we stopped for a chippy in Broadford before making pitch for Glen Brittle campsite. The next day was to be memerobal. 
Cuillin Ridge :

4-6 June 2007: June 4th and 5th 2007 -  The traverse of the Cuillin Mountain range.

Thus the day of the traverse had arrived and everything looked perfect. We arrived late on Friday the 1st of June at Port na long at the Skywalker bunkhouse. When I arrived at 9.30pm Derek and Arnie were already there. Ross and Kevin were not far behind, as was Duncan. However Duncan managed to get lost and took some 1.30 hours later.

The plan was to meet Mike, our guide for the 5 days on the Saturday morning at Sligachan car park. The forecast for the weekend was for a weather front to move across Britain from west to east, however the speed and exact position was unknown and the forecast for the Monday and Tuesday was certainly better than for the weekend. We met Mike and went for some coffees at the Slig, and it became evident that we would not be attempting the Clach Glas traverse on the Saturday which had been suggested. This was because the weather was looking bad. We decided that we would trek up to the possible bivvy site at the Bealach Coire na Banachdich. This was directy past the Inn Pin. We left the car at the Mountain hut and having reached the bivvy site , the weather changed with torrential rain and squally winds leaving us all miserable and thoroughly soaked through!! After that we had a fair few drinks at the old inn before going to the Kyle of Lochalsh for a craggin session on the Sunday. This was fun although it was slightly damp. However unlike the Sat there were no winds which means only one thing in Skye – MIDGES! These were awful, even myself Ross and Kev had nets on and they still managed to bit through in the areas where the helmet kept the net near the face, I had a line of bites right across my forehead. 

Having spoken with Mike and Andy ~~(Nisbet – an author of many guide books) that the weather was looking favourable and we would get a boat from Elgol across to the base of Gars Bheinn. The plan was to meet at Broadford at 6.30.

This meant a 5.15 start although I surfaced at 5 and sent some friends to sea which made me feel good as I knew for the next  48 hours I would be on the hill. We made it to Elgol for the 7.30 boat across to Eilean Reamhar. The wather was fantastic with blue skies and no clouds, this was better than forecast and increased everyones mood. The view to the Cuillin from here was very spectacular. The journey across took around 25 mins and before we knew it we were standing at the base of Gars-bheinn. We were standing on the summit before 10am having set off at 8.30 am. The group was in two groups with Kev, Ross and myself climbing with Mike and the Henderson contigent climbing with Andy Nisbet. The range stood before us now and from my memory, a lot of the middle section is obscured at this point and the end on the ridge observable looking far away. We made good progress over to Sgurr nan Eag with very little scrambling as I knew from a previous trip up the year previously. Once we got to Sgur Dubh an Da Bheinn we left the sacks and headed over to Sgurr Dubh Mor where we did the first real scrambling on the ridge. The weather was hot and the skies blue. We could see the isles of Rum Muick and down to the mainland, however the remanents of the weather front meant most of the mainland was in cloud. This Monday – Skye was definetly the best place to be in Britain!!

We now headed into unchartered territory for me as I had not be north of Sgurr Dubh Mor. Once we had collected the rucksacks we headed down to get some water before tackling the bad step onto Sgurr Alasdair. We had decided not to do the TD gap as the ratio of beginners to leader was too high and the time taken to do this was too high on the first day. The scramble up Sgurr Alasdair was fun and we got to the top relatively quickly. The second group were keeping good pace and keeping the distance between us the same, roughly a top apart. Once we were on the top of Sgurr Thearlaich they were on the top of Sgurr Alasdair. For me one of the hardest parts of the ridge was to come between the tops of Thearlaich and Sgurr Mhic Chonnich. The decent was exposed steep and with a section of lava flow which provides loose rock in an exposed part of the ridge – no secure gabbro here!!! Then came Collies ledge which was exposed but not hard, all good exposure for what was to come on the Inn Pinn. We got to the base and one party of walkers was ahead of us. This was around 3.30pm. As we climbed up the Inn Pinn, the other group joined us. This was more exposed than I thought and the breeze certainly pushed past us as we clung on waiting for the party ahead to abseil off. Mike then lowered us down the Inn Pinn. The weather had stayed blistering all day and we were to suffer later on as the temperature got higher and higher. The inteneded bivvy site was only 15 mins away over the top of Sgurr Dearg. The descent to this point was trechourous. I did not like it one bit and found it one of the most dangerous parts of the entire ridge as we had no protection. At this point we were unsure on whether to crack on or stay here. We waited for the second group to join us. Over tea (I disastorously chose super noodles due to light weight = no calories!!) it was decided to push on to the next bivvy site. Had I know what lay between us and the next site I may have thought twice. Certainly I got the impression Mike was unsure as to whether we should go on. However Andy seemed up for it, although I was a bit concerned at his tactic and thought perhaps he may be putting his group in danger at some points. Derek did brilliantly at 58, I really hope I can do half what he can. However I think they were a little less fit than the A team and the time we waited for them to turn up at bivvy and at the ended provided further evidence for this (although at one point on the ridge I found it hard to put one foot in front of the other which ultamitly lead to us missing a nice scramble.

Thus we packed up from 1st  bivvy and with much heavier sacks headed for the second bivvy site (I thought just a couple of peaks away) and was told around 1.5 or 2 hrs away. This was no walking ground though and was exposed hard scrambling, made tougher by fatigue, tiredness and heavier sacks!!

First up was Sgurr na Banachdich which is often seen as the mid point of the ridge where it switches from north west to north east. There was exposed scrambling to reach the summit and then across the summit. This would have been very enjoyable scrambling had we been on a day trip, however the thought of one wrong footstep made me concentrate even harder.  After this there were the tops of Sgurr Thormaid and Sgurr Ghreadaidh and once again I found the descents far worse than the ascents, trying not to fall on scree or slabs of basalt rock. At this point I thought we were not too far from the bivouc site, however when Mike showed us what we still had to do, I began to think we had bitten off more than we could chew!! Next up was Maddie – Sgurr a’ Mhadaidh, a smaller set of four tops where we were told there was good scrambling. According to some guide books, this part of the ridge provides some of the hardest scrambling with some being described as moderate rock climbing. Many of these tops were ascended by moving to the Coruisk side of the ridge and then climbing narrow, exposed chimneys to gain the tops. At this point I could see Kev hard disco leg, no wonder considering he had carried the rope the whole length of the traverse. Additionally the heat of the sunny day and th fact that the winds had dropped really affected us. The heat was immense and it was hard to imaging that the previous Saturday whilst on the Loch Treig Munros we were freezingf in snow and hail showers!! I had his water and pans to try and spred the weight and unfortunatelt Ross could not fit any of kevs pack, thus me and Kev had the heavier packs. I enjoyed this up climbing and with a longer reach perhaps had an advantage here. I would defineltely like to return to do this part of the ridge.

Once this was negotiated we descended to our bivvy site on the lowest part of the ridge at Bealach na Glaic Moire. It was now nearly 9.30pm and the sun was beginning to set. Kev had carried 4 beers up on the Saturday and we sat watching the sun set enjoyed a cool carling !! One could make out all the islands to the North and West including the outer Hebrides. This was easily the finest sunset I have ever had the pleasure of witnessing.  Just after the sunset, we spotted B team descending the last top, they were 45 min behind and  had, had to rope up for much of the climbing from the last bivvy. I felt rather proud that Mike had not seen the need for the A team to rope up, although had he seen the disco legs which I had seen then he may have reassessed the situation.  

The bivvy site was set up and I found it hard to initially sleep even given the efforts of the day. I remembering waking and the sky to the west was still red, however a few stars were out. Eventually I woke to hear talking at breakfast. It was 5.30 and time to surface for the home leg.

We struck camp quickly and to my cost later I only had a banana and oat bar, however I felt fine. The first peak to cross was the smaller, but technically difficult 3 peaks of Bidein Druim nan Ramh. Once the first peak was reach we abseiled down and then scrambled to the next top which also required an abseil off. The top of the second peak was fantastically airy with a steep drop to the left and a roof like drop to 2000feet on the right. Sitting on this roof at 8 oclock in the morning was beautiful with the views to the now clear mainland breathtaking, overlooking Balven. The winds had shifted to an easterly and we could already tell the temperature would surpass yesterdays heat. However every time we gained the ridge the easterly breeze was very welcome. The descent off the last peak was a roped down climb where I had to lead. Therewas a tricky step near the bottom, however we all managed well.

Next was the easiest part of the entire ridge, the walk to Bruach na Frithe. This you would think would be easy, however my super noodles and small breakfast were about to take their revenge. Half way up all energy left my body and I laboured every step until I asked Mike if we could stop to eat. We were 10 minutes from the summit and he asked if we could go on. This was tough. I thought, and prayed , it was lack of food which had seeped the energy from me. On the top I ate lots and it was to prove to re vigorate me and I felt fine for the rest of the day. However this waas the point before the Basteirs tooth and I think Mike thought I was exhausted as a I had asked to stop. Due to this we flanked Basteirs tooth to the north and went underneath Am Bateir to the coll between this peak and Gillean. I felt absolutely fine now and have no doubts that we would have easily gained bateirs tooth. However I respect the professionalism of Mike as he took us round for my safety. The other group were to take in the tooth.

The ascent of Am Basteir was ok with one bad step requiring the rope. The summit was reached easily. We were back in the coll and to our sack in no time at all to ascent Sgurr nan Gillean, the finest ascent of the entire ridge.

To gain the final airy ridge of Gillean we scrambled, with aid of a rope , up a stone chimney. This was good and fun scrambling and a really nice way to ain the ridge. Once on the ridge it was very airy with only one bad part, lava flow with loose parts. A small window was climbed through, I managed to scrape my back along this and then we easily reached the summit at roughly 12 or 1 pm. The descent was equally enjoyable with a long abseil down the chimney to the east of the one we had ascended. At this point we met the B team on their way up to find out they had gone up the tooth, this was the only thing I regretted. However I am keen to do the ridge with Mike perhaps in the oner taking both the TD gap and Bateirs tooth in.

We got our sacks and started the slog to Sligachan. We stopped at a pool near the footbridge over the Allt 
Dearg Beag for 45 minutes to sooth our feet in the crystal clear waters. This was fine indeend. A further 20 minutes later we were enjoying a shandy in the Slig. We had completed the famous Cuillin Rige. 2 hours later the B team joined in the celebrations!!!

The rest of the adventure involved a sea kayaking expedition where Ross capsized at sea and Dereks
SgurrDubhMor
944m/3097f(228)

29/04/06
Following the previous day trip to Blaven and cloudy tops (when 
Sgurr nan Eag
924m/3031f(265)

29/04/06
the rest of Scotland bathed in cloudless skies), our reaction when
We woke up, was of disappointment. Outside there was no rain or wind , however there were also no views above 2500 feet!!! Our plan was to tackle the scrambling route 9 described in classic scrambles of Scotland – The South Cuillin Ridge i.e. Sgurr Dubh an Da Bheinn to Gars – bheinn. We got going from the campsite around 9am and took the path round the back of the toilets at the campsite which led us to the very impressive and moody Coir a Ghrunnda corrie, which was a grey blue tone in the overcat sky. All we could see ahead of us was large granite 45 degree labs barring the route to the lochan. The munro guide book suggest keeping to the left of the corrie, but we fancied some scrambling and head to the centre slabs. This was great fun and some of the waterfall and wee pools here were fantastic with crystal clear water and aqua blue and greys. It had taken a good 3 to four hours to reach the lochan where the mist floated about and made for a very atmospheric fell. Looking directly above at this point and there was hope. We could just about see some blue sky!!!! We hear toward Caisteal a Garbh Choire (athough we should have been heading toward the Bealach Coir an Lochain near the Thearaich Dubh gap). However after crawling through a gap at the Caisteal a Garbh Choire we had a bite to eat and figured out we could make the summit of Sgurr Dubh an da Bheinn from here. As we stood up the reason for the glimpse of blue below at the lochan became clear. The peaks were all clear from cloud, a temperature inversion meant a layer of cloud was sitting between around 2300 and 2900 feet. This was truly a spectacular site, and a s we rose we got fantastic views of Sgur alastair and further to the in poin and to the south to our scond munro of the day Sgurr nan ean. There was grade 1-2 scrambling up Sgurr Dubh an da Bheinn, however the going got a lot more tough between the peak and Sgurr dubh mor with grade 3-4 scrambling required to make the first munro of the day. This took a good hour and the small summit ridge was a welcome sight, although the fact that we had to decscend the same route was always at the back of the mind. All the while, the blue skies dominated and the cuillin ridge peaked up from the sea of cloud, a sight that only the scared or frightened would not find inspiring.  The tricky descent back to the Caisteal a Garbh Choire was long and trick, but we were glad to get back here as the book described the rest of the walk as more of a walk than a scramble!!! I would disagree and suggest that some grade 1-2 scrambling is needed to reach the southern peaks of Sgurr a choire bhig and gars bheinn. The walking alng this ridge is very exposed in places but exilerating and excitinf with view to loch coruisk to the lft and the sea and raasy to the right (we had some cloud to the right so these views never came into play until nearer evening). We decided to  descend steeply of the summit of Gars Bheinn down some intermittent scree – not the best scree run as it was often too large stone or not enough. This drop got us below some patchy cloud which by now was only on Gars Bheinn and the sun and views to the small isles were fantastic. We had a long walk back and eventually made it back to the campsite at near 7 o clock. It had taken us around 9 hours in total. This was a very memerobal day in the hill and definetly oneI will always remember. Once at the campsite (NB as it was April and a cold spell we experienced absolutely no midgies in Skye on either of these famous campsites) we went to the car and head to pitch the tent at sligachan – there was a hotel with a pub there after all, and many pints of Skye Ale were had at a busy hotel that night!!
Sgurr Alasdair
992m/3255f(154)

Sgurr MhicChoinnich948m/3110f(217)

Inaccessible Peak
986m/3235f(164)

Sgurr na Banachdich965m/3166f(190)

Sgurr a’Ghreadaidh973m/3192f(185)

Sgurr a’Mhadaidh
918m/3012f(227)

Sgurr nanGillean
964m/3162f(191)

Am Basteir

934m/3064f(242)

Bruach na Frithe
958m/3143f(200)

